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Our Memorial Garden is a beautiful, serene and peaceful setting for anyone needing a quiet moment.

The Man Who Lived
by the River

and when he's not in his suit and tie,
Notre Dame sweatshirt.

BY MICHAEL ZIMMERMAN

One of my favorite shows of all-time is
the political drama 'The West Wing'.
Some of you may remember it and enjoy
it, too. My father-in-law, Mitch Snyder,
and I still like to talk about its storylines
and characters.
There's one scene in particular that I

In this memorable scene, President
Bartlett is conversing with his beloved
friend and priest from his childhood
parish,

Father

Thomas

Cavanaugh

(played by Karl Malden), inside a dimly
lit Oval Office at midnight. The
problem he couldn't fix.

Josiah Bartlett (played by the actor

President says he asked God for
wisdom but is angry that it never came.

Martin Sheen) is a devout Catholic and
biblical scholar. He quotes many verses

Father Cavanaugh leans toward the

from memory throughout the series,

President, and says, "You know, you
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Father Cavanaugh asks Bartlett if he
prayed about his problem, to which the

For some helpful context, President

Dimensions to Celebrate
International Mud Day

President was in agony about a

wanted to write about today because it
has always stayed with me.
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Dimensions Children to Celebrate
International Mud Day

July 4 – Feeling Through - A short
video from the Oscars. A homeless
teen meets a deaf-blind man who
changes his life forever. Discussion will
follow this 18:25 minute video.

BY MICHELLE ZIMMER
DIMENSIONS EDUCATION PROGRAM

Thank you to all of those who
helped during the Nature Explore

July 11 – NO Adult Forum. Attend the
VBS closing event!

Classroom workday. Your time and
hard work helps to give the children

July 18 – A Faithful Response to QAnon
– Pastor Stephen Griffith and Sharon
Hardel. We will look at various
conspiracy theories, including QAnon
and explore how people of faith
respond.

amazing experiences outside.
Thank you also to all who gave to
Dimensions for Give to Lincoln Day.
This year our total was $9,045. We
cannot express enough how this
helps our program begin to recover.
Children at Dimensions have many

began as an exchange between the

opportunities to enjoy mud whether

children of Nepal and Australia,

it is from the rain or created by the

organized by Bishnu Bhatta and

children. For a few days during the

Gillian McAuliffe, as an idea shared

month of July we will be celebrating

and now celebrated throughout the

International Mud Day (which is

world. We are excited to muck

officially on June 29). Mud Day

around in the mud!

Impact a Child's Life: Serve as a
Learnng Leader
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22; NOON-2:00 PM
INFO: SHARON@FLCLINCOLN.ORG OR LINDSEY@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Do you enjoy working with kids and learning alongside them? Do you have a
ministry you can share with kids? Make a difference in the faith life of our
children and young people by serving as a Sunday morning learning leader
next school year. All ages are welcome! Whether you can help every week or
one week a month, we would love to have your help. If you would like to
help with FaithTrek (Preschool-5th grade), contact Lindsey Boyle. If you
would like to help with middle and/or high school age, contact Sharon
Hardel. The learning year begins on September 12 and the orientation on
August 22 at Noon will be sure to get you started on the right foot!
www.flclincoln.org

Adult Forum
Sundays; 9:30-10:30 am; Chapel
Info: connie.kisling@gmail.com

July 25 – Accompaniment Trip Report –
Sharon Hardel and First Lutheran
Youth. Hear about the experiences 12
of our youth and 4 adults had serving
in Savannah, GA, earlier in the month.
Bible Studies - Tuesdays 5:45 pm
and Wednesdays 10:45 am; Zoom &
In-Person
Info: pastorsteve@flclincoln.org
Tuesday’s group is studying Luke and
Wednesday’s group is studying 1, 2 and 3
John.
Saturday with the Guys - 2nd
Saturday; 8:00 am; In-Person
(Reading Mere Christianity by C.S.
Lewis)
Info: jim.kisling@gmail.com
Coffee Talk -Mondays; 1:30 pm; InPerson
Info: sharon@flclincoln.org
Faith to Go! - 2nd &
Wednesdays; 6:30 am; Zoom
Info: tlbeermann@hotmail.com

4th

A Few Good Men Bible Study Tuesdays; 7:00 am; Zoom
Info: lrockwell@windstream.net
Gather and Gab - Thursdays; 8:00
pm; Zoom
Info: sharon@flclincoln.org
Women's Circles - Varying dates
and times
Info: cyndi@flclincoln.org

