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Dear First Lutheran Church, 

As our communal life together has changed in unforeseeable ways, and our “normals” and ways of doing things 

have been redefined, God's love for us and our love for one another remain constant. In the midst of all of these 

changes, your health and safety are our utmost concern.  

Like other faith communities in town, First Lutheran has considered reopening for in-person worship. Through 

prayerful conversation about the well-being of our members and staff, we feel it best to limit large gatherings until 

the number of positive cases consistently decline over a period of several weeks.  

We love and care deeply for you all. This is why the Congregational Council, with support from the Worship and 

Music Committee and staff, is considering what a safety action and monitoring plan might look like in order to 

meet the guidance and criteria of local and national public health advisors. When the appropriate time for 

reopening in-person comes, we will reach out to you with more information.  

Sisters and brothers in Christ, I am proud of how gracious, flexible, understanding, creative and caring you have 

been with one another. During this time of the pandemic, your actions are messages of hope in our community. 

Whether you have worshiped with us online, participated in virtual meetings, talked on the phone with church 

members, reached out to community members through service opportunities, or prayed for those most in need, 

you continue living out God's mission and transformative vision.  

Thank you for helping to keep one another well and safe. Thank you for continuing to journey with us and for 

your kindness and understanding with staff, Council and committee members as we discern ways forward. We can 

do this, together, with the help and guidance of God.  

As we make our way through this time together, please take care of yourself and your loved ones: wash your hands, 

wear a mask or face covering and maintain physical distance with other households. Stay tuned to and follow 

advice provided by local and national public health advisors and continue to engage in ways you feel comfortable.  

Please let the church know if we can help you in any way. We miss you!  

Much love, 

Pastor Justin 



Info: shari.sorenson@gmail.com 

Hello book lovers! Here are a few book selections you may 

be interested in reading this summer. We do not plan to 

hold book discussions during the summer, but will hopefully 

meet in September for an opportunity to discuss in-person. 

Accidental Saint: Finding God in All the Wrong People by Nadia 

Bolz-Weber. 

Know My Name by Chanel Miller. 

The Woman's Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote by Elaine F 

Weiss. Elaine may be coming August 7 to speak depending 

on the status of the pandemic. Check with the public library 

as the date gets closer. 

In October we will follow-up with Votes for Women: The 19th 

Amendment in Nebraska, by David L Bristow, since it has been 

100 years since the passing of the 19th Amendment. In 

November we will read All Adults Here: A Novel by Emma 

Straub. 

Sundays (Dates to be determined) 9:30 am 

Info: connie.kisling@gmail.com 

See article on this page for more information.

Tuesdays 5:45 pm and Wednesdays 10:45 am   

Info: pastorjustin@flclincoln.org 

Zoom Bible studies will continue through June. The 

Tuesday group, 5:45-6:45 pm, is studying Genesis 

and the Wednesday group, 10:45-11:45 am, is 

journeying through Matthew. Zoom links are sent 

the day before or the day of. If you are interested in 

joining one of the Bible studies, please let Cyndi in 

the church office know and your email will be added 

to the list. 

Esther Circle - Thursday, June 18; 10:00 am 

Info: jhellerich@neb.rr.com 
 
Lydia Circle - Wednesday, June 10; 7:00 pm 

Info: fdoolittle@windstream.net 
 

Saturday with the Guys - 2nd Saturday; 8:00 am 

(Reading Simply Jesus by N.T. Wright)  

Info: jim.kisling@gmail.com 
 
Harbor Coffee Talk - Mondays; 1:30-2:30 pm 

Info: sharon@flclincoln.org  

Faith to Go! - 2nd & 4th Wednesdays; 6:30 am 

Info: tlbeermann@hotmail.com 
  
A Few Good Men Bible Study - Tuesdays; 7:00 am  

Info: lrockwell@windstream.net 
 
Gather and Gab - Thursdays; 8:00 pm  

Info: sharon@flclincoln.org 
 

Visit our online calendar at www.flclincoln.org/

calendar as more online learning opportunities are 

scheduled during the month. 

