FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Meeting Agenda
7:00 PM Tuesday, October 14, 2025
Meeting in Upper Room and Via Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/i/84168009362?pwd=ZUpEQWFwaXF2bmZIVFIvVnI3Nko0dz09

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world

A. Opening prayer and discussion of Chapter 5 (“Faithful Innovation as a Way of Life for the Church”) of
Leading Faithful Innovation — Pastor Erin

B. Approve Consent Agenda
1. Meeting Agenda

2. Congregational Council Minutes — September 9, 2025
3. Parochial Report
4. Staff Rfeports FLC Vocational Words
5. Committee Reports
Accompany
Welcomin
C. Action Agenda . 8
. Embracing
1. Pastoral reviews - John o
Discipling
Advocatin
D. Financial Update . &
Partnering
1. September budget report — Treasurer

E. Discussion Agenda
1. Welcome Youth Ministry Coordinator Lillie Rademacher
2. Pastors’ reports
3. Committee/ministry team updates from council liaisons
Worship and Music (Dave, Bryce)
Christian Education: Youth (Bev, Jenna); Adult Forum (Patrick, Rod)
Social Ministry (Karen)
Property (Rod)
Stewardship (John)
Fellowship (Judy)
Nominating (Dave)
Gifts and Memorials (Karen)
i. CCC (Community, Connections, and Collaboration) — Kari
4. Establishing council goals
5. Constitution review
6. Synod “On the Road Again” event
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E. Open Comments
F. Sending Prayer

G. Adjournment


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84168009362?pwd=ZUpEQWFwaXF2bmZlVFIvVnI3Nko0dz09

Executive Committee Agenda
General topics for discussion/updates

October 7, 2025. 7:00 pm

Present: Rod Johnson, Pastors Erin and Andrew, Kari Hoeft, John Boniauto, Patrick Hayden-Roy
Opening Prayer
Budget Committee — Kari provided an update on the budget and on the Stewardship drive

Health insurance discussion- Update from Pastor Erin

Future Staffing Needs Discussion — Discussed possible future staffing: maintenance
assistant and a Congregational Life Coordinator; something to consider if budget allows.

Fall Town Hall Nov 9t
Focus on Stewardship as well as introduction of Lilly and Stewardship Drive update
Synod Meetings — October 11%, Wahoo
Anniversary Recognitions — Adult Forum November 16th
Gifts and Memorials Committee - Council update from Karen S.
Zoom Equipment Ideas/ Ideas
Chapel Windows
Excess Funds Given--Rod described the donations from Shirley Huls family

Adult Forum will have a window session and dedication Dec, 21st. He also discussed ideas for the Adult
Forum session with the artist which could also serve as the basis for a book on the artistic work in the church.

C.C.C. Informational update — Kari discussed that CCC is preparing for December 7th event. They do not need an
Adult Forum session, however. She also discussed the view of the Committee that a physical church directory. We
discussed how this might work given the lack of companies that do this, and the expense. Also how Realm might be
used. Discussed other ideas for fellowship opportunities.

Sabbatical Update — Pr. Erin announced that it can now be discussed publicly--it's official.

Kathleen’s Employment Agreement will be updated

Realm expectations discussion

Constitutional Updates — prep for '27 Annual Meeting--Rod read from a letter from the Synod which announced that
there is an updated model constitution that they would like congregations to use for updating their constitution; also

needs to be updated to reflect changes in our election cycle for Council.

Committee Meeting Schedule: Discussion if there is interest in having a committee night. Would this work, and if so,
how?



Pastoral Year End Evaluations — John will orchestrate. Shared information about past process, and how it should
work given requirements of pastoral responsibilities. How to engage Council in the process. Discussed setting goals
as a Council that could be part of this--for instance using the Vitality Initiative as the basis for this. Get feedback from
the Council. We need to consider the time line--November/December? Send out a form for the Council to fill out prior
to Council meeting in November for a discussion--this would mean having the form by Nov. 1 and having an extended
Exec meeting on Nov. 4 that would start at 6:00 to spend time on finalizing.

Closing Prayer



Parochial Report
Baptized Confirmed
1. MEMBERSHIP as of September 1, 2025 1099 907

Members received:
A. by baptism (15 years and under)
B. by baptism (adult)
C. transfer from ELCA congregation
D. other Lutheran
E. affirmation of faith
F. transfer from non-Lutheran congregation
G. other and statistical adjustment

Members removed:

A. death

B. transfer to ELCA congregation 1 1
C. transfer to other Lutheran congregation

D. transfer to non-Lutheran congregation 4 2
E. other and statistical adjustment

MEMBERSHIP as of September 30, 2025 1094 904

Average Attendance for September (in-person only)

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

372 436 382 345 294 Online 193 224 228 222 222

Added:
Baptism:
Affirmation:
Transfer:
Other:

Removed:
Death:
Transfer: David, Mary (Kate), Collin & Kyle Schmitter (Holy Trinity Episcopal Church), Judy Bailey (Sheridan
Lutheran)
Dropped Due to Inactivity:
Other:

Notes: Live Stream average for September 2025: no data available



Congregational Council Meeting
First Lutheran Church
September 9, 2025

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kari Hoeft, Pastor Erin Heidelberger, Karen Statham, Bev White, Rod Johnson,
Alissa Sandin, Judy Batterman, Ann Bouma, Jenna Troutman, Patrick Hayden-Roy, Pastor Andrew Kitzing,
Bryce Anderson, Dave Pfister

MEMBERS ABSENT: John Bonaiuto
MEETING RECORDER: Ann Carlson

A. OPENING DEVOTION/PRAYER/CHURCH LEADERSHIP INTRODUCTION:
The meeting was called to order by Council President Rod Johnson at 7:02. It was determined
that a quorum was established. Pastor Andrew led the opening devotion and prayer. Pastor Erin
led a discussion of Chapter 4 of the book Leading Faithfully Innovation: Following God into a
Hopeful Future.

B. APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Meeting agenda
Congregational Council Minutes — August 12, 2025
Parochial Report
Staff Reports
Committee Reports
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It was moved by Patrick and seconded by Kari to approve the consent agenda. The motion
carried.

C. FINANCIAL UPDATE:
1. August budget report —Kari
YTD receipts through August 31, 2025, were $28,692 over budget; YTD disbursements
through August 31, 2025, were $2,033 under budget; YTD surplus through August 31,
2025, was $30,725.

It was moved by Patrick and seconded by Judy to accept the financial report. The motion
carried.

D. DISCUSSION AGENDA:
1. Youth Ministry Coordinator Update
Pastor Erin and Pastor Andrew have interviewed one applicant. A background check
needs to be done before an offer is made. If the applicant is selected, that individual
could start as soon as possible.

2. Pastors’ reports



e Visitation Pastor Marsha has resigned. Pastor Greg Gabriel is filling in part time.
Pastor Erin will look for another retired pastor to assist with visitations.
o The chapel windows will be installed shortly.

