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(Edited from the original letter published in First Things First on September 23) 

There are so many ways to say THANK YOU! It is with a grateful heart that I 

write to share with you that God is calling me to a new ministry. After much 

prayer and discernment, I have accepted a new call as the Assistant to the 

Bishop for Latino Ministry Strategy for the Southeastern Synod (Georgia, 

Alabama, Mississippi, and Tennessee) based in Atlanta and Associate Pastor 

with Amazing Grace Lutheran Church in Lawrenceville, Georgia. 

As excited as I am for my new call, my departure from First Lutheran Church is bittersweet. I have encouraged you 

to listen as God speaks in your lives and to be open to God’s surprising Spirit. Now, it is God´s time for me to do 

the same. I have loved you as a congregation, staff, and leaders from the first time we met. Kari, Everette, and I 

love you all for the Nebraska family you have become for us and our love for you does not stop with my acceptance 

of a new call, it just changes. 

I know that my departure at this time may be difficult, but you are a strong faith community filled with skilled and 

gifted staff and leaders. I trust that God is already preparing your next rostered leaders and they will be a team who 

will accompany you into a bright future. 2020 has been a crazy year for everyone, but it now offers us an 

opportunity to be closer to family in North Carolina. 

While the details of our move to Atlanta are still being figured out, my last Sunday with you will be October 18, 

with my final day in the office to be Thursday, October 22. Pastor Steve, Council President McDannel and I will 

hold a special Zoom “conversation time” on September 27 from 12:00-1:00 pm for you to ask questions and hear 

more about what this means for the new Lead Pastor call process. In the coming weeks, Pastor Megan Morrow 

from the Nebraska Synod will work with the Church Council on a transition process for my position. I will follow 

the Nebraska Synod’s guidelines for when pastors leave their call and will not return in a rostered capacity for 

weddings, funerals, or pastoral care. This allows you, as a congregation, and me, as a pastor, to move forward 

honoring healthy boundaries. 

I will deeply miss you, but I know that you are in great hands. Thank you for accompanying me and for allowing 

me to accompany you on this leg of our shared faith journey. Take care First Lutheran friends. God bless you all. 



Monday, October 19; 6:00-7:00 pm 

Info and Zoom link: Shari.Sorenson@gmail.com 

This month’s book discussion will be 

about Votes for Women: The 19th 

Amendment in Nebraska, by David L 

Bristow. It will coincide with the 100 

year anniversary of the ratification of 

the 19th Amendment. Next month 

we will discuss All Adults Here: A 

Novel by Emma Straub.  

We are now open for small groups to meet inside the 

building. Contact our office to schedule and learn more about 

our safety protocol. 

Adult Forum 

Info: connie.kisling@gmail.com 

Re-Plays: www.flclincoln.org/learn 

October 4 – Obesity: A Crisis Among Us – Dr. Bob Rauner, 

First Lutheran member, will offer research and facts 

about the current state of obesity in our world. 

October 11 – 155th Anniversary of Juneteenth: An Evening 

with Sherrilyn Ifill, President & Director-Counsel of the 

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. This 

50-minute video (dated June 8, 2020) looks at how the 

language of our leaders influences how we engage with 

one another and sparks “unfinished business”. 

October 18 – Moral Injury: The Invisible Wounds of War – 

Dr. Jerry Bockoven, VA Nebraska Western Iowa Health 

Care Systems. We will look at the causes and effects of 

moral injury being experienced by an alarming number 

of our returning veterans and the role of spirituality in 

healing these inner wounds. 

October 25 – Water: Too Much, Not Enough. Dealing with 

Extremes in Nebraska – Tom Riley, First Lutheran 

member. Explore how water impacts our lives in 

Nebraska.  

Bible Studies 

Tuesdays 5:45 pm and Wednesdays 10:45 am   

Info: pastorjustin@flclincoln.org 

Tuesday’s group is studying Genesis and Wednesday’s 

group is journeying through Matthew.  

Saturday with the Guys - 2nd Saturday; 8:00 am 

(Reading Simply Jesus by N.T. Wright)  

Info: jim.kisling@gmail.com 

Harbor Coffee Talk - Mondays; 1:30-2:30 pm 

Info: sharon@flclincoln.org 

 
Faith to Go! - 2nd & 4th Wednesdays; 6:30 am 

Info: tlbeermann@hotmail.com 

 
A Few Good Men Bible Study - Tuesdays; 7:00 am  

Info: lrockwell@windstream.net  

 

Info: admin@dimensionsed.org 

With the changing seasons and 

weather, this time of year 

brings so many opportunities in 

the Nature Explore Classroom. 