Sundays; 9:30 am  

Info: connie.kisling@gmail.com 

Plans are being made to offer an online Adult Forum session 

at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings. The frequency of sessions is 

still yet to be determined. The sessions will feature a 

presenter, followed by a Q&A session, and will be recorded 

(with presenter approval) to access later and watch at a time 

that fits your schedule. 

If you have a computer, ipad or tablet with a built-in 

microphone and internet connection or a smartphone you 

will be able to join the live online Forums. Our first Forum 

session will be Kathleen Simley doing an orientation on 

Zoom. If you would like to receive an email with an 

invitation and link to join the online Adult Forum sessions 

once they are scheduled, please email Connie Kisling. 



June 21-July 26; Register by June 14 

Info: sharon@flclincoln.org  

Are you looking for activities to do this summer from your backyard? We are offering Backyard Safari: Exploring 

God’s World, by Pastor David L. Hall, with our own supplements and twists. The exploration will begin on 

Sunday, June 21, with a new exploration sent each week through July 26. We will provide kits with the supplies 

you need for each exploration. Stay tuned for details on how and where to 

pick them up. Here are our exploration themes: 

 Week One – “And it was Good” - Genesis 1:1-2:4a, 12-19 

 Week Two – “You Were on My Mind” - Psalm 8 and Psalm 139 

 Week Three – “Blowing in the Wind” - John 3:1-17 

 Week Four – “Jesus is My Rock” - Matthew 7: 21-29, Psalm 18: 1-2 

 Week Five – “Consider the Birds” - Matthew 6:24-34, Philippians 4:4-7 

 Week Six – “Look at the Stars” - Psalm 19 

The Safari is designed to be done as a family. We encourage you to join together with extended family or friends 

through social media or meeting outdoors safely for your exploring. We will provide ways you can share pieces of 

your exploration with your extended First Lutheran family as well. Contact Sharon Hardel by June 14 to register 

so the supplies can be gathered for participants. 

 

We are excited to have Lindsey Boyle join our staff 

and learning leadership team as the new 

Elementary Christian Education Coordinator! She 

will work part-time from June 1 to the end of the 

year, in collaboration with a new Elementary 

Christian Education Support Team. She has a 

Bachelors degree in Elementary Education and a 

Masters in Curriculum and Instruction. For the 

past several years she  has been home to take care of 

their kids, Cami (11), Audrey (10) and Isaiah (4). 

Prior to that, she taught elementary school for six 

years. Her husband, Adam, works at Cornhusker 

Bank. They are members of First Lutheran and 

their family has been involved with FaithTrek. 

Info: boydmasako.bacon@gmail.com 

Thank you to all the 

dedicated volunteer musicians 

who have shared their many 

talents with our worshipping 

congregation while we are all 

at home. It adds so much to 

our worship. If you are 

interested in sharing your 

gifts, contact Masako Bacon.  

First Lutheran’s organ, Van Daalen, is back. It has been 

uncovered and tuned. We thank Ryan Luckey, a First 

Lutheran member and vice president at Bedient Organ, 

for so carefully designing the protection and overseeing its 

care during the construction project. 



 

Saturdays; 2:00-4:00 pm 

Info: judybatterman@gmail.com 

We will continue to hold our “Tailgate Party” for the Lutheran 

Food Pantry in the church parking lot in June. You will find a 

van or truck waiting for your food donations. Just drive up, pop 

your trunk open and volunteers will transfer your food to the 

van. Volunteers wear masks and practice social distancing, but 

will stop and chat a bit – from afar. They will also offer you a cookie and a (root) beer. It is a tailgate after all! 

The list of preferred items is below. We also accept monetary donations. There are many ways you can help in 

this effort. Contact Judy Batterman for more information. In just three weeks in May, over 3,000 pounds of food 

Info: pastorjustin@flclincoln.org 

We are here to listen! In the midst of these crazy times of the COVID-19 pandemic, we find ourselves not able to 

gather in-person as community. This separation and isolation can bring feelings of uncertainty, fear, anxiety, stress 

and sadness. If you would like to visit with a Stephen Minister in a confidential, caring way over the phone during 

the quarantine-isolation period, please contact Pastor Justin and he will get you connected. 

Canned fruit 

Canned chicken 

Canned meals with meat (Spaghetti o’s, ravioli, stew, 

etc.) 