3. Committee/ministry team updates from council liaisons
a. Worship and Music (Dave, Bryce)
e The next meeting will be in October.
e Council members were encouraged to sign up for serving communion.
e The group discussed creating a church membership directory from
Realm.

b. Christian Education: Youth (Bev, Jenna); Adult Forum (Patrick, Rod)
Youth — there is still a need for teachers.
Adult Forum is back to its schedule in between services. There is a pretty full
fall schedule at this time.

c. Social Ministry (Karen) — no report
d. Property (Rod)

Roof issues

e There are four leaks in the church.

e The roof flashing was installed upside down on part of the church.
There is a bid of $5,200 to fix the problem.

e Stonebrook looked at all of the areas with problems. Their bid was
$11,500 to take care of everything.

e The roof flashing ($5,200) is probably a maintenance problem. The
rest of the roof issues are likely from hail.

e Some insurance money has already been received for the roof
damage, and it is in a Fund Il account.

e Rod recommends getting the roof flashing and hail damaged section
of the roof fixed.

It was moved by Kari and seconded by Alissa to spend up to $10,000 out of
the Fund Il insurance settlement account to repair the hail damage section of
the roof. All other repairs to the roof will come out of the maintenance
account. The motion carried.

HVAC unit

After a system evaluation, it was determined that we should get extended life
out of the HVAC unit with semi-annual maintenance. The cost would be
$2,400/year plus parts.

Roller Derby Practice Site




The youth roller skating team that has been looking for a site to practice has
withdrawn their request to use our activity center.

e. Stewardship (John)
The stewardship BBQ lunch will be held at 12:00pm on Sunday, September 21,
in the Activity Center. Council members are asked to distribute packets, bring
a dessert, and help to serve. It is anticipated that 120 people will attend.

f.  Fellowship (Judy)
A Halloween Hoot will be held on Sunday, October 19. There will be a meal at
noon followed by games and activities. Pet blessings will also be held on
October 19.

g. Nominating (Dave)
The Nominating Committee has been discussing the number of nominees
needed for Council with the change from fifteen elected members to twelve
elected members. In addition, they have also started to look at the open
positions for other elected positions.

h. New Outreach Team
The Community Connections and Collaborations Team had a meeting on
Sunday, September 7.

e The team’s purpose will be to build connections and collaborations
both within our First Lutheran community and with the larger
community.

e The team has identified over 90 members who were once actively
engaged but no longer are or are sitting on the fence with their
current involvement/membership at First. The team will focus on
reaching out to these members.

e Upcoming events include First Friday Jazz, Wild Women of First and
Gifts of Hope Market.

E. OPEN COMMENTS:
Justice in Action — Kari and Karen attended training last evening. They are looking for a time and
place to have listening sessions. The Community Problems Assembly will convene on Monday,
November 3, 2025.

The Gifts and Memorials Committee will work on the purchase of Bibles at a discount. Alissa
mentioned sales tax if members purchase them directly.

F. SENDING PRAYER: Prayer concerns were shared. Pastor Erin led the sending prayer.

G. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:31.



Lead Pastor Erin Heidelberger Council Report October 14, 2025 Council Meeting

“...the journey we're describing takes time to transform the culture of the congregation. While the
Listen-Act-Share practices can be introduced and piloted as a cycle over nine months to a year, their
widespread adoption in an existing congregation can take much longer. Changing the culture of any kind
of organization typically takes years, and changing congregational culture can take even longer. So it is
crucial to take the long view and be patient on this journey.” (p. 107, Leading Faithful Innovation)

This is just one of many highlights I made in our reading for this month, chapter five, “Faithful
Innovation as a Way of Life for the Church”. There is more valuable insight than we will have time to
discuss on Tuesday, but take time in the next few days to sit with this chapter and note: what’s capturing
your attention? What are you finding particularly helpful and encouraging? What'’s hard to read in this
chapter? I look forward to our conversation!

Here are a few recent ministry highlights:

Stewardship Season: We are three weeks into our five-week stewardship season and have heard some
excellent stewardship talks already, based around our First Lutheran vocational words. Thanks to Tim
Maack, Julianna Phillips, and Pastor Bill Peterson for speaking over the last three weeks (and thanks to
Michelle Sitorius and Bryce Anderson for the upcoming two weeks). Commitment Weekend is October
18-19, when we encourage individuals and families to turn in their pledges of giving and discipleship
plans. The following couple of weeks will be a “soft campaign” to give additional time for turning in
pledges. Then we'll wrap up and celebrate the stewardship season at our November 9 Town Hall.

Thank you, council, for your help in handing out stewardship packets. Even though it may feel like those
are small connections, they are nevertheless important personal connections with First Lutheran
members. Thank you!

Mosaic partnership update: | met with the new Mosaic staff who oversee the day services
programming, and they are enthusiastic about moving forward with partnering to be a Lincoln day
services location utilizing the lower level youth room. We're waiting for Mosaic to let us know when
they're ready to start this at FLC.

Sabbatical: The press release for the Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Program Grants is now public, so
we can announce this good news online and in publications that we are the recipients of the Lilly grant
for my 2026 sabbatical. 233 congregations across the country received awards, but First Lutheran is one of
only two in Nebraska. I'm grateful for the congregation’s commitment to providing sabbatical time for
your clergy and for the support of my sabbatical team and you, the council, as we put together the
proposal. I'll give a sabbatical planning overview at council that includes dates, themes, highlights,

congregational activities, and practical matters.

Art Alley: Our back hallway, between the chapel and Activity Center, served well for displaying our
church timeline for the 150"+ anniversary celebration (and following). Now that the timeline is down, I'm



working on using that hallway wall space to create a gallery for our collection of artwork. Rehanging
artwork is a long-overdue project left over from the renovation. The hallway has needed a little sprucing
up, so Janis has been taking out nails and filling in nail holes and scratches on the walls. We have paint left
from the chapel, so we can continue colors that match the chapel and include a picture rail as well. This
will allow us to easily rotate some of our own artwork in that space as well as possibly host other smaller
exhibits.

Gather Lincoln: In September, we held our second event of Gather Lincoln, the new Lincoln-wide
ministry for young adults ages 18-35. This is a ministry focused on building relationships and providing
community for young adults. I continue to work with pastors and staff from American Lutheran and
Southwood to develop this ministry. One piece of that work is participating in a monthly Zoom call with
Gather groups and leadership across the country. I'll also note that this ministry is a prime example of the
“fresh expressions” talked about in chapter 5 (pp. 115-119) of Leading Faithful Innovation.

Journeys of Paul trip to Greece: Five First Lutheran members have signed up for the 2026 “Journeys of
Paul” trip to Greece (October 4-14, 2026). There are currently 17 people total signed up, and there will
need to be 30 in order for me to join the trip as one of the host pastors. Travelers have until June to sign
up. The tour retraces the missionary journeys of the apostle Paul as he established early Christian
churches in Greece. Details and a link to register are online at https://bit.ly/pauljourneys

First Lutheran 101: [ will lead this class for newcomers/new members on Sunday, November 2 during
the learning hour, and we will have New Member Welcome Weekend Nov. 15-16. [ will also teach “First
Lutheran 201” during the learning hour each Sunday in February. This class will go more in depth into the
Lutheran faith (kind of an adult Confirmation class) both for new members, those who are new to the
Lutheran faith, and those who would just like to know more.