Children are exploring, 

observing and discovering all 

the miracles that nature has to 

offer. Check the Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/DimensionsEd 

to get a peek at some of the amazing experiences happening 

outside and inside. 

We are starting the interviewing process to hire another Full-

Time Toddler teacher as soon as possible. If you or anyone you 

know would like to join our staff, working in a great 

environment with very generous time off, benefits and ongoing 

professional development, please send a resume and cover letter 

to hr@dimensionsfoundation.org.   



Sunday, October 11; Time TBA 

Info: lindsey@flclincoln.org 

FaithTrek families, mark your calendars for the morning of Sunday, October 

11! We will have another in-person FaithTrek gathering with the time to be 

announced. We will be talking about our October word of the month which is, 

“Gifts.” Start thinking about what gifts you have. Maybe you have a talent for 

creating art, or you are a great listener or maybe you have the gift of making 

people laugh. God has blessed each one of us with a gift or talent. We will spend the month celebrating each of 

our unique gifts. 

The First Lutheran learning app is now available for download in the Apple and Google Play stores! Search FLC 

FaithTrek to download the app.  Please take some time to explore it! 

Wednesday, October 7 & 21; 6:30-7:30; Zoom 

Info: pastorjustin@flclincoln.org 

This month we will be exploring Lutheran 

worship, the flow of the liturgy and how it 

impacts the ways we live our faith out in the 

world. We will gather virtually October 7 and 

21 and families will learn together at home 

October 14 and 28. 

Sunday, October 25; 9:30 am 

Info: sharon@flclincoln.org 

High school and middle school learning will meet in-person 

at church Sunday, October 25, to have conversation about the 

learning materials sent out during the month. Our word for 

October is “Gift.” Donuts and juice will be provided. If 

weather permits, we will gather outside. Otherwise, we will 

meet in the building in a space that allows enough safe 

distance based on our numbers. 

Info: Faye Doolittle; fdoolittle@windstream.net 

A group of First Lutheran members began in-person training as Stephen Ministers on January 6 with an 

anticipated commissioning date of May 1. They were half-way through the 50 hours of training when the church 

closed due to COVID-19.  At first, they suspended classes hoping to start again within a month or so, but when it 

became clear they wouldn’t be able to gather in-person for an extended time, they decided to train via Zoom. 

They had a huge learning curve to overcome. Their instructor, Faye Doolittle, had never taught classes virtually 

and many of the trainees had never been on Zoom before. In spite of the challenges, seven people faithfully and 

conscientiously completed the remaining 25 hours of training. Bev DeGeorge, Eunice Fischer, Trish Flury, 

Sharon Hardel, Linda Jensen, Martha Tanner and Gordon Wolfe were commissioned as Stephen Ministers in 

August. They join the seven current Stephen Ministers - Jim Bohl, Kim Janssen, Linda Maack, Gay Sutter, Cindy 

Timperly, Robin Westhoff and Jan Wigodsky.   

FaithTrek families gather in 
September to kickoff the new year 



September 11 through October 11 

Saturday, October 3; 2:00-4:00 pm; Portico Drive-Through   

Info: Donice Kaspar at dtkaspar@windstream.net  

Our annual Kicks for Kids campaign to provide new sneaker-type 

shoes for local children in need has "kicked off" and will run through 

October 11. To avoid the risk potential of in-store shopping, we are 

asking for cash donations for shoe purchases. If you want to shop for 

an individual child, call Donice Kaspar by October 2 at (402) 840-1300 

for a needed shoe size. Make plans to join the Portico Drive-Through on Saturday, October 3, to drop off 

monetary donations or shoes you have purchased. Donations marked "Kicks for Kids" may also be mailed to or 

left at the church office anytime. 

Sunday, October 11; 10:00 am-4:00 pm 

Sign up: www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time 

Our high school youth will be sponsoring a Blood Drive from the parking 

lot of First Lutheran on Sunday, October 11. Show love to our neighbors 

by signing up for a donation time and giving the gift of life. The Blood 

Bank is also offering free antibody testing to all who donate. Results will be available within 7 – 10 days after the 

donation. 

Sunday, October 4-Sunday, October 11 

Info: Sandy Latshaw at sjlatshaw@outlook.com 

Register at www.crophungerwalk.org/lincolnne 

The 2020 Lincoln/Lancaster County CROP Hunger Walk will be virtual. Walk 

anytime the week before or the week after the originally scheduled CROP Walk date 

of October 11. Choose when you walk, where you walk and with whom you walk. 