Hamburger helper 

Dry pasta noodles   

Canned peas 

Canned tomatoes - stewed, diced, crushed, plain or  

with garlic, onion and other seasoning 

Canned beans - pinto, chili, kidney, etc 

Peanut butter 

Large juice (either cans or plastic bottles) 

Pancake mix 

Syrup 

Instant potatoes 

Pork and beans, 

Saltine crackers. 

Vegetables, except corn and green beans  

1 pound bags of rice 

Ramen noodles 

Now that more doctor's offices and other places are reopening for appointments, we wanted to remind you that 

we have drivers willing and able to get you there! Please contact Linda Maack (402-560-6040) or Mary Pietz (402-

318-9378) and we will send you the forms needed for our drivers. 



Info: pastorjustin@flclincoln.org 

Desiring holy communion for your own spiritual health and well-being and that of your household who are not 

able to receive it in exceptional circumstances because of public health and safety concerns is a matter of pastoral 

care. While there are countless thoughts around this exceptional practice in exceptional times, we must determine 

what is best for our faith community and use our “reverent, best guess” to decide on how to provide care. The Rite 

for Celebrating Holy Communion at Home in Exceptional Circumstances is optional for those who desire to celebrate 

this sacrament at home during a time of exceptional circumstances. This rite may be done during or at the 

conclusion of the First Lutheran Church online worship. 

In the sacrament of holy communion, we believe that God’s word and promise make the bread and wine into 

Jesus’ body and blood. God forgives us and nourishes us for mission with this holy meal. The good news is that his 

body is given FOR YOU and his blood is shed FOR YOU. This is a tangible means of God’s grace. It is a physical 

way to understand God saying, “I love you.” As we gather for worship from our homes, we may gather as 

households or individuals. The new Rite for Holy Communion at Home in Exceptional Times  allows for households 

and gathered friends to celebrate this sacrament together. Since this is a communal meal, members who live alone 

may gather with other family members or friends and celebrate the meal together using technology.  

“We have never seen anything like this!” ~Mark 2:12 

In the past months, most of us have had to adjust how we live and 

work and move about in the world. How has your prayer life changed 

in this time? Has it flourished in this time of quiet? Or has this been a 

time of nervous energy? Anger? Depression? How would you describe 

your conversation with God over the past few months? Warmer days may be calling you to spend more time 

outside. Have you considered this might be a call from the Holy Spirit? 

Contemplative walking is a form of prayer that may be appealing to you right now. It is a way for us to be present 

to the world and to listen for what God is saying to us. It is also a way of honoring the seasons of nature and the 

seasons of our own soul. Contemplative walking is not necessarily slow walking, but it is deliberate walking with 

open senses. You could take a camera with you to help focus on being present to nature. Allow yourself to go 

nowhere or go where The Spirit may lead you. Wander around a bit. If you are not able to walk, find a calm place 

to just sit. Notice the details of the things around you – the leaves of the grass, bark of the trees, insects, the clouds 

in the sky and the way sunlight plays on the ground. Don’t look for beauty, look for what is. Develop new eyes to 

view the world. Consider journaling about the images and thoughts that arise in you. 



by Mike McDannel, President, Church Council 

With the departure of Pastor Dan on May 31, we will officially begin a time of transition as we search for our 

next lead pastor. The Congregational Council has already begun work on the transition and call process. We met 

virtually with Pastor Megan Morrow, Assistant to the Bishop, Nebraska Synod Office, and discussed securing a 

rostered, full-time, talented and team playing transitional pastor while we are in the Call process.   

Work has begun on our Ministry Site Profile (MSP). The MSP is a thirteen page self-evaluation of our 

congregation. It has two main goals: 1) Document who we are as a church and 2) Describe the lead pastor that we 

seek. To complete this, our MSP Committee is working on how to distribute, ask, compile and report survey 

related items to the congregation. More information will be coming in the next few weeks. 

There have also been initial discussions on forming the Call Committee, exploring how a Spiritual Director may 

help us as a church family in this time of  discernment, and ways to assist Pastor Justin and all staff in this time of 

transition. 