Weddings: We have two weddings on the calendar so far for 2026, and I'm currently working on pre-
marriage preparation with one of the couples, whose wedding I'll officiate in May. Pastor Andrew will
officiate the other couple’s wedding in April. It's worth noting that both couples are in the process of
becoming members and have landed at First Lutheran in their search for a welcoming and inclusive
church. It is a joy to be a part of this ministry.

Upcoming time away: Synod Fall Leadership Gathering, Kearney, October 20-22

Thank you, council, for your continued commitment and work on behalf of this congregation!

Grace + Peace,


https://bit.ly/pauljourneys
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Note to media: Please check the list of recipients in the body of this release to see if a congregation(s)
in your community is among the award recipients. This release and a full list of recipients is available
at https://www.cts.edu/cpe/clergy-renewal/resources/#grantees and www.lillyendowment.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 3, 2025

Contact: Robert Saler

317-931-2348 / rsaler(@cts.edu

Christian Theological Seminary Announces 233 Congregations Awarded Lilly
Endowment Clergy Renewal Program Grants for 2025

Christian Theological Seminary, an ecumenical seminary based in Indianapolis, today
announces 233 congregations from across the United States have been selected to receive grants
through the Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Program for Indiana Congregations and the Lilly
Endowment National Clergy Renewal Program. The grants help congregations honor and support their
pastors by enabling them to experience either one extended period or multiple shorter periods of
renewal and revitalization. The clergy who benefit from these grants pursue activities unique to their
interests that encourage them to refresh and experience deep joy through travel, scholarly research, or
immersive experiences with different cultures and traditions.

“Pastors play such important roles in nurturing the spiritual lives of individuals and families
and guiding the ministries of congregations,” said Christopher L. Coble, Lilly Endowment’s vice
president for religion. “Yet the demands of ministry can seem relentless. We hope that these grants
help congregations honor their pastors for their extraordinary service and support them with the time
and other resources to step away for rest and renewal so they can return to their congregations
reenergized.”

Congregations in the 2025 programs represent the broad spectrum of Christian traditions,
including Roman Catholic and Orthodox parishes and congregations from 28 Protestant
denominations. In harmony with the spirit of these programs, congregations and their pastors
collaborated to craft plans designed to renew pastors physically and spiritually and energize them in

their ministry.



Pastors plan to use grant funds in support of domestic and international travel. For example,
one pastor will worship in European churches with historical significance in Geneva, Barcelona, and
Monserrat. Another pastor will travel with their spouse and children to India to reconnect with family,
nurture their creative life, and learn about furniture painting. Yet another pastor will take their family
on a road trip across the United States via motor home to explore iconic landmarks and meaningful
cities, plan projects together, and enjoy the journey at a leisurely pace.

In addition to travel as a form of renewal, some pastors will use time away from their
congregations to engage in new spiritual disciplines, focus on time with loved ones, begin exercise and
other new health regimens, engage in creative work, and explore topics that spark excitement for
preaching, worship, and congregational life. Grants will also fund renewal activities for congregations
while their pastors are away. These include opportunities to learn from local indigenous leaders
around stewardship of regional waterways, to experience working with international students and an
early immigrant settlement program, as well as to craft a family retreat focused on the life and work of
Martin Luther.

Dr. Robert Saler, Director of the Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Programs at Christian
Theological Seminary, noted that interest in the grant programs has grown significantly in recent
years, with higher numbers of proposals leading to increased competitiveness.

“In these challenging and exciting times, we’re watching the applicants and awardees of these
programs expand the definition of what sabbatical can mean. Some pastors are stepping away to rest,
while others are stepping away to devote themselves to other aspects of their ministry and their being.
Our goal is that these programs supply congregations with the means to express appreciation for their
leaders and actively invest in what reenergizes their pastors for long-term ministry,” Saler said.

Since Lilly Endowment introduced the Clergy Renewal Program for Indiana Congregations
and the National Clergy Renewal Program in 1999 and 2000 respectively, more than 4,526
congregations throughout the United States and in Puerto Rico have received grants in support of
renewal experiences for their pastors.

In 2025, the combined Clergy Renewal Programs awarded grants totaling more than $13
million. Congregations were invited to propose grants of up to $60,000. The application
process encourages active engagement between congregations and their pastors in designing and
developing the renewal experiences. As part of the programs, pastors can include their families in the
renewal experience. Congregations may budget up to $20,000 of the maximum grant toward expenses
for interim pastoral leadership, send-off and return celebrations, as well as activities designed for

congregational renewal.



Christian Theological Seminary has administered the Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal
Programs since 2012. “Amidst all the rigors of ministry in a changing world, these grants enable
pastors and their congregations to actively partake in the gifts of renewal and revitalization that are so

needed today,” Saler said.

Award Recipients in the National Clergy Renewal Program:

Alabama

Auburn, AL — Auburn United Methodist Church, the Rev. Cory Russell Smith

Arizona

Tucson, AZ — New Life Community Church of the Nazarene, the Rev. Curt Lunsford
Tucson, AZ — Southside Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Alison Harrington

Arkansas

Bentonville, AR — The Neighborhood Church, the Rev. Joseph Liles
Little Rock, AR — St. Andrew's Church (Anglican Church in America), the Rev. Dustin Freeman

California

Bakersfield, CA — St. Paul's Episcopal Church, the Rev. Luis Mario Rodriguez

Berkeley, CA — First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley, the Rev. Charlene Han Powell

Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA — St. Dunstan's Episcopal Church, the Rev. Laurel Coote

Daly City, CA — Korean Central Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Hyouk Kwon

Davis, CA — Davis Korean Church, the Rev. Youngjo “Mickey” Choi

Descanso, CA — Chapel of the Hills Community United Methodist Church, the Rev. Julie Brewster
Elkins

Fullerton, CA — Great Light Zoeun Church, the Rev. James Heeso Park

Hayward, CA — The United Church of Hayward, UCC, the Rev. Jeanne Loveless

Irvine, CA — Irvine United Church of Christ, the Rev. Sarah Halverson-Cano

Long Beach, CA — Bay Shore Community Congregational Church, UCC, the Rev. David Joseph Clark