Register and join the First Lutheran Walk Team. Send a note to friends and family to 

support you by making a donation at the registration site.  

You can also support the CROP Walk by purchasing a take out meal, prepared by the Mettle Grill in Hickman, 

NE, from 5:30-6:30 pm, on Sunday, October 11. 25% of your free will donation will stay in our area and benefits 

local food pantries. The meal will include a chicken sandwich (lettuce, tomato & onion), coleslaw, baked beans, 

chips and dessert. Reservations are necessary. Email Kelli at zalkfamily@gmail.com or call 402-416-2004 to reserve 

your meal no later than October 5. Include your name, how many meals you need and your phone number. Pick 

up your meal(s) on the west side of Hickman Presbyterian Church at 300 East Third Street in Hickman.  



Info: Al Williams; aw4csons@aol.com 

www.flclincoln.org/endowment 

Please consider making a contribution to the First Lutheran 

Endowment Fund as an All Saints Sunday (November 1) 

and/or Veteran’s Day (November 11) remembrance. It is a 

special way for you to acknowledge your loved ones while 

supporting First Lutheran’s community outreach, mission 

development and other ministries. Donors will be 

recognized in The Voice newsletter. The amount of your gift 

will not be listed. Anonymous donations are also welcome. 

Complete and submit the online contribution form at 

www.flclincoln.org/endowment. Please mail your donation to 

the church office by October 19. Thank you for your gift. 

Saturday, December 5 and Sunday, December 6 

Info: Barb Johnson Frank; bjohnsonfrank@gmail.com 

Mark your calendar and prepare 

your holiday shopping list! The 

Gifts of Hope alternative market 

will be going virtual this year! 

Shop from the comfort of your 

home while gifting others with a gift that keeps on giving! 

Info: sharon@flclincoln.org 

Middle School Youth Group  

October 11 - Kari Hoeft will host a picnic in her 

backyard from Noon-2:00 pm. Pizza will be 

served and a sign up e-mail will be sent out for 

families to donate safe side dishes. Parents are 

welcome to stay and socialize while youth work 

on a small service project and play yard games. 

High School Youth Group 

We will try to meet outdoors as weather and 

sunlight enable us to do so. 

October 4: Paint Night with Bob Falos. Get in 

touch with your creative side. We will gather at 

6:00 pm in the church parking lot. Wear 

something you won’t mind getting paint on. 

October 11: Blood Drive at First Lutheran from 

10:00 am-4:00 pm. A sign-up sheet will be sent 

out for you to volunteer in 2-hour increments. 

October 18: Holy Yoga with Maranda Hoefs from 

Sheridan Lutheran. We will meet 6:00– 8:00 pm 

outdoors for the yoga portion and move into the 

Activity Center after for conversation (if it gets 

too dark). Bring a yoga mat or beach towel for 

practice. 

October 21: We will join Sheridan Lutheran 

youth for a virtual concert and racism 

conversation with David Scherer (aka Agape). 

Dave is a hip hop artist from Minneapolis, MN. 

Some of you met him at LYON last year and 

others saw him perform at the Youth Gathering 

in Houston. The concert and conversation will 

begin at 7:30 pm. A link will be sent to you to join 

the event the week of the event. 

Info: Masako Bacon; music@flclincoln.org  

Cherubs/ Wednesdays / 5:00-5:30 pm / Zoom 

Choristers/ Wednesdays / 5:30-6:00 pm / In-person in the 

Sanctuary  

Adult Choir / Wednesdays / 7:10-7:40 pm / Zoom 

String Ensembles:  If you are interested in playing in a 

small string ensemble, contact Masako. 



Info: Denise Mainquist at deemain12564@yahoo.com  

One way to encounter God is to listen to the living word in the written word of God. Reading, meditating and 

listening to scripture opens our heart to God’s presence. We listen to the scriptures not simply to be instructed, 

informed or inspired, but to be molded by God. Listening in this way we are guided by the Bible. 

Lectio. Using any short passage of scripture, read it through slowly, perhaps even out loud. Listen for God’s word 

to you. What phrase or word speaks to you or seems to ask you to pause? Read the verse again and then close 

your Bible. 

Meditatio. Continue to be with whatever has drawn your attention. Think about what you know about this word 

or phrase. What are the connections you might make to your life right now? Be aware of both your feelings and 

your thoughts. What is God saying to you in this encounter with scripture? Writing your thoughts may help you 

to stay focused and to go deeper into your inner self. 

Comtemplatio. Rest with God in what you notice. Reflect on how that awareness speaks to your life. 

