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Shop Gifts of Hope
Online December 5
and 6

There are chicks and pigs, water
filters and vaccinations, scholarships
for student moms and solar lanterns.
Laundry detergent for folks who find
themselves homeless and clothes and

BROWSE THE CATALOG AT:
HTTPS://ONLINE.FLIPBUILDER.COM/ZB
FU/RAZX

This year’s Gifts of Hope Market is a
ground-breaking one! You will use an
online catalog to browse 23 pages of
gifts that give twice.

toys for kids who need them. Health
care

policies

assistance.
earrings

and

Stacks
and

kits

immigration
of

hot

for

pads,

crafting.

Activities that bring a full life to
young adults with disabilities and
affordable

virtual

mental

counseling for those in need. Face

interactive

the

masks, note cards and framed art. You

stories behind each gift by watching

are sure to find something for

the videos and visiting the websites of

everyone on your shopping list!

Learn

the nine non-profits featured. There’s
options for every budget and interest.
100% of each gift is donated to the
nine programs.
www.flclincoln.org

The online market opens at 8:00 am
on December 5 and closes at 10:00 pm
on December 6. For assistance, email
store@flclincoln.org.
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The Gifts of Hope catalog is an online,
experience.
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ADULT LEARNING

Dimensions Kids
Explore Nature
BY MICHELLE ZIMMERMAN;
DIMENSIONS EDUCATION PROGRAM

Each month, I would like to
introduce you to a member of our
staff. This month you will meet our
Site Manager, Sara Enevoldsen.

We are taking every opportunity to
get outside and enjoy the beautiful

Adult Forum
Info: connie.kisling@gmail.com
Recordings at www.vimeo.com/flclincoln
December 6 – Transition Plans, Call
Committee Updates and Q&A Session –
Pastor Stephen Griffith and Steve
Eicher; Call Committee Chair.
December 13 – Benedictine Oblates of
NE – Carol Olson, First Lutheran
member. Carol will share her interest in
this group made up of Christian men
and
women
of
all
Christian
denominations who are interested in
enriching their Christian way of life.

fall weather. If you have a chance,
look out into the Nature Explore
Classroom. You will see new things
have appeared. Children have been
excited to use the Art Easel,

December 20 – TBA - Patrick HaydenRoy, First Lutheran member.

however, some of the toddlers
thought it would be perfect as a
volleyball net!
Nature has also provided us with

I am Sara Enevoldsen and I serve as

some

exploration

Site Manager for our Dimensions

opportunities in the last month.

location at First Lutheran. I am

Children discovered ice covered

happily married to my high school

trees, leaves and benches. Fresh

sweetheart and we just celebrated

new snow appeared and so did large

our 15-year anniversary! We cannot

snowballs, snow angels and even

wait

some tasting! There are so many

anniversary with a trip to Colorado

learning opportunities for children

next summer. We have three kids –

each day. Dimensions is incredibly

which we spaced apart very well

lucky to have staff who take

(not intentionally), but it has

advantage of the learning that

worked out well. We have a 14-year

nature provides.

old daughter, 10-year old son and 3-

wonderful

to

truly

celebrate

our

year old daughter. They keep us very
busy as they each have their own set
of needs. We also have one dog, one
kitten, a baby turtle and three
chickens. When I have free time, I
like to watch Netflix, draw or
organize a drawer or closet. A fun
fact about me is that I am a teacher
who doesn’t like coffee!

www.flclincoln.org

December 27 – A Christmas Offering Patrick Hayden-Roy, First Lutheran
member.
Bible Studies - Tuesdays 5:45 pm
and Wednesdays 10:45 am
Info: pastorsteve@flclincoln.org
Tuesday’s group is studying Colossians
and 1 and 2 Thessalonians and
Wednesday’s group is studying Matthew.
Saturday with the Guys - 2nd
Saturday; 8:00 am (Reading Mere
Christianity by C.S. Lewis
Info: jim.kisling@gmail.com
Coffee Talk -Mondays; 1:30 pm
Info: sharon@flclincoln.org
Faith to Go! - 2nd
Wednesdays; 6:30 am
Info: tlbeermann@hotmail.com

&

4th

A Few Good Men Bible Study Tuesdays; 7:00 am
Info: lrockwell@windstream.net
Gather and Gab - Thursdays; 8:00
pm
Info: sharon@flclincoln.org
Women's Circles - Varying dates
and times
Info: cyndi@flclincoln.org