Los Altos, CA — True North Church, the Rev. Eugene Park

Los Angeles, CA — Christian Missional Church, the Rev. Junghwan Park

Los Angeles, CA — The Valley Vineyard Christian Fellowship, the Rev. Jimmy Reyes

Monrovia, CA — Integracion Church of God, the Rev. Ernesto Soriano

Riverside, CA — Calvary Presbyterian Church of Riverside, the Rev. Alfred Graise

Sacramento, CA — River Life Covenant Church, the Rev. Ted Burrows

Salinas, CA — St. Paul's Episcopal Church, the Rev. Alejandra Trillos



San Diego, CA — University City United Church, the Rev. lona Dickinson

Santa Barbara, CA — First Presbyterian Church of Santa Barbara, the Rev. Ann Conklin
Sonoma, CA — St. Andrew United Presbyterian Church of Sonoma, the Rev. Nicole Caubisens
Whittier, CA — Whittier First Friends Church, the Rev. Loletta Barrett

Colorado

Littleton, CO — Centennial Covenant Church, the Rev. Karl Helvig
Gypsum, CO — Vida Nueva Christian Center, the Rev. Josue Rubio

Connecticut
Milford, CT — Woodmont United Church of Christ, the Rev. Jill Olds
Florida

Ocala, FL — Christ Community Church Ocala, the Rev. Nathan Rice
Pensacola, FL — Christ Church (Episcopal), the Rev. Kathryn Gillett
St. Augustine, FL —Trinity Parish (Episcopal), the Rev. Matt Marino
Windermere, FL — Global Ministries, the Rev. Jose Rea

Georgia

Dacula, GA — Hamilton Mill United Methodist Church, the Rev. Jason Mincey
Dalton, GA — Dug Gap Baptist Church, the Rev. Duane Mills
Marietta, GA — Holy Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church, the Rev. Michael Tishel

Hawaii
Pearl City, HI — Joy of Christ Lutheran Church, the Rev. Jayaprakash Sabbithi
Hlinois

Bloomington, IL — St. Luke Union Church, the Rev. Andrew Gifford

Chicago, IL — All Nations Gospel Community Church, the Rev. Haesung Byun
Clinton, IL — Clinton Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Paul Stroup

Glenview, IL — Chicago Joyful Community Church, the Rev. Tae Hwan Son
Effingham, IL — Christ's Church of Effingham, the Rev. Jeff Michael

Elgin, IL — Iglesia Puerta De Sion, the Rev. Gustavo Garcia

Elk Grove Village, IL — Sarang Church, the Rev. Sun Dong Park

Libertyville, IL — St. Lawrence Episcopal Church, the Rev. Kristin Saylor
Lombard, IL — First Church of Lombard UCC, the Rev. Jill Terpstra



Monticello, IL — Monticello Christian Church, the Rev. Jerry Dusenberry
Oak Park, IL — Pilgrim Congregational Church of Oak Park, the Rev. Colin Knapp
Chicago, IL — Greater Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, the Rev. Michael Runnels

Iowa
Cedar Rapids, IA — First Presbyterian Church of Cedar Rapids, the Rev. Heather Hayes
Kansas

Atchison, KS — Trinity Episcopal Church, the Rev. Jon Hullinger
Blue Rapids, KS — Memorial Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Shannon Borgman

Kentucky

Berea, KY — Church of Christ, Union, the Rev. Kent Gilbert

Louisville, KY — Metropolitan Community Church of Louisville, the Rev. Stedney Phillips
Louisville, KY — Third Avenue Baptist Church, the Rev. Brandon Shafer

Madisonville, KY — First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Madisonville, the Rev. Kara Foster

Louisiana
Baton Rouge, LA — Broadmoor Baptist Church, the Rev. Leonard Ezell

Maine
Kennebunkport, ME — South Congregational Church of Kennebunkport, the Rev. Susan Page
Townsley

Maryland

Annapolis, MD — Christ Our Anchor Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Jessica Lowry
Bel Air, MD — Bel Air United Methodist Church, the Rev. Byron Brought
Charlotte Hall, MD — Trinity Episcopal Parish, the Rev. Christopher L. Otten
Millersville, MD — Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Rev. Breonna Roberts
Mitchellville, MD — Hope Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Gloria Yong Yi

Massachusetts

Lexington, MA — Chinese Bible Church of Greater Boston , the Rev. Jeffrey Hwang

Lexington, MA — Grace Chapel, the Rev. Thomas VanAntwerp

Newton Lower Falls, MA — Episcopal Society of St. Mary's Church in Newton, the Rev. Ann Bonner-
Stewart



Pittsfield, MA — Cathedral of the Beloved, the Rev. Jennifer Gregg
Rockport, MA — First Baptist Church of Rockport, the Rev. Matthew Wigton

Michigan

Berkley, MI — Berkley Community Church, the Rev. Adam Groh

Grand Rapids, MI — Church of the Servant CRC, the Rev. Andrew Mead

Holland, MI — The Way Church, the Rev. Arturo Rojas Prado

South Haven, MI — Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Rev. Travis Wilson
Southfield, MI — Hope United Methodist Church, the Rev. Benjamin Kevin Smalls

Minnesota

Alexandria, MN — First Congregational United Church of Christ, the Rev. Jill Sanders

Cottonwood, MN — Christ Lutheran Church, the Rev. Janel Kuester

Deer River, MN — Redeemer Lutheran Church, the Rev. James Anthony

Excelsior, MN — Excelsior United Methodist Church, the Rev. Brooke Heerwald Steiner

Fergus Falls, MN — Bethlehem Lutheran Church, the Rev. Loren Mellum

Foley, MN — First Presbyterian Church of Foley, the Rev. Beverly Brock

Hermantown, MN — Grace Lutheran Church, the Rev. Christoph Schmidt

Hibbing, MN — The Alliance Church of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, the Rev. Kevin Norton

Minneapolis, MN — Christ Church Lutheran, the Rev. Miriam Samuelson-Roberts

Minneapolis, MN — First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Rev. Daniel Adolphson

Minneapolis, MN — Nokomis Heights Lutheran Church, the Rev. Kristen Capel

Minneapolis, MN — Salem English Lutheran Church, the Rev. Rhonda Hlavinka

Minneapolis, MN — St. John's Episcopal Church, the Rev. Lisa Wiens Heinsohn

Norwood Young America, MN — St. John's Lutheran Congregation of Young America, the Rev.
Joshua Bernau

Plainview, MN — Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, the Rev. Krista Henning-Ferkin

Waltham, MN — Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Rev. Jesse Krusemark

White Bear Lake, MN — Community of Grace Lutheran Church, the Rev. Darrin Vick

Mississippi

Indianola, MS — St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, the Rev. Jennifer Melnyk Deaton
Missouri

Springfield, MO — Immanuel Korean Church (Assemblies of God), the Rev. Dong Joon Lee

St. Louis, MO — Central West End Church, the Rev. Eric Stiller
St. Louis, MO — Metropolitan Community Church of Greater St. Louis, the Rev. Lauren Bennett



Nebraska

Lincoln, NE — First Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Rev. Erin Heidelberger
Wakefield, NE — Evangelical Covenant Church — Wakefield, the Rev. Jill Craig

New Hampshire

Ambherst, NH — Messiah Lutheran Church, the Rev. Karl Hester
Deerfield, NH — Deerfield Community Church, UCC, the Rev. Kurt Walker
Nashua, NH — Crossway Christian Church of Hillsborough County, the Rev. David Ripper