Verses to try: Luke 4:18-19, Mark 1:35-37 or John 15:12-17. 

 

 

Much has been happening as we call a new Lead Pastor to serve First Lutheran. Council President, Mike 

McDannel, and Transitional Pastor, Steve Griffith, presented at the Adult Forum on September 13, and gave an 

update about the call process. The recording is available on our website at www.flclincoln.org/learn by clicking on 

Adult Forum. The Ministry Site Profile is almost complete. An editor is reviewing it to be sure it’s complete and 

coherent. When that work is complete the Church Council will offer the Profile to the congregation for 

comments. The Call Committee members - Wendy Bonaiuto, Steve Eicher, Grace Monson, Bol Ngok, Dave 

Schmitter and Amy Tipton - have been installed and are being trained so they are prepared to move forward when 

they receive the final approved Ministry Site Profile. With the recent resignation of Pastor Justin, we will also 

begin a call process for an Associate Pastor. Pastor Steve, Council President McDannel and Pastor Justin will hold a 

special Zoom “conversation time” on Sunday, September 27, from Noon-1:00 pm for you to ask questions and hear 

more about what this means for the new Lead Pastor call process. You can join the Zoom conversation by visiting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84178394134. 

Sundays; 8:15 am 

Info: www.facebook.com/flclincoln/live or www.flclincoln.org/worship 

Join us Sundays for livestream worship from the Sanctuary at 8:15 am on our Facebook page. If you are unable to 

watch live, you can watch a recording on our Facebook page or by going to www.flclincoln.org/worship. You do not 

need a Facebook account to access the livestream. If you have technical difficulties accessing it, please contact 

Kathleen at kathleen@flclincoln.org. 



Our sympathies to Barbara and Ian Duncanson in the passing of Barbara’s father; the family and friends of Gerry 

Stamm; Molly, Brian and Aliana Goninan, Emma and Garin Newcomb and Megan Morrow in the death of their 

father and grandfather, Andrew Morrow;  Jan and Vern Westberg in the passing of their son; and Shirley Rogge in 

the death of her father. We pray God’s blessings on Harlow Lynn Hughes, daughter of Heather and Troy Hughes, 

who was baptized September 13. 

by Rachel Frank, First Lutheran Member  

Beginning in March, the life of every family became more complicated. As a 

kindergarten teacher, I found myself devoting more time to communicating 

with school families, especially those whose first language is Spanish. My own 

experiences while living in Mexico taught me how important it is to have the 

support of others who serve as cultural brokers, especially when you are not 

fluent in the dominant language. I use my language skills and understanding of 

U.S. systems to help people in the same way. 

I’m grateful that I can communicate easily with parents and children who speak Spanish. At school, this makes me 

a go-to person when people are navigating unfamiliar systems, especially those that involve using English. 

Questions come up about everything from applying for free or reduced lunch, finding and applying for childcare, 

seeking financial assistance, registering motor vehicles, getting food, navigating the student assistance process, 

making medical appointments, transportation, translating during an appointment, how to use a computer, how to 

get internet or how to gain access to technology. 

Recently, I’ve begun to think more deeply about what it means to serve and to be a disciple: Does serving happen 

only when it’s convenient for me? During a pandemic, where is the line between my own safety and the need for 

someone to enter a home to help set up an internet connection so that a student can attend school virtually? Is 

there a set number of hours that I serve others?   

It seems to me that I had previously been a disciple or served on my own terms. Now I wonder: Does my service 

or discipleship have something to do with my position of power as a white person?  What are the boundaries? 

Why do I consider helping someone in the community to be “service,” when I would never label doing the same 

thing for a life-long friend or a family member as “service?”  

I am still thinking about these questions. I write them knowing that many people I encounter each day have very 

real needs. I write them as a person of faith, on a discipleship journey that is fueled by worship and prayer, 

learning and serving. I am eager to hear your thoughts and to continue this conversation in the months ahead. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday, October 4; 8:15 am 

Info: www.facebook.com/flclincoln/live or www.flclincoln.org/worship 

Our Stewardship theme is “Celebrating God's Faithfulness” and this year we celebrate 

First Lutheran’s impacting ministries and partnerships in the community. On October 

4, Consecration Sunday, we will have Stacy Martin, President and CEO of Lutheran 

Family Services of Nebraska, as our guest preacher highlighting our shared work 

together as we live out what it means to be church for the sake of the world. If you haven’t completed your 2021 

Discipleship Plan or Pledge, please do so at www.flclincoln.org/stewardship.  


