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Easter at First Lutheran Church

I Wonder

yearned to travel. We have yearned for

BY KATHLEEN SIMLEY; FIRST LUTHERAN
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

the day when our meetings, events and
gatherings are held in-person and not

As an increasing number of citizens are

virtually. We have yearned to hug

getting vaccinated and we see a drop in

another person.

positive

cases,

hospitalizations

and

deaths due to coronavirus, we are
beginning to see some forms of preCOVID life return.
For the last 14 months we have yearned
for what’s happening today. We have
yearned to visit our loved ones in nursing
homes or assisted living centers. We have
yearned to attend sporting events and
concerts. We have yearned to worship inperson. We have yearned to return to the
workplace with our colleagues. We have
yearned to eat in a restaurant. We have
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Many of the things we have yearned for
are now happening or are available to
some of us. And, yet, we aren’t all
reacting to it with the, “WOO HOO!”,
we imagined we would.
As much as we all struggled to
transition into a life with COVID-19 a
year ago, some of us are struggling to
transition into a life where COVID-19
isn’t controlling everything we do, and
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eventually, a life without COVID-19.
Transitions are hard. Switching up
(Continued on page 7)

First Lutheran to
Become TeleHealh Site

ADULT LEARNING

Dimensions Wrapping Up Challenging
School Year
BY MICHELLE ZIMMER
DIMENSIONS EDUCATION PROGRAM

May is a busy month, our school year
session ends on Thursday, May 20, we
have a teacher workday on May 21 and
jump right into our summer program
on Monday, May 24. We are looking
forward to the warm weather and are
looking forward to our Nature Explore
Classroom workday on May 15. We
hope you can join us! (See the story on
page 5.)
As the school year winds down, we
look back and reflect on all the
challenges, hard decisions and changes
we needed to make. As we move
forward, we want to embrace the gifts
that blossomed in all the opportunities
we were given to slow down, take a
step

back

important.

and

realize

Thank

you

what
for

is

your

continued support as we all navigated
through hard times.

Bible Study Groups to Meet In-Person
TUESDAYS, 5:45 PM; WEDNESDAYS 10:45 AM
INFO: SHARON@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Bible study groups will begin meeting in person on Tuesday, May 4, 5:45 pm
and Wednesday, May 5, 10:45 am. Participants will wear mask and social
distance. In addition, people will be able to join the studies by Zoom. Email
Sharon Hardel to receive the link. The Tuesday group is reading the Gospel
of Luke while the Wednesday group is studying 1st and 2nd Peter. No
previous Bible knowledge is required. Both groups welcome beginners and
long-time readers alike. The focus is on exploring how we apply the
readings to our daily lives.
www.flclincoln.org

Adult Forum
Info: connie.kisling@gmail.com
Recordings at www.vimeo.com/flclincoln
May 2 – Neighborhood Watch – Officer
Hellmuth, Lincoln Police Department
(LPD). Learn you how can reduce
criminal opportunity, which in turn,
will reduce your chances of becoming
a crime victim.
May 9 – Call Committee Update –
Pastor Stephen Griffith and Steve
Eicher.
May 16 – NO Adult Forum – End of
Learning Year Celebration in person at
the church
May 23 – 2:00 pm Forum time (instead
of the 9:30 am hour) – The White
Christian Nationalist Movement –
Pastor Lauren Muratore (former Vicar
at First Lutheran) and Jack Jenkins,
National reporter for Religion News
Service.
May 30 – History of the Notre Dame
Cathedral in Paris – Elaine Kruse, First
Lutheran member.
Bible Studies - Tuesdays 5:45 pm
and Wednesdays 10:45 am
Info: pastorsteve@flclincoln.org
Tuesday’s group is studying Titus and
Wednesday’s group is studying Ephesians.
Saturday with the Guys - 2nd
Saturday; 8:00 am (Reading Mere
Christianity by C.S. Lewis)
Info: jim.kisling@gmail.com
Coffee Talk -Mondays; 1:30 pm
Info: sharon@flclincoln.org
Faith to Go! - 2nd &
Wednesdays; 6:30 am
Info: tlbeermann@hotmail.com