"Hope" is the FaithTrek Word of the Month
INFO: LINDSEY@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Our FaithTrek word of the month for December is "HOPE." During this year's
Advent season we will wait with hope after experiencing many challenging
months. Families will have a devotional to guide them through the month, as
well as an Advent calendar with daily activities and questions. These
activities will be simple, quick and require very few materials. Most of the
materials needed were included in the Advent kids handed out at the Advent

“May the God of hope fill you
with all joy
and peace in believing, so
that you may abound in hope
by the power of the
Holy Spirit.
ROMANS 15: 13

Drive Through in November. For example, the second daily Advent activity is to eat a meal together by
candlelight. Four battery operated tea lights were included in the Advent kit. This may even be a peaceful ritual
that families wish to continue throughout Advent. Please let Lindsey know if you wish to have an Advent kit
delivered to your home.

Middle & High School
Learning
INFO: SHARON@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Dinner+Learning
DECEMBER 2 & 16; 6:30-7:30 PM
INFO: SHARON@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Middle and high school learning lessons will be sent

December's Dinner + Learning topic is baptism.

out via e-mail on Sundays. Included with the lessons

Families will continue to learn at home via the

are mealtime conversation sheets. These contain short

Dinner + Learning website and youth will gather

discussion topics centered around a Bible verse and a

on Zoom the first and third Wednesday. We will

fun family game that can be played before or after the

also gather online each Wednesday at 6:30 pm to

meal. The conversations are adaptable to all ages.

participate in the Advent worship service.

Providing Quality Child
Care During the Pandemic
INFO: PASTORSTEVE@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

During this time of pandemic-imposed closures, we are proud the
Dimensions Education Program is able to continue to provide preschool
children valuable early childhood education at First Lutheran. In the
process, they also support parents who are able to work, often in jobs
that are essential to our community well-being. Depending on the day,
14-20 children are in our newly-remodeled classrooms exploring the
world, learning to get along with others and experiencing care in a safe
environment. Both the children and their families receive extraordinary
care because of our partnership with Dimensions.
www.flclincoln.org

Parking Lot Family
Christmas Caroling

High School & Middle
School Youth Group

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
4:00-5:00 PM

DECEMBER 6 AND 20; 4:00 PM
NFO: SHARON@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Come and sing along to your favorite Christmas carols from

December 6; 4:00 pm

the safety of your car or next to your car as we transmit live

Drive Through Cookie Drop

music through our AM transmittor in the parking lot! There

Bake 2 – 4 dozen of your favorite cookies over

will be some surprise giveaways so you don’t want to miss

the December 4 – 6 weekend and bring to

out on the fun! This is a perfect holiday activity to enjoy as a

First Lutheran. We will set out all the cookies

family and with your friends!

delivered for you to choose from to take some
home. We will also save some to deliver to
Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach. Clearly label
cookie bags as to if they contain nuts or not
and if they are gluten free.

Virtual Christmas Choir
INFO: MUSIC@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Make this Christmas positively memorable by participating
in the Christmas virual choir. If you are interested, contact
Masako. You will receive the music and recording. Your
recording will be due to Masako by December 14.

Give Christmas Donation for
New Decor
INFO: CYNDI@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

December 20; 4:00-5:00 pm
Parking Lot Family Christmas Caroling (See
article to the left)

500 Can Challenge
Met Goal and Beyond
The Nebraska Thrivent Chapter held a "500
Can Challenge” during November. If First
Lutheran could collect 500 food items for the
Lincoln Food Pantry, Thrivent would give an
additional $500 to the Pantry. First Lutheran

First Lutheran welcomes your contribution toward future

not only met the 500 goal, but exceeded it, by

decorations to be used throughout the building. Our new

donating 2,666 food items! The empty shelves

Sanctuary and Gathering area, along with the renovated

at the Food Pantry are now full because of

Upper Room and Common areas, all need new decor. Since

your generosity! Thank you!

we aren't gathering for in-person Christmas worship and
won't be in need of donations for poinsettias, consider a
donation instead towards the purchase of decor. Your
contribution can be in honor or memory of someone, if you
wish. All you need to do is complete the online form. All
donors will be listed in the January edition of The Voice.