New Jersey

Fort Lee, NJ — Korean Grace Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Abe Koh
North Brunswick Township, NJ — Jacob's Well Community Church, the Rev. Scott Jones
Paterson, NJ — Iglesia Reformada Riverside, the Rev. Fabio Sosa

New York

Brooklyn, NY — Bedford Central Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Clive Neil

Hicksville, NY — Hicksville United Methodist Church, the Rev. Iwy Patel Yatri

Mount Vernon, NY — First United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon, the Rev. Tisha Branch

New Rochelle, NY — Korean Presbyterian Church of Westchester, the Rev. Matthew Jun

New York, NY — Protestant Episcopal Church of St. Peter in the City of New York, the Rev. Lisha
Epperson

New York, NY — Union Baptist Church of the Burrough of Manhattan, the Rev. Brian Scott

Queens, NY — The Korean Church of Queens, the Rev. Youn Soo (Barnabas) Kim

West Park, NY — Episcopal Church of the Ascension and Holy Trinity, the Rev. Aidan William Owen

North Carolina

Apex, NC — Apex United Methodist Church, the Rev. Laura Katherine Stern

Asheville, NC — St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church of Asheville, the Rev. Matthew Smith
Beaufort, NC — St. Paul's Episcopal Church, the Rev. Tambria Lee

Charlotte, NC — Cross Park Church, the Rev. Grant Beachy

Greensboro, NC — Fellowship Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Kathryn Campbell

Greenville, NC — First Christian Church of Greenville, the Rev. Andrew Shue

Newport, NC — All Saints Church (Anglican Mission in America), the Rev. David B. Linka
Swannanoa, NC — Valley Hope Church (Evangelical Presbyterian), the Rev. Anthony Rodriguez

Ohio



Bedford Heights, OH — Friendship Mennonite Church, the Rev. Alvis Pettker

Cincinnati, OH — Cincinnati Church of the Brethren, the Rev. Benjamin Walters
Cleveland, OH — Holy Trinity Baptist Church, the Rev. Chelton C. Flanagan

Columbus, OH — Grace Apostolic Church, the Rev. James Gaiters Sr.

Columbus, OH — The Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, the Rev. Eugene Gibson Jr.

Maineville, OH — The Gathering, Church in the Countryside YMCA, the Rev. Michael Newman
Piqua, OH — Greene Street United Methodist Church, the Rev. Will Leasure

Rocky River, OH — Good Soil Lutheran Ministries, the Rev. Marissa Harrison

Solon, OH — St. Rita Catholic Parish, the Rev. Thomas Behrend

West Chester, OH — Lord of Life Lutheran Church, the Rev. Lowell Raymond Michelson
Wooster, OH — Gateway Church of Wooster, the Rev. Keith Smith

Oregon

Aurora, OR — Aurora Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Cynthia O’Brien

Bend, OR — Nativity Lutheran Church, the Rev. Chris Kramer

Gresham, OR — Covenant Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Joshua Dunham

Jacksonville, OR — First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, the Rev. Dustin Jernigan
Portland, OR — Rose City Park Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Elizabeth Smith Leavitt

Pennsylvania

Airville, PA — Chanceford Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Beth Appel

Berwyn, PA — Trinity Presbyterian Church in Berwyn, the Rev. Sarah Weisiger

Dover, PA — Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church of Dover, the Rev. Abigail Leese

Doylestown, PA — Saint Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Rev. Thomas Rusert

Harrisburg, PA — Skyline View Brethren in Christ Church, the Rev. Glenn Pfeiffer

Johnstown, PA — Faith Chapel of Johnstown, the Rev. Andrew Taylor

Manheim, PA — Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Rev. Kathryn Warn

Media, PA — Middletown Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Douglas McPheeters

Philadelphia, PA — Third, Scots and Mariners Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Jason Ferris

Rydal, PA — St. Mark's and Memorial Church of Our Redeemer (Anglican Church in North America),
the Rev. Jason Patterson

Warren, PA — First Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Rev. Jeffrey Ewing

Wellsboro, PA — Independent Bible Church of Wellsboro, the Rev. Thomas (TJ) Freeman

West Chester, PA — The Gathering of West Chester, the Rev. Phil Carnuccio

Puerto Rico
Isabela, PR — Iglesia Presbiteriana Unida Montclair, the Rev. Nelson Gutiérrez Pagan

South Carolina



Charleston, SC — The Independent or Congregational Church in Charleston, the Rev. Evelyn Oliveira
Drayton, SC — Gathering Anglican Church, the Rev. Michael Myers

Greenwood, SC — Tabernacle Baptist Church, the Rev. Quincy Baylor

North Augusta, SC — Fairview Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Allen Thompson

South Dakota
Canton, SD — Living Stone Ministry, the Rev. Dustin Jernigan
Tennessee

Antioch, TN — Korean Unity Baptist Church, the Rev. Dan Eum

Germantown, TN — Harvest Church of Memphis, the Rev. Kennon Vaughan

Knoxville, TN — First Baptist Church of Knoxville, the Rev. Brent Patrick McDougal
Murfreesboro, TN — St. Elizabeth the New Martyr Orthodox Christian Church, the Rev. John Oliver
Nashville, TN — Southminster Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Beth McCaw

Texas

Alvin, TX — Grace Episcopal Church Alvin, the Rev. Suzanne Smith

Austin, TX — First Evangelical Free Church, the Rev. Omar Argumedo

Austin, TX — University Baptist Church, the Rev. Natalie Webb

Dallas, TX — White Rock United Methodist Church, the Rev. Kerry Smith

Euless, TX — St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, the Rev. Vasile Catalin Tudora
Garden Ridge, TX — Triumphant Lutheran Church, the Rev. Jon Richter

Houston, TX — Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church UCC, the Rev. Vanessa Monroe
Houston, TX — Kingwood Methodist Church/Iglesia Familia El Refugio, the Rev. Sara Reyes
Katy, TX — First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Rev. Heather Tolleson

New Braunfels, TX — Peace Lutheran Church, the Rev. Jake Fain

Pasadena, TX — Comunidad de Fe, the Rev. Tomas Cortez

Prairie View, TX — St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church, the Rev. Rhonda Rogers

The Colony, TX — Frisco Semihan Church, the Rev. Bonsung Ku

San Antonio, TX — Cleft of the Rock Church, the Rev. Leslie Bramlett

San Antonio, TX — San Antonio Korean Baptist Church, the Rev. David Yi

Virginia

Harrisonburg, VA — Shalom Mennonite Congregation, the Rev. Krista Ehst

King William, VA — New Life Community Church — Virginia, the Rev. Littycia Clay-Crawley
Montpelier, VA — Church of Our Savior (Episcopal), the Rev. Emily Krudys

Woodstock, VA — Emmanuel Episcopal Church, the Rev. Kathleen Murray



Richmond, VA — Morning Star Baptist Church Richmond, the Rev. Tyrell Brown
Richmond, VA — St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, the Rev. Marlene Forrest