4th

A Few Good Men Bible Study Tuesdays; 7:00 am
Info: lrockwell@windstream.net
Gather and Gab - Thursdays; 8:00
pm
Info: sharon@flclincoln.org
Women's Circles - Varying dates
and times
Info: cyndi@flclincoln.org

FaithTrek to End Year with a Celebration
SUNDAY, MAY 2 AND MAY 16; 9:30 AM
INFO: LINDSEY@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.’ " (Matthew 22:36-39)
FaithTrek will gather on Sunday, May 2, in the Activity
Center, for their last learning event and again on
Sunday, May 16, to celebrate the past year with donut
holes and juice! FaithTrek began the learning year with
"neighbor" as the word of the month and will also end
with the word, "neighbor." It is so important to show
love and compassion to our neighbors, especially with
all the challenges of the past year. Click here for ideas

FaithTrek families gathered in April.

on how your family can show love to your neighbors.

Middle & High School
Learning
SUNDAY, MAY 2; 6:00 PM / SUNDAY, MAY 16; 9:30 AM
INFO: SHARON@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Middle and high school learning will meet on Sunday
May 2, to look back over their monthly words and
determine how each word helps them to love their
neighbor. A closing celebration will be held on
Sunday, May 16, with donut holes, a scavenger hunt
and other fun activities.

Dinner+Learning
SUNDAY, MAY 12; 6:30-7:30 PM
INFO: SHARON@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

The final meeting of the school year for students and
parents will be Sunday, May 12, and the topic is the
cost of discipleship. Our current 6th graders will also
join in to see what Dinner + Learning is all about.
Dates will be set for the fall retreats and the
Affirmation of Baptism service for the current 8th
graders.
www.flclincoln.org

Youth Planning Accompaniment Trip to Savannah, GA
INFO: SHARON@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Eleven youth and four adult advisors will head to Savannah, GA, this summer for
an accompaniment experience and the opportunity to serve with hands-on
outdoor projects throughout the city. They also plan to learn by visiting local
civil rights memorials and may even visit a church that was part of the
underground railroad. The group will also have the opportunity to visit Pastor
Justin Eller (our previous Associate Pastor) and worship at his new congregation
in Atlanta before heading to Savannah. Watch for information about upcoming
fundraisers and how you can help our youth and adults get to Savannah.

National 9/11 Exhibit Coming to Lincoln
MAY 11-22; GATEWAY MALL CENTER COURT

In honor of the 20th anniversary of 9/11, a replica of the World Trade
Center will be making a stop in Lincoln at the Gateway Mall from May 1122. The nonprofit organization, Honor365, started a nationwide tour of
the exhibit in January. The replica was constructed in the Netherlands by
artist Daan Van Der Steijn. A one-hour Honor Walk is planned for May 12
at 10:00 am at the Veterans Memorial Garden to remember and honor
the fallen of 9/11 and pay tribute to veterans and responders in the
community.

Thanks to your generosity we collected enough Noisy

High School & Middle
School Youth Group

Offering to purchase eight pigs through the ELCA Good

INFO: SHARON@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Changing Lives with Pigs
Gifts program. These pigs will be given to families to
raise and eventually use for food or have piglets for the
families to sell at market to make money.

93 Lives Saved from Donors
Thank you to the donors who contributed a total of 13
pints of blood during our April Red Cross Blood Drive.
We have collected a total of 31 pints from our blood

May 2: Conversation about the "words of the
month" this past year and team building games
from 6:00 – 8:00 pm.
May 9: Family Game Night from 4:00 – 6:00 pm
in person and on Zoom. See story on page 7.
May 16: Accompaniment trip planning from 6:00
– 8:00 pm.

drives in October and April. Each pint helps three

May 23: Baccalaureate Service for high school

people so 93 people were helped from the drives.

graduates at 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary. See story
on page 6.
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Outdoor ClassroomWork Day
SATURDAY, MAY 15; 8:00 AM-NOON
INFO: BARB MONSON; BYMONSON@GMAIL.COM

Spring is here and that means it's time for an outdoor clean-up
day at church! There is much to do as our Preschool Outdoor
Classroom has gotten lots of use this year and needs a little
refresh. We will be adding mulch and sand and some new
things for the preschoolers to enjoy. There will also be other
projects around the church grounds, so lots of help is needed. Grab a friend and your rake and/or shovel
(wheelbarrows would be useful, too) and come join the fun! Can’t be at the work day, but want to contribute to
the outdoor playground? We are looking for small woody shrubs that can be replanted in the Outdoor Classroom.
If you have something you might want to share or contribute, contact Barb Monson.