Last Chance to Register for VBS Compassion Camp
JULY 5-9; 6:00-8:00 PM; ACTIVITY CENTER
REGISTER ONLINE AT HTTPS://FORMS.GLE/BXNB65MHLGGC9PZ38
INFO: LINDSEY@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

It's not too late to register your family for Vacation Bible School Compassion
Camp, from 6:00-8:00 pm, July 5-9! Hear bible stories, make music, do
crafts, enjoy movement activities and perform acts of compassion! Please
register online so we can provide you with a Compassion Camp t-shirt!

Summer Music
in Worship

Celebration for Children's Choirs
Planned

INFO: MASAKO AT

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25; 5:00 PM

MUSIC@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

INFO: MUSIC@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

July 11 – 10:45 am Worship

Save the day for the Children's Choirs

VBS Children

Kick Off Celebration! All children, from

July 18 – 8:15 am Worship

Kindergarten through 6th grade, and

Men’s Choir

their families are invited to join in on the

July 18 – 10:45 am Worship

fun! Let’s celebrate a wonderful year

Women’s Choir

ahead of praising and serving God! Look

July 25 – 10:45 am Worship

for more information in the August

Children’s Ensemble (K – 7th

edition of The Voice.

Grade)
Contact

Masako

for

more

information about rehearsal
times.

Update Your
Information
INFO: CYNDI@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Have you moved? Has your email
address

or

phone

number

changed? Update your contact
information

for

the

church

directory by contacting Cyndi.
www.flclincoln.org

Support Foster Families at the Foster Care Closet
INFO: KSLENZEN@OUTLOOK.COM

The Hunger & Clothing Team at First Lutheran is collecting
items for the Foster Care Closet through the month of July.
This program helps children and youth in the foster care
system. Many enter the system with only the clothing they
are wearing. Children and their foster families can shop at the closet to fulfill their needs. Look for the display in
the Gathering Area to leave your donations. You can review the list of most needed items at
https://flclincoln.org/news/donate-items-for-the-foster-care-closet. Monetary donations will also be accepted.
Thank you for your Noisy Offering in June for the Foster Care Closet! We collected $56.47 in donations! We will
have another Noisy Offering collection for the Closet on July 11 so bring your loose change and dollar bills!

Accept the Envelope Challenge
INFO: SHARON@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Our youth are ready to head to Savannah, GA, July 3 – 9, for an accompaniment trip (see article below), but have
not had much opportunity to fundraise due to the pandemic. They want to thank everyone who bought
spaghetti-to-go the day of the annual meeting, but it was the only fundraiser held since February of 2020. To
help the youth finance the trip, we are introducing a fundraiser called, The Envelope Challenge. You will find
envelopes with $1.00 through $250.00 written on them on a wall in the Gathering Area. Choose one with the
amount you would like to donate. Once all the envelopes are filled we will have raised over $31,000 and will have
enough money for the accompaniment trip this year, as well as next year's National Youth Gathering. This will
allow us to donate funds from future fundraisers, such as bake sales, spaghetti feeds, etc. to community
organizations or local causes. Accept the challenge and take an envelope!

Youth Accompany Those in
Need in Savannah, GA
Over 20% of Savannah's population lives below the poverty
line and the number of people experiencing homelessness
is on the rise due to limited access to affordable housing
and other resources. Our First Lutheran accompaniment
team of 12 youth and 4 adults will travel to Savannah, GA,
July 3-9, to help with outdoor gardening and landscaping
for individuals and agencies in need. They will also explore
Savannah, including First African Baptist Church, thought
to be the oldest African-American congregation in the
United States and was a stop on the Underground Railroad.
www.flclincoln.org

Enjoy Refreshing Fair
Trade Tea
SUNDAY, JULY 11; 9:15-10:45 AM
INFO: FDOOLITTLE@WINDSTREAM.NET

Wouldn’t some iced tea be refreshing now
that the weather has warmed up? You can
find many delicious options at the Fair
Trade sales table, including Earl Grey,
English Breakfast and regular green tea.
Like the green tea, the English Breakfast is
grown in Potong Tea Garden, run by a
workers’ collective. Organizations like Tea
Promoters of India ensure that the
producers receive fair compensation.