Washington

Auburn, WA — Pyung An Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Seonglim Kang

East Wenatchee, WA — Columbia Grove Covenant Church, the Rev. Andrew Thompson
Federal Way, WA — Church of Christ at Federal Way, the Rev. Drew Dixon

Maple Valley, WA — Maples Valley Presbyterian Church, the Rev. David Miles

Seattle, WA — Emmanuel Anglican Church, the Rev. Matthew Lanser

Seattle, WA — Epiphany Episcopal Parish, the Rev. Kate Wesch

Sequim, WA — St. Luke's Episcopal Church, the Rev. ClayOla Hillaker Gitane

Spokane, WA — First Presbyterian Church, Spokane, the Rev. Betsy Wynne

Spokane, WA — St. Luke Lutheran Church, the Rev. Christian “Taran” Denning
Tacoma, WA — Anchor Church of the Christian & Missionary Alliance, the Rev. Susan Bouterse
Woodinville, WA — Trinitas Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Brant Bosserman

Washington, DC

Washington, DC — Mount Moriah Baptist Church, the Rev. Lucius Marcel Dalton
Washington, DC — Walker Memorial Baptist Church, the Rev. Ademuyiwa Bamiduro

West Virginia

Hinton, WV — First Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Isaiah Kim
Shepherdstown, WV — Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Gusti Linnea Newquist

Wisconsin
Elkhorn, WI — Southern Lakes Evangelical Free Church, the Rev. Ken Brummel
Madison, WI — Orchard Ridge United Church of Christ, the Rev. Julia Burkey
Menasha, WI — Christ The Rock Community Church, the Rev. Joel Zeiner
Milwaukee, WI — Wesleyan Christian Church House of God, the Rev. Daniel Alberto Mufioz Suarez
Waukesha, WI — Ascension Lutheran Church, the Rev. Anthony Acompanado
Wyoming

Cheyenne, WY — Element Church, the Rev. Richard Buz Hannon

Award Recipients in the Clergy Renewal Program for Indiana Congregations:



Avon — Holy Church of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, the Rev. Amos Mihanda

Bargersville — Risen Lord Lutheran Church, the Rev. Wendy Kalan

Bristol — Church of the Nazarene of Bristol, the Rev. Chad Finney

Columbus — Flintwood Wesleyan Church, the Rev. Wesley Jones

Connersville — St. Gabriel Catholic Church, the Rev. Dustin Boehm

Fort Wayne — Beacon Heights Church of the Brethren, the Rev. Anna Gross

Fort Wayne — The River Christian Church, the Rev. Mark Cleaveland

Gary — Zara Church, the Rev. Dexter Harris

Goshen — Clinton Frame Mennonite Church, the Rev. Sebastiano Rosa

Hammond — Mission Church of the Nazarene, the Rev. Roberta Cansler

Huntingburg — St. Mary Catholic Church, the Rev. Biju Thomas

Indianapolis — Ben Davis Christian Church, the Rev. Ryan Heathco

Indianapolis — Castleton Community Church, the Rev. Eric Swanson

Indianapolis — Castleton United Methodist Church, the Rev. Matt Landry

Indianapolis — Emmaus Christian Church, the Rev. Henzy Green Jr.

Indianapolis — Faith United Church of Christ, the Rev. Scott Simmons

Indianapolis — Light of the World Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Rev. R. Jenae Pitts
Murdock

Indianapolis — Post Road Christian Church, the Rev. Gary Whorlow

Indianapolis — The Joy of All Who Sorrow Orthodox Christian Church, the Rev. John Miller

Indianapolis — West Morris Street Free Methodist Church, the Rev. Kristen Marble

Indianapolis — Witherspoon United Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Winterbourne Harrison Jones

Lafayette — City of God Church, the Rev. Eric Roseberry

Marion — Marion First Church of the Nazarene, the Rev. Cory Clark

McCordsville — Emerge Church, the Rev. Curtis Edmondson

Merrillville — New Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church, the Rev. Thomas Brian Hill

New Castle — First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Rev. Ronn Oren

Osceola — Lighthouse Vineyard Church, the Rev. Clint Schwartz

Shelbyville — First United Methodist Church, the Rev. Hyesook Leah Kim

Terre Haute — First Baptist Church of Terre Haute, the Rev. John Campbell

West Lafayette — Greater Lafayette Chinese Alliance Church, the Rev. Charles Carter 11

West Lafayette — Our Saviour Lutheran Church, the Rev. Randy Schroeder

Zionsville — Zionsville Fellowship, the Rev. Drew Hunter

Zionsville — Zionsville United Methodist Church, the Rev. David Williamson

About Lilly Endowment Inc.

Lilly Endowment Inc. is a private foundation created in 1937 by J.K. Lilly Sr. and his sons Eli and
J.K. Jr. through gifts of stock in their pharmaceutical business, Eli Lilly and Company. While those
gifts remain the financial bedrock of the Endowment, it is a separate entity from the company, with a
distinct governing board, staff and location. In keeping with the founders’ wishes, the Endowment
supports the causes of community development, education and religion. Although the Endowment
funds programs throughout the United States, especially in the field of religion, it maintains a special
commitment to its founders’ hometown, Indianapolis, and home state, Indiana. A principal aim of the



Endowment’s religion grantmaking is to deepen and enrich the lives of Christians in the United States,
primarily by seeking out and supporting efforts that enhance the vitality of congregations and
strengthen the pastoral and lay leadership of Christian communities. The Endowment also seeks to
improve public understanding of diverse religious traditions by supporting fair and accurate portrayals
of the role religion plays in the United States and across the globe. Additional information about Lilly
Endowment is available at lillyendowment.org.

About Christian Theological Seminary

Christian Theological Seminary (CTS), a fully accredited ecumenical graduate school open to all with
historic roots in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), celebrated its 100th anniversary during the
2024-2025 academic year. CTS offers masters and doctoral degree programs through its School of
Theology and School of Counseling, accessible mental health services through the Counseling Center,

and collaboration to address systemic social justice issues through the Faith & Action Project.



Associate Pastor Report

Sept 10 - Faith Coalition gathering

11 - Lincoln Area Cluster gathering

13 - NLOM Board meeting

27 — Synod Day of Justice

October 2 - Lincoln Area Youth Directors meeting
6 — Micah 6:8 meeting

8 — Faith Coalition

11 - Synod On the Road gathering - Wahoo

October 16-19 - Continuing Ed - St. Paul, MN
October 20-22 - Fall Theological — Kearney

26 — Confirmation Sunday

26-29 - Font and Faith Gathering — Charolotte, NC
November 9 - Town Hall

The two things I really want to focus on this month have to do with our youth and children. I'm
excited that Lillie has joined the staff! She is a great addition and will be a terrific Youth
Coordinator. She already has some exciting ideas and has hit the ground running. She will be taking
over much of the youth calendar and organize the Christian Ed committee. I will continue to plan
and teach confirmation with Jenna, and continue to plan the Sunday school year for the MS/HS
youth. After introducing her to a few groups and making sure she’s comfortable with what’s going
on, I'll be passing everything else youth related to her.