www.flclincoln.org

Noisy Offering Raises $780 for Band of the Strong
BY ZACH SCHAFER, FIRST LUTHERAN MEMBER - WWW.BANDOFTHESTRONG.ORG

Thank you for honoring us as the recipients of the Noisy Offering at the Advent
Drive Through in November. The 780 dollars you raised is an astronomical
amount of money for us.
Band of the Strong is a non-profit in Lincoln that provides musical and
expressive arts opportunities to youth in need, as a way to help them to make
sense of their darkest moments. We hold events that combines the power of
art with the kind hearts and open ears of supportive adults. During these
events we use lots of art supplies and work to specialize each experience to the
youth we are working with. Each of our events culminates with a performance
from a local artist who is there to communicate the importance of art as a lifelong endeavor. Beyond our events, we seek to identify youth who may benefit from further support by
providing them with musical instruments to continue their journey.
The 780 dollars raised can buy paint and similar art supplies for more than 10 events, 5 – 7 guitars (or other
instruments) for youth in need, food for hungry kids at multiple events, the time of local mental health
professionals to support youth at upcoming events and allows us to connect our youth to the wisdom local
artists have to share. Your donation will be life-changing for so many kids. Thank you.

Advent - The Spiritual Practice of Waiting
BY DENISE MAINQUIST; FIRST LUTHERAN MEMBER

Liminal space is the time between the ‘what was’ and the ‘next.’ It is a place of transition, a season of waiting, and
not knowing. You may have heard this term used more frequently in the last eight months of this drastic change
in our daily lives.
Advent is our Christian version of liminal space. It is a season of darkness that cannot be rushed. Advent invites us
to embrace the spiritual discipline of waiting. Take on one or more of these spiritual assignments to signal your
willingness to wait during Advent.
Let God sit in the director’s chair.

Grow through periods of waiting that entail

Give up your fantasy timetables and go with the

darkness and dread.

flow.

Work to reduce your anger and frustration about

Do not try to push the river; all will happen in God’s

waiting.

time.

Always be a person animated by hope.

Have faith that all good things come to those who

Take time during periods of waiting to count your

wait patiently.

blessings.

www.flclincoln.org

Advent: Experience Both
Light & Darkness

Join us for Christmas
Worship

NOVEMBER 29-DECEMBER 20

DECEMBER 24, 25 AND 27

Sunday, November 29, is the first Sunday of Advent,

Christmas Eve - Two pre-recorded services will be

the season of preparing for the celebration of the

online to help you worship on this holy night. At 5:00

birth of Christ. This year our theme is, “In Light &

pm

Darkness.” We will explore how to experience both

Candlelight, with organ and brass, and all the

light and darkness in constructive balance, instead

traditional Christmas carols you have come to love!

of the common opposites of light as good and

Then at 8:00 pm watch our Christmas Eve Reflective

darkness as bad. This theme will help us shape our

Service, an experience modeled on Compline (Night

Advent activities:

Prayer), with string instruments and piano, and ending

Sunday worship by livestream at 8:15 am on our
website and Facebook page.
Weekly devotional, with coloring pages and

we

will

present

Carols,

Communion

and

with candles and Silent Night. Both Christmas Eve
services will go live on our Facebook page and our
website at the designated times.

reflections, delivered online in Sunday's weekly

Christmas Day - Our Christmas morning livestream

worship email.

worship at 10:00 am will be a simple morning prayer

Mid-week worship services each Wednesday

service with scripture, prayers, a brief homily, followed

(December 2, 9, 16 and 23) with a pre-recording of

by a baptism. You can watch live on our Facebook page

the much loved Holden Evening Prayer service

and our website.

with scripture and a reflection by one of First
Lutheran's members.
The pre-recorded worship service will be available
in each week's First Things First email and on our
website to watch on-demand. If you would like to
watch the worship service as part of a community

Sunday, December 27 - Join us as we continue
celebrating Christmas with readings, carols and Holy
Communion in our livestream worship service.