Finally, I was asked a great question by a fellow member of the church. The question? “How can I help [at this 

time]?” My answer is we can: 

1) Pray. Pray for guidance, comfort, discernment, grace and peace for First Lutheran church staff, all of our 

church community and each of us, as individuals, in this time of transition. We can pray for our new lead pastor 

as the Holy Spirt works within them to hear and accept a Call to become our next Lead Pastor.  

2) Celebrate Pastor Dan and Marianne!!!  (THANKS, Dan, and THANKS, Marianne!!!) 

We rejoice at the birth of Carson David Peters, 

son of Matthew and Natalie Peters; and Lucy Jo 

Zimmerman, daughter of Michael and Erin 

Zimmerman. Our sympathies to Bruce and Diane 

Hull in the passing of Bruce’s mother; Brooke and 

Julia Glenn in the death of Brooke’s mother; 

Carol Olson in the passing of her aunt; Laverne 

Cook in the death of her husband, Rex; the family 

of Carol M. Reed; and Eunice and Byron Fischer 

in the death or Eunice’s brother. 

Congratulations to our 2020 high school 

graduates: Bailey Sandman, Abby Watts, Grace 

Monson, Evan Riley and Ethan Kastens. 

Deacon Sunni Richardson began 

her new call with the Nebraska 

Synod as the pandemic was 

unfolding and we began to merge 

worship and ministries to virtual 

spaces. As a congregation we have 

not had the opportunity to properly 

say farewell and Godspeed to 

Deacon Sunni. So we are circling back and doing just that! 

Deacon Sunni will preach her farewell sermon to First 

Lutheran on Sunday, June 28, and plans are being made to 

celebrate her 12 years of ministry at First Lutheran. Stay 

tuned for more information. 



 

by Pastor Harlan Heier 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.” For many years 

these words from Psalm 103 have been my mantra and they came to mind 

as I remembered my 65 years as an ordained pastor. 

The first benefit is the blessing that is the foundation of all the others - the 

gospel of God revealed to us as Creator, Redeemer,and Sanctifier. What a privilege to proclaim the good news of 

God’s love, forgiveness, peace and life. 

Another treasured benefit is the people who helped me along the way, beginning with my parents who brought 

me to be baptized, taught me the faith and believed in my call to ministry. There was my confirmation pastor who 

challenged me to become a pastor. There were the rest of my family - especially Shirley and the children - who 

were with me every step of the way. And there were the faithful church members who served wherever they were 

needed and prayed with me and for me to support our shared ministry.   

When I whined to God that I could accomplish more if I had better members to work with, I received the benefit 

of being told, “You’re not perfect either, but I’m using you.”  

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 

all his benefits.” Every benefit was and is undeserved and every benefit was and is treasured. 

In honor of his 65th anniversary of ordination, Pastor Harlan Heier will be preaching the sermon for our online worship 

service on Sunday, June 14. 

We are just a State Fire Marshall inspection away from completion of the Welcoming and Accessibility Project 

and receiving a Certificate of Occupancy! Our mission is complete! 

• Thanks to RDG Architectural firm for their design.  

• Thanks to Hampton Construction and their sub-contractors for their fine 

craftsmanship.   

• Thanks to Jim Handeland and the Building Committee: Dara Troutman, Robin 

Westhoff, Cindy Timperley, Brianna Brass, Steve Janssen, Barry Graham, Steve 

Eicher and Brian Niebuhr for guiding the design and construction process.  

• Thanks to our Congregation Councils for “holding” the vision for the project.   

• Thanks to our staff for their patience and flexibility throughout construction.  

• Thanks to the Capital Campaign team for a successful fund drive.  

• Thanks to you for supporting the project with your prayers, patience and financial support. 
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Thanks to Jeff Culbertson for designing the new landscaping 

around the portico and the berm on 70th Street. Thanks also to 

Bryce Johnson and members of Boy Scout Troop #15 for planting 

the trees and shrubs and for placing the mulch. This landscaping 

project fulfills Bryce Johnson’s Eagle Scout requirement for a 

community service project. (The planted areas were prepared by 

our Property Committee). 

1551 S. 70th Street 

Lincoln, NE 68506 
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