[ have three continued ed events going on, all in October. I'll be in St. Paul for a continuing ed
conference with the theme “The Meaning of Life.” If you're thinking Monte Python, you're on the
right track! The day after I get back, I'll be headed to Kearney for our Boundaries Training and Fall
Theological Conference. Then following Confirmation Sunday service, I'll be headed to Charlotte
with Jenna, Bev White, and Laura for a conference called Font and Faith. It is a program that is
funded through a Lilly Endowment gift with a focus on reimagining children and youth ministry
and how best to reach families where they are. It’s a three year process that will require us to
experiment and try a few things so that we can report back to the larger group. It also gives us the
chance to completely reimagine ministry in a way that is specific to our context and people. The

best part is we don’t have to pay anything to participate.
Thank you all and see you in November (since it feels like I won’t be home at all in October!)

Pr. Andrew



Director of Worship and Music
August 2025

Sunday Musicians

September 7 both  Bryce Anderson, Tony Anderson, Kristi Fisher, Matt Reckmeyer,
Bob Schoettger, Jay Sears, Bennett Bacon
8:15 - Jenna Troutman, 10:45- Malcolm Pfister, Kyle Schmitter, Tom Thorpe

September 14 8:15  Adult Choir, Connie Kisling, Julianna Peters
10:45  String Trio (Konnor Garrett, Mai Jacobo, Bennett Bacon)
September 21 both  Spirit Ringers
8:15  Adult Choir, String Trio (Kaitlyn Brock, Kayla Peters, Jenna Troutman)
10:45 Martha Tanner
September 28 8:15  Adult Choir, Kari Hoeft
10:45 Kathy Havlicek-Cook

Saturday Musicians
September 6 & 20 — Christine Carman  September 13 - Kristina Hanson

September 27 - No regular 5pm Worship Service (First Lutheran hosted Justice Education Event
concluded with the worship)

Overview

Worship Services: We have received comments with joy from people getting back to their routine
and pews, and with lament from people missing stronger singing from the summer worship
services.

Faith Trek/Youth Music: We started with a reasonable group of children and youth. However,
people are busy with fall athletic events and the numbers differ from week to week. We are so
grateful for Erin Niebuhr's passion and work to lead these music groups. She arranges the music
every month for both groups to be inclusive. Amanda Andersen started directing the singers. She
brings experiences from teaching music in LPS (Campbell Elementary) and from working at Carol
Joy Holling in the past. We are grateful for Kristina Hanson to stay at the piano and accompany
songs the children sing.

Adult Choir/Spirit Ringers: Adult Choir welcomed new members and said good-bye to a few
good friends. Spirit Ringers remain as the same wonderful members. Their constant ministry
through music and beyond with their caring hearts are always inspiring.

Jazz Team/Brass: We have a total of 21 people who have been involved in the Jazz Team. With
their availability, the space capacity, and the style, the combination differs from time to time. Brass

group consists of a smaller group which most members play in both groups. We are grateful for



these people monthly playing jazz and playing on the festive Sundays (such as Reformation,
Christmas, Easter, etc.) coordinating their family schedule to make themselves available to lead the
festive worship services.

String Ensemble: Two small ensembles played in September. A bigger ensemble will play on
November 9 to lead most of the Worship Service. The group is smaller after sending off some
youth for their college or work to other cities. But I am thrilled to see the young player’s
improvement and their willingness to share their gifts in praise.

Worship Assistants/Volunteers: [ am grateful for leadership in the sub ministry group: 8:15
Usher Coordinator, Al Williams and Altar Guild & Communion Assistant/Eucharistic Assistant
Recruiter, Bonita Thomsen. Linda Borgenreif has been taking care of pews for many weeks besides
taking a part in Altar Guild. About a dozen people are willing to fill any worship assistant roles, but
they pray that more people take a part in the ministry. How to involve more people in the ministry

needs to be sought.

Respectfully submitted,
Soli Deo Gloria

Masako Bacon



Lillie Rademacher

October 2025 Council Report

I’m so excited to have this amazing opportunity to work with our youth at First!

I’ve been working on a few things already. Pastor Andrew and | have collaborated on
gifts for this year’s confirmands, and I’ll have those put together and ready for them for
October 26th. We decided to get them a cross, prayer pebbles (which are a wonderful
ministry tool that | would like to use more of), and a prayer book. I’ve used my cricut to cut
out name tags for them, so the bags feel more personalized to each student.

Since our summer accompaniment trip is a little more expensive compared to
previous years, fundraising is very important this year to keep the cost for families down.
We’ll have the spaghetti feed at the Annual Meeting, the pancakes again for Mardi Gras,
and a couple nights of Parent’s Night Out. Pastor Andrew had some good ideas for
additional fundraisers, which | will start planning in the next couple of weeks.

I would also like to take advantage of the days when the youth (specifically middle &
high school) don’t have school. On October 13th, LPS doesn’t have school, so | am working
with Masako to coordinate times for music practice and a fun event. | decided that Urban
Air would be a fun first event and will ask kids what they would like to do in the future for
team building exercises/activities. Some of those ideas include put-put golf or top golf, the
ropes course at Camp Carol Joy Holling, swimming at Star City pool, horseback riding at
Mahoney State Park, ice skating.

I would also like our youth to be more involved with service work. | had the idea to
set up a couple service days next summer specifically to involve the kids who can’t take an
entire week to go on the summer trip. I’d line up a service project in the morning, lunch, and
a fun activity for the afternoon. It would also be a good way to introduce youth who have
never been on a trip and have an interest in going, but don’t want to commit to a full week.

We’ve also worked on a welcome card to send to our youth and their families. I'll be
formally introduced at our Town Hall meeting on November 9th, giving those who | haven’t
had an opportunity to meet a time to talk with me.



2025 Council Report September

This month has been a blur of activity getting ready for 2 things- my
shoulder surgery and the start of FaithTrek. Here’s a list of items |
accomplished this month:

Continued monitoring and adjusting signup sheet for FaithTrek
teachers - there is only one empty spot left until January 1st-

yay!

e Attended the monthly Education committee meeting
e Emailed parents weekly and with some extra times with news

and updates

Made lesson plans, copies, and compiled all supplies needed
for each week of FaithTrek

Met with Pastor Andrew and Liilie Rademacher upon her
appointment to staff as the family coordinator, and then met
with her separately to iron out some future plans.

Ordered fall curriculum, after it arrived, compiled and separated
the information

e Attended staff meetings
e Planned and executed noisy offering over the Kicks of Kids

program

Collected and compiles stewardship cards from our FaithTrek
kids

Wrote my council report :)

Respectfully submitted,
Laura Graulty



COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY

SEPTEMBER 2025

BY KATHLEEN SIMLEY, COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

A MONTH OF LEANING IN

September turned out to be far more unpredictable than anticipated,

pushing me to navigate both familiar and unfamiliar territory.