Zoom Tutorial

with others and enjoy some fellowship time online

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1; 3:00 PM
INFO:KATHLEEN@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

together after, join us at Noon on Zoom. Click here

If you would like to join online ministry activities,

to join the Zoom worship service. If evening suits

including Advent noon worship, but don't know how to

your schedule better, join us for a watch party at

use Zoom, join the Zoom tutorial Kathleen Simley is

6:30 pm on our Facebook page.

offering. Email Kathleen to register.

www.flclincoln.org

Depending on God's Strength for Whatever Lay Ahead
BY ANDY AND TERRY KRUSE, FIRST LUTHERAN MEMBERS

When asked to tell our story of discipleship and to relate it to the advent
theme of In Light and Darkness, it brought to mind our experience of light
and darkness during a difficult chapter of our lives.
In October of 2015 Andy was diagnosed with acute leukemia. As you can
imagine there were plenty of dark moments. However, we were also
overwhelmed by the light of God that we felt through the love and care of so
many.
There were times in this journey that the information we received from the medical team was not what we were
praying for. We knew we had to depend on God’s strength for whatever lay ahead. Our prayers for strength,
peace and trust were answered through those who cared for all of us. From the neighbor who helped us the very
first day, our Pastor who visited, listened, encouraged and prayed, our incredible family who immediately drove
several hours to be with us, our parents, whose faith gave us a strong foundation, our sister who took care of our
big dog and whose very first response was that she would be happy to donate bone marrow (before we even
knew this was a treatment option!), our brother who selflessly became the bone marrow doner as he was a
perfect match, our niece who took in our little dog, our good friends who became family for our beautiful
daughter while we spent 4 months at Mayo Clinic, the amazing medical staff who got us through each trying
moment, our incredible church family who prayed, sent cards, helped to stream Anna’s confirmation to the
hospital, and visited us, the friends near and far who gave us strength through Caring Bridge and our amazingly
strong children, Sam, Jack and Anna, whose maturity, character and love made it possible to carry on.
Through this time, we felt and relied on God’s presence in moments of darkness and in moments of light. God
made his presence known to us through so many people every step of the way. They were our light.

Member Happenings

Year End Reports and Giving

Our sympathies to Ann Masters in the

End-of-the-year reports are due from Committee Chairs and

passing

staff to cyndi@flclincoln.org by noon Friday, December 18.

of

her

mother,

Helen

Bartholomew; Nyabuony Ubeck at the

Bios and photos are due to cyndi@flclincoln.org from all

loss of her son, Mat Duoth; the family of

nominees

Ethel Fairchild; Annette Werschke in the

Committee,

death of her husband, Gary Werschke;

Endowment Board by noon Friday, December 18.

and the family of Paul Thoren. We

2021 offering envelopes will be available for pickup at the

celebrate the baptism of Camden Dean
.
Miller, the great grandson of Millie

church starting Tuesday, December 1.

Howe, and the marriage of Riley Johnson

4:00 pm on Thursday, December 31.

and Anna Ripa.
www.flclincoln.org
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Call Process is Moving Quickly
BY PASTOR STEVE GRIFFITH, TRANSITIONAL PASTOR
FOLLOW THE CALL PROCESS AT WWW.FLCLINCOLN.ORG/CALLPROCESS

The process of calling a new lead pastor is beginning to move quickly. The Council and Call Committee have been
working hard for several months to prepare. The Ministry Site Profile and all the related materials have been
submitted and approved, and they are now available to rostered ministers and synod leaders across the United
States. First Lutheran’s profile has “gone live.” The Call Committee is preparing to conduct interviews. They have
scheduled two practice interviews with pastors who have been trained to give them feedback for their work when
they receive names of candidates from the synod. Committee chair, Steve Eicher, anticipates starting to interview
candidates after January 1. Steve Eicher and Pastor Steve will be visiting with the Adult Forum December 6 at 9:30 am
on Zoom. For information on how to join the online session, contact Connie Kisling at connie.kisling@gmail.com.

First Things
First E-Newsletter

Facebook

Instagram

Livestream
Worship

Each person is a unique creation of God and, through grace, is a child of God. The people of First Lutheran Church welcome all because God welcomes
all, without regard for race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity or relationship status, physical or mental challenges, imprisonment,
addictions, socio-economic circumstances, or anything else that too often divides us. First Lutheran Church is a spiritual community that celebrates the
gifts of God that can empower us to engage in the struggles of life, to care for each other, and to serve Christ where we work and live. Our unity is in
Christ.
The Voice is a monthly publication of First Lutheran Church - 1551 S. 70th Street - Lincoln, NE 68506 - 402.488.0919 - www.flclincoln.org