Remember Your Loved Ones

Music Ministry Updates

INFO: WWW.FLCLINCOLN.ORG/ENDOWMENT

INFO: MUSIC@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Consider making a contribution to the First Lutheran

A big thanks to the Adult Choir, Chorister Choir (Orff

Endowment Fund as a Memorial Day remembrance. It is

Ensemble), Cherub Choir and Spirit Ringers who

a special way for you to acknowledge your loved ones

shared their gifts throughout a challenging year!

while supporting First Lutheran’s community outreach,

Adult Choir and Cherub Choir met on Zoom. Spirit

mission development and other ministries. Make your

Ringers transitioned to in-person and Chorister

donation online at www.flclincoln.org/endowment by

Choir transitioned to a hybrid model (in-person and

May 28.

Zoom). Thank you also to the parents who supported
the musicians by learning new technology and
blessing our worship with joyful noises. Shout out to
the directors, Erin Niebuhr and Jan Mares, and to the
technical engineer, Brian Niebuhr!
Summer Music Ministry Opportunities:
Vocal Trio & Quartet
String Ensemble
Handbell Ensemble
Small Jazz Ensemble
Childen's Choirs Celebration and Awards Ceremony Wednesday, May 12, at 5:00 pm at Robert's Park.
If you can speak or read other languages for the
Pentecost worship reading (Acts 2), please contact
Masako by May 9.
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Receiving Gifts with an Open Heart, Mind and Spirit
INFO: CAROL OLSON; CAROLINROMA@YAHOO.COM

John 20:22 “When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
Jesus wants us to be ready to receive this precious gift, by being open, vulnerable, and available to the Divine. I
often notice that some people brush off compliments with a, "no problem", or an, “oh, that’s okay, I don’t need
anything,” when given an unexpected gift. In order to receive, we must be open in our minds, hearts and bodies.
We have to let down our guard and acknowledge that we are not in charge in this situation; we have to wait in
order to obtain the gift. We might even question whether we deserve any gift or recognition. By grace we receive
the Holy Spirit; we can’t do anything to enhance or diminish this gift! Whew! Our hands (and perhaps our minds)
need to be less full in order to receive any gift. Participating in spiritual practices, such as, times of meditation,
mindfulness and prayer help to keep us open to the Divine and to others. When we give gifts we are giving away a
little piece of ourselves. Author Danielle Shroyer explains this very well: “When we accept blessing, we also accept
we are all connected to God and we are all connected to each other and to creation.”
Some suggestions for receiving gifts: The next time you are given something, try to receive it from a relaxed and
open posture, opening your hands gently and pausing to listen closely to their words. What do you notice when
you approach receiving in this way and what happens when you don't? What are some spiritual practices that you
can regularly participate in to keep your heart and mind open to the Divine and to others?

Memorial Day Service
MONDAY, MAY 31; 10:00 AM
INFO: BILL SHANER; BILLSHANER402@GMAIL.COM

The Columbarium Committee would like to invite those who have loved ones inurned in the Columbarium to a
Memorial Day service. There will be no refreshments following the service as in the past. In addition to the brief
service in the Activity Center, the Columbarium and Memorial Garden will be open 9:00 am to Noon for family
visits.

Baccalaureate Service for 2021 Graduates Planned
SUNDAY, MAY 23; 6:00 PM
INFO: SHARON@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

First Lutheran would like to congratulate and celebrate our 2021 high school graduates.
Hailey Condreay