Save the Date for
CROP Walk 2021
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12
BETHANY CHRISTIAN CHURCH; 1645 NORTH
COTNER BLVD; LINCOLN, NE

Look for more information to come!

Over $1000 Given to First Lutheran Endowment Fund
Thank you to everyone who made a Memorial Day donation to the First Lutheran Endowment Fund:
Harold & Gay Sutter, in memory of parents, Guy & Martha Snethen, Herman & Dorma Sutter, and siblings,
Tom Snethen, LaDonna (Sutter) Blevins and Robert Sutter.
Al and Kristy Williams, in memory of Raymond & Fern Siekman and Al & Ruth Williams.
Beth Strasheim, in memory of husband, Eldon.
Phyllis Frickel, in memory of husband, Bob.
Judy Bailey, in memory of husband, Randy.
Donna Nelson, in memory of grandson, Grant Nelson, and husband, George Nelson.
Donice Kaspar, in memory of husband, Tom.
Linda Bogenrief, in memory of her husband.
www.flclincoln.org

Soft Capital Campaign Now Underway
INFO: BRYAN@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

Three years ago when we began the building project journey, little did we know a pandemic would keep us from
enjoying our beautiful, welcoming and accessible building for almost 12 months. The Church Council recently
approved a follow-up ‘soft’ Capital Campaign for the building project – something we planned to do even prior to
the pandemic.
Funds

received

from

the

follow-up

Capital

Campaign will be used to make the monthly
mortgage payments (in addition to mortgage prepayments) through 2024. A campaign goal of
$700,000 - 25% of what has been received from the
initial capital campaign - will allow us to cut the
monthly mortgage payment in half by 2025 when
the payments will begin to be included in our
operating budget
Three informational sessions were held in June with more possibly planned for July. Pledge cards will be mailed
the first week of July with a requested return date of July 31.

Picnic and Baseball
Get out to Haymarket Park and enjoy some Saltdogs baseball and
tailgate with your First Lutheran friends on Friday, July 30.
Tickets are $13 and will be on sale in July. The game starts at 7:05
pm and the tailgate starts at 5:30 pm. It's a Fireworks Friday!
Information on how to purchase your tickets will be coming
soon.
Also, mark your calendar for Sunday, August 29, for the
Congregational Picnic, at Noon, at church!

Giving Thanks for You Every Day
We want to express our gratitude to all who extended their sympathies, prayed for us, offered help, provided
food and gave generously with memorial gifts after the passing of our husband, father and grandfather, Neal, on
April 28. While his death was sudden, we have found hope, peace and comfort in our faith and the community of
which we share it with. We give thanks every day for you, our First Lutheran family, and we can not imagine
going through such a challenging time without you. Thank you for your love, care and support.
~ Kathleen, Rebecca, Christopher, Jordyn and Hudson Simley
www.flclincoln.org

We've Made It
INFO: PASTORSTEVE@FLCLINCOLN.ORG

We made it! After more than a year of social distancing, wearing masks and meeting by Zoom, we are now able
to be out and interact more freely. At First Lutheran, this means we no longer require people to wear masks in
worship and we have removed restrictions on the size of gatherings. We have begun singing in worship again
and we are enjoying donut holes and coffee between services.
Through these months several people have served as an informal advisory group to the Council and Pastor Steve.
They have kept up on the latest information and made recommendations on best practices for us to follow as a
congregation. The group included Dr. Bob Rauner, Bill Watts, Judy Batterman, Bryan Hanson, Masako Bacon,
Sharon Hardel, Pastor Bill and Pastor Steve. We are very grateful for their good advice and we are grateful for all
of you in the congregation for the amazing patience, flexibility and grace you have shown to each other. It’s been
a difficult year, but we’ve made it! Praise be to God.