All the Stewardship campaign materials had to be created and
written in a tight timeframe before they needed to be printed and
stuffed into member packets. On top of that, crafting the weekly
messages for the campaign and the five Vitality Initiative words for
First Glance, First Things First and social media became an extra
responsibility. That pretty much ate up all my spare time last month

- putting other projects I planned to tackle on the back-burner.

And all this happened while I was going through a huge personal
loss—my mom passed away on September 23rd. I couldn't really take
time off then because of my work, so I'm planning to take
bereavement leave the week of October 13th. It's really needed. I'm
so thankful for all the wvisits, calls, cards and emails from First
Lutheran members and several Council members. Having a caring
faith community during a tough time like this means so much. I've
been in this spot before, when I lost my husband and dad within
four months back in 2021. That's when I really learned what it feels
like to lean on your faith and church community to get you through.

I'm leaning in again - just in a slightly different way.

As for October, my goals are to keep supporting the Connections &
Collaborations Team by working on the Gifts of Hope online
catalog and store, promoting the First Friday Jazz concert on
November 7th and looking into options for creating a member

directory.

MY WEEKLY TASKS

“First Glance” Bulletin

Insert

e “First Things First” E-
Newsletter

e FaithTrek E-Newsletter

e Sunday Worship
Livestream

e TV Slides

e Facebook, Instagram,
Realm and News posts
(daily)

MY MONTHLY TASKS

e Digital Sign Updates
e Website Updates




Fellowship Committee Meeting Minutes

September 9, 2025

Attending: Judy Batterman, Carlene Falos, Linda Bogenreif, Ann Allen, Carol Tesar, Karen Moser, Linda Carlson
Devotions were given by Linda Bogenreif.

Upcoming Events: 1. Stewardship Commitment Kick-Off — Linda B. serves on the Stewardship Committee and

asked if members of this committee would assist with the meal, which follows second service on Sunday,
September 21. All those who are available are more than willing to help. Mark Wemhoff, Stewardship Committee
member, will cook BBQ pork and cheesy potatoes. Several offered to bake sheet cakes and/or cookies. (Nine
cakes would be plenty.) As many as possible will help with serving and clean-up.

2. Town Hall Potluck — November 9. Our committee will serve and clean-up.

3. Celebration of Ordination — The date has been changed to November 16. As of now, we do not know how we

may help.

4. October Event — “Halloween Hoot” — October 19 from 12 noon to 2:00 p.m. Judy researched a number of
theme foods and activities, and members added their ideas. We discussed food to serve for lunch, activities during

the event, decorations, and who will be responsible for each. Judy will ask Kathleen Simley to send out a notice
and invitation to our church family of all ages, asking for reservations, preferred but not required. In addition, we
would like to know if anyone has need for gluten-free food. Costumes will be optional but encouraged.

Lunch: Hotdogs in croissant dough, with decorations (basically Pigs in a Blanket); Mac & Cheese using pasta shaped

as leaves and pumpkins; Vegies with Eyes; Dessert — Ice cream with toppings; Drinks — Sunny D or orange juice;

Halloween Chex Mix.

Activities: Bags to hold prizes and crafts and stickers to decorate the bags.

a. Build Frankenstein Monster Faces & Jack-o-Lantern faces - Decorate blank faces by rolling a die — each number

represents a facial item (eyes, nose, mouth, nuts & bolts, etc.)
b. Pin the “BOQ” on the Ghost — Blindfolded players will try to pin a “BO0O” on a ghost’s mouth.
c. Pumpkin Walk — Using Halloween music, when it stops everyone tries to stand on cut-out pumpkins.

d. Bingo — Halloween themed.
e. Decorate real pumpkins

f. Guess Number of Candies in a Jar

g. Service Project — Participants may make treat baskets for the Food Pantry

Prizes for Activities & Games

Decorations: Judy has 2 giant spiders (REALLY BIG) that we can use for photos with children. (Parents may take the
pictures.)

5. Serving coffee between services — September 21.

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, October 14, at 5:30. We may need to get together on Saturday, October 18 for
final preparations.

Submitted by Linda Carlson, Secretary



Minutes for Christian Education Committee

October 2, 2025

We discussed:

- Intergenerational service project for 11/9, Lillie will confirm with Steve Lenzen

- 11/19is the deadline for registration for the summer trip to Pittsburgh, PA

- 11/21is Parent’s Night Out. We need permission slips for kids not in FaithTrek, we
are accepting kids from 3 y.o. to 5" grade, with $15 per child. Bev White is planning
craft projects and games for the kids. We will show a movie and provide pizza. Lillie
is going to make fliers for Laura to pass on to parents to help advertise.

- 11/23 we will do the Advent Tree intergenerational project; there will be no Sunday
School

- 12/14 we are putting on a congregational talent show. Entry fee will be $10 per act,
starting at noon and over at 1:30. Lunch will be provided, TBD on what is served.
RSVP to Lillie



First Lutheran Church
Property Committee Minutes
September 23, 2025

Attending: Chair Norman Kempf, Rod Johnson, Les Carlson, Steve Doolittle, Richard Draper,
Bob Batterman, Steve Lenzen, Janis Strautkalns

Meeting time: 7:00 PM Opening prayer: Rod Minute taker: Les

Minutes from the August PC meeting were approved.

Agenda:

1.

Tree concerns on the west property line were updated by Janis. He’s not received
any responses to the letter he sent to property owners regarding trees overhanging
FLC property. Tree trimming/removal will proceed when contractors are available.
The tree by the dumpster will be removed.

Steve L reported on the parking lot expansion joint project which has so far involved
removal of old caulking. On Thursday and Friday of this week PC members will be
recaulking the expansion joints. Steve L noted there is some settling of the new
concrete in the main FLC entrance area.

Steve L said the shrub trimming by the North FLC entrance is completed.

Steve L has been adjusting the closet doors in sacristy as they are binding. He will
be continuing this project until the binding is resolved.

Steve L conveyed that there are water leaks in the chapel as well as Pastor Erin’s
office which, as was reported in the last PC minutes, are likely a result of rainstorms.

Steve L also mentioned a problem with air handling unit #2 (AHUZ2) that serves the
sanctuary. This unit sometimes operates as needed but not always. The problem
may be mechanical rather than software related. Brett Hixon has inspected this unit
but since there is not yet a bill for this service, Steve does not know the exact nature
of the problem with the unit.

Norman informed that Dave White has repaired a previously replaced electric fan
motor for AHU2. The repaired motor is in the FLC boiler room and will be a spare
should other motors like it fail. The repair of the motor is a gift from Dave to FLC.

Rod gave more information about the new windows in the chapel. A book is being
prepared that will explain the symbolism of the depictions in each of the windows.

Janis reviewed an email he had received from Pastor Erin about preparing additional
wall space for display of church artwork.

Prayer: October Brandon Wiebelhaus

Minute taker: Les
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