Ethan Cotter

Madelyn Cover

Bryce Johnson

Emily Jordan

Daniel Krause

Navy Mathes

Caden Peppmuller

Alyssa Peters

RyAnna Polenske

Leah Schartz

Tyler Scheel

Please help us recognize their achievements by attending the Baccalaureate Service.
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I Wonder
(Continued from page 1)
routines can be challenging. Changing habits requires time, motivation and effort.
I am in a time of transition. I am being challenged to re-think the way I have
lived my life this past year with COVID-19. I’m reflecting on what I’ve been
doing, how I’ve been doing it, who I’ve been doing it with and without, where
I’ve been doing it and how it might all change again. I wonder...
Will having more in-person interaction drain or build my energy level? Will virtual
meetings be of necessity or something of convenience for me? Will I protect my
calendar with white space or fill it up to be as full as it once was? Will I dread
having to dress up and leave my home or look forward to it? Will technology play
an even bigger role in my daily life or will I set limits and boundaries? Will relationships I had be as solid and
important in my life as they were before? Will I live life with more gratitude and not take it for granted? Will I say,
“I love you,” more often or let it go unspoken? Will I adapt some of my new routines back to my old routines? Will
I have become more self-minded or community-minded? Will COVID-19 become an excuse or still a valid reason?
Yeah. I’ve been wondering a lot about how I will live life in a post-COVID world. Maybe you have been, too. While
we are by no means fully there and won’t be for a good long while, the shift towards it is beginning. And, as the
transition continues, it will shake up the life we have settled into this past year.
It's interesting how a year ago I was in the same state of wonder I find myself in today. I think what I am
struggling with now is seeing how the transition we experienced a year ago has really changed our lives and will
continue to into the future. Just as we experienced anxiety, stress and fear of the unknown at the start of the
pandemic, we are experiencing some of the same feelings as we transition into a life of unknowns out of the
pandemic. We are experiencing a new transition and while it isn’t as abrupt as the one we experienced a year ago,
it is still challenging and still leaves us to wonder.
You may be going through a challenging transition now or in the near future and are wondering about some of
the same things as I. Practice patience. Grant yourself grace. Reach out to family and friends for support. Take
one day and one step at a time and have faith that time and God will figure all things out for you.
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First Lutheran to Become TeleHealth Site
INFO: PASTORSTEVE@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

One exciting new ministry of First Lutheran is
a partnership with Lutheran Family Services
(LFS) to provide behavioral health services via
TeleHealth. Through a new program made
possible by a Cares Act grant, LFS has given
the church a Chromebook computer that
connects
counselors.

to

their

Because

behavioral
of

the

health

coronavirus

pandemic, LFS is not seeing clients at any of
their facilities, relying instead on virtual
meetings with clients for counseling sessions.

150th Anniversary Update
INFO: JUDY BAILEY; JKBAILEY47@GMAIL.COM

However, many clients do not have internet

We can't believe a year has gone by since

access, or a safe, confidential space to have

we were ready to celebrate our church's

these sessions. First is joining a network of 12

150th Anniversary and dedicate our new

churches across the state to provide an

church space. We want to let you know we

accessible place for clients to keep their

are still planning a celebration. We are

scheduled appointments. LFS hopes to have

hoping to invite everyone back and do all the activities we had

20 sites open by summer and eventually grow

planned when our world opens up again and we know it’s safe.

the program to a total of 40.

Hopefully by then, we will have our new pastors and we will be
ready to celebrate 150 + 1 or 2!

Member Happenings
Our sympathies to Alissa and Liana Sandin on the passing of their father, Bud Sandin; Dolores Roundey, daughter
Bettina Roundey, and grandchildren Lena and Alexander DeHaas, on the passing of Bill Roundey; Nancy and Dale
Clay, whose brother-in-law, Gary Simpson, passed away; and Dale and Angie Ripa and family on the death of
Dale's mother, Norma Ripa.
Congratulations to Christopher and Jordyn Simley on the birth of a son, Hudson, on April 19.
Welcome to our newest members: Amy Elizabeth Harrison, Michele Johnson Clouse and MacKenzie Clouse.

Are You Receiving the First Things First Weekly Email?
INFO: KATHLEEN@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Are you subscribed to our weekly First Things First email, but not receiving it in your Inbox? If so, check your Spam
or Junk folder. Each email provider has different filters and may detect the email as spam. If you still do not find it,
contact Kathleen to check the status of your subscription. If you are not subscribed, but want to be, click here!
www.flclincoln.org