A Contemplative Body Practice for New Freedom
INFO: CAROL OLSON; CAROLINROMA@YAHOO.COM

“I scrub my hands with purest soap, then join
hands with the others in the great circle, dancing
around your altar, God, singing God-songs at the
top of my lungs, telling God-stories.”
Psalm 26:6-7

We are transitioning from a time of restriction to a time of
freedom and experiencing real changes in our lives! The “purest
soap” in the Psalm calls to mind the hand sanitizer we were
scrambling for last year and “joining hands” is re-connecting
through passing the peace and warm hugs. "Dancing around the
altar" describes images of community worship: kneeling

together, singing hymns without masks at the top of our lungs and sharing Holy Communion. However, let's not
rush too quickly to freedom without acknowledging the trauma and changes we’ve had to endure. We’ve endured
much pain, sorrow and loneliness with the loss of jobs and people we love, as a result of the pandemic. Transitions
like these are meant to be noticed and honored.
One way to mark this transition is through a body movement contemplative practice. Take a few moments and
wash or sanitize your hands. Now, close your eyes if that is safe for you, noticing the weight of your body being
held up by the chair or the floor. You might have noticed how pandemic restrictions have felt in the body—
headaches, muscle tension, worry or irritability. Are you still feeling those sensations now? If so, name them
silently or out loud. Don’t rush through this part. Attend to your breathing and any sensations involved and begin
swaying your shoulders from side to side, letting your arms respond to the motion. Start moving your body
however it wants to: waving arms, dance steps, even laughter and tears. This is a judgment-free zone! What do you
notice about your joints and muscles as you move? What about feelings or emotions that arise? You might notice
memories also coming to your attention. Give them your loving attention and caring energy. Honor your body with
this time of freedom; come back to it each day if you can. As you take time to love and honor your body, please
know that the Divine is with you as you learn to live in this new freedom!
www.flclincoln.org

The Man Who Lived by The River
(Continued from page 1)
remind me of 'the man who lived by the river'." He then goes on to tell
the following parable, which I'm copying directly from the script:
He heard a radio report that the river was gonna flood the town, and that
residents should evacuate their homes.
But the man said, "I'm religious, I pray. God loves me, God will save me."
The waters rose up.
A guy in a rowboat came and shouted: "Hey, you! The town is flooding!
Let me take you to safety!"
The man shouted back, "I'm religious. I pray. God loves me. He'll save me."
A helicopter was hovering overhead and a guy with a megaphone shouted: "Hey, you! You down there! The town is
flooding! I'll take you to safety!"
The man shouted that he was religious, that he prayed...and that God would take him to safety.
Well, the man drowned.
Standing at the gates of St. Peter, he demanded an audience with God.
"Lord," he said, "I'm a religious man, I pray. I thought you loved me. Why did this happen?"
God said, "I sent you a radio report, a helicopter and a guy in a rowboat. What are you doing here?"
There's two things from this scene and story that I can't stop thinking about. One, like President Bartlett,
sometimes we just need the reminder that God sent us his Son to rescue us and be our stronghold. When we
don't know the answer to something, or can't understand why something happens to us, we should have peace
knowing that Jesus is by our side and at the ready. He is the answer, if only we're willing to pay attention.
Two, simply being a religious person doesn't mean life will automatically be easy. Praying daily, reading your
Bible, and going to church every Sunday doesn't disqualify you from distress. You just have to believe that he is
actively working for you, and is your way out, too.
Michael is a volunteer writer for our new First Lutheran Blog. He doesn't claim to be a theological expert, but likes to
share ways God works in his life. He welcomes your stories and comments, too. You can email him at
mike_zim31@me.com. Visit our new blog at www.flclincoln.org/news/category/blog for weekly posts. If you would like
to be a volunteer writer for the blog, reach out to Kathleen Simley. We would love to have you contribute!
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First Lutheran Extends Call for Lead Pastor
INFO: DENISE MAINQUIST; DEEMAIN12564@YAHOO.COM

On June 12-13, First Lutheran members met the candidate recommended by the Call Committee and Church Council for
Lead Pastor. On June 20, the congregation voted to extend the call to the candidate. The candidate has up to 30 days to
accept the call and at the time of this publication, the candidate is still in a time of discernment. We ask for your
continued prayers and for God's guidance for both the candidate and our congregation.
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Instagram
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Worship

Each person is a unique creation of God and, through grace, is a child of God. The people of First Lutheran Church welcome all because God welcomes
all, without regard for race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity or relationship status, physical or mental challenges, imprisonment,
addictions, socio-economic circumstances, or anything else that too often divides us. First Lutheran Church is a spiritual community that celebrates the
gifts of God that can empower us to engage in the struggles of life, to care for each other, and to serve Christ where we work and live. Our unity is in
Christ.
The Voice is a monthly publication of First Lutheran Church - 1551 S. 70th Street - Lincoln, NE 68506 - 402.488.0919 - www.flclincoln.org