April Happenings

Quarterly Budget Report
INFO: BRYAN HANSON; BRYAN@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Operating Results
Obviously more financial assumptions than normal had to be built into the
2021 budget last fall. For the most part, both the receipt and expense
assumptions for the first quarter offset with receipts ($17,368) under
budget and expenses ($20,932) under budget, resulting in a $3,564 surplus
for the quarter.
With limited in-person worship beginning in March we would project receipts to gradually increase as attendance
limits are increased. Year-to-date contribution statements will be mailed after April month-end is closed.
In addition to regular offerings a total of $6,571 was contributed in the first quarter to people in need thru the Food
Pantry, Matt Talbot, BackPack and Pastor Discretionary funds!!
Building Project
$2.6 million has been received to-date from the initial capital campaign pledge drive that began in 2nd quarter
2018. Approximately $228,000 pledges remain to be contributed.
In addition to the mortgage payments which began in August 2020, two mortgage pre-payments totaling $165,000
have been made with excess campaign funds reducing the balance to $1,870,535 as of March 31st. In March, the
mortgage interest rate was re-negotiated with the ELCA Mission Investment Fund reducing from to 3.95% (from
4.625%), which will save $1,000/month in interest expense.
The following motions were approved in the April Council meeting relating to the mortgage:
60% of the bequest received from Carol Reed’s estate will be used as a mortgage pre-payment. In addition, 20%
of the bequest will be transferred to the Endowment Fund and the remaining 20% will be maintained in the
Designated account for future Council discretion.
Approval to proceed with a ‘soft’ follow-up three-year capital campaign pledge this summer as originally
planned at the beginning of the building project in 2018. The funds generated in the follow-up campaign will be
used to make the mortgage payments through 2024, with any excess funds applied as mortgage pre-payments
to drive down the monthly mortgage payment to an amount that can be absorbed into the regular operating
budget in 2025 - with the assistance of the Mortgage Transition Fund which we will continue to build-up
through 2024. More information will be coming when the Advisory/Implementation Committee is formed.

Convenient Options for Giving
We are grateful for your continued support of First Lutheran and its ministries through your regular financial
giving. Your generosity has been amazing. Thank you! If you aren't already and would like to set up electronic
payments, you can do so at www.flclincoln.org/give or through the free app, GivePlus+. This safe and secure app is
managed by Vanco, the service provider First Lutheran uses for online giving. If you would like to learn about
setting up recurring electronic giving, contact Bryan Hanson. He will be happy to assist you.
www.flclincoln.org

What Word Would You Use to Describe Your Worship
Experience?
INFO: FLCLINCOLN@GMAIL.COM

On Ash Wednesday, February 18, we opened for the
first in-person worship service in almost a year.
We surveyed members who attended both services
and asked them, "What word would you use to
describe your worship experience?" Here are some of
the many words that were shared: Relief. Unity.
Comforting. Peaceful. Blessed. Wonderful. Soulfilled. Powerful. Rewarding. Meaningful. Joyful.
Fantastic.

Reassuring.

Restorative.

Happy.

Thankful. Life-giving. Soul cleansing. Emotional.
Gratifying. Heartwarming. Moving. Community.
Hopefulness.
Following Ash Wednesday worship, we continued offering in-person worship on Wednesdays throughout Lent
and a full worship schedule during Holy Week and Easter Sunday. We have also resumed our weekly worship
schedule on Saturday evening at 5:30 pm, Sundays at 8:15 am and 10:45 am and Nuer worship at Noon. If you have
returned to worship in-person since Ash Wednesday, what word would you use to describe your experience? We
would love to hear! Email us at flclincoln@gmail.com!

Worship Assistants Needed
SIGN UP AT WWW.FLCLINCOLN.ORG/RESOURCES

It requires a team of many helping hands to offer
meaningful worship services every week. Your
continued act of service is important as we resume
a full weekly worship schedule. All ages are
welcome to volunteer and no previous experience
is needed. Training is offered for anyone serving in
a new way.

First Things
First E-Newsletter

Facebook

Instagram

Livestream
Worship

Each person is a unique creation of God and, through grace, is a child of God. The people of First Lutheran Church welcome all because God welcomes
all, without regard for race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity or relationship status, physical or mental challenges, imprisonment,
addictions, socio-economic circumstances, or anything else that too often divides us. First Lutheran Church is a spiritual community that celebrates the
gifts of God that can empower us to engage in the struggles of life, to care for each other, and to serve Christ where we work and live. Our unity is in
Christ.
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