A Festival of Festivals:
Celebrating the Reign of Christ in the
Seasons of the Church
November 23, 2025

PRELUDE

‘WELCOME

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

P Welcome to this Festival of Festivals, Celebrating the Reign of Christ through the

seasons of the Church year. Christmas is one of the most well-known holidays in the
life of the church and in our wider culture. Another is Easter, the holiday that brings
with it the message of new life, the message that death does not win, the message of
hope and resurrection that we as God’s children proclaim for the whole world.
Christmas and Easter are what we call “high festival days” - Jesus days - in the life of
our faith. There are other festival days in the Church too, and one of them is today, a
day that we often let slip by unnoticed. Christmas has its poinsettias. Easter has its

lilies, but there is really nothing visually special with which we typically mark today. So



what day is today? Today is Christ the King Sunday, also known as the Festival of the
Reign of Christ. It’s the day in which we as the people of God together proclaim that
someday — a day known only to God - there will be an end to all that is painful, all
suffering, all despair, all sadness, and all death. And from that day on, love will be all
and fill all, and Jesus Christ shall reign as the ruler of all heaven and all earth. God will
make all things new, and God’s children will live forever in God’s glorious presence and
in perfect communion with God and with one another. To help us catch a glimpse of
that future day of promise, today we move through — step by step — the story of Love
that we as Christians proclaim. We will ponder the meaning of what we call the seasons
of the church year, and by so doing, we will reflect upon and participate in the story

that shapes who we are as people who call ourselves followers of Jesus.

FirsT READING Psalm 95:1-7
' Sing joyful songs to the Lord! Praise the mighty rock where we are safe. > Come to worship
him with thankful hearts and songs of praise. > The Lord is the greatest God, king over all
other gods. * He holds the deepest part of the earth in his hands, and the mountain peaks
also belong to him. ®> The ocean is the Lord's because he made it, and with his own hands he
formed the dry land. ® Bow down and worship the Lord our Creator! ' The Lord is our God,

and we are his people, the sheep he takes care of in his own pasture. Listen to God's voice

today!
GATHERING HYMN All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (ELW 634 vss. 1-3)
1 All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name!

Let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem
and crown him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem

and crown him Lord of all.



2 O seed of Israel's chosen race
now ransomed from the fall,
hail him who saves you by his grace
and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace

and crown him Lord of all.

3 Hail him, you heirs of David's line,
whom David Lord did call
the God incarnate, man divine
and crown him Lord of all.
The God Incarnate, man divine

and crown him Lord of all.

ADVENT
SECOND READING Isaiah 11:1-10
'The royal line of David is like a tree that has been cut down; but just as new branches
sprout from a stump, so a new king will arise from among David's descendants. * The spirit
of the Lord will give him wisdom and the knowledge and skill to rule his people. He will
know the Lord's will and honor him, * and find pleasure in obeying him. He will not judge
by appearance or hearsay; * he will judge the poor fairly and defend the rights of the helpless.
At his command the people will be punished, and evil persons will die. * He will rule his
people with justice and integrity. Wolves and sheep will live together in peace, and leopards
will lie down with young goats. Calves and lion cubs will feed together, and little children
will take care of them. " Cows and bears will eat together, and their calves and cubs will lie
down in peace. Lions will eat straw as cattle do. * Even a baby will not be harmed if it plays

near a poisonous snake. ° On Zion, God's sacred hill, there will be nothing harmful or evil.
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The land will be as full of knowledge of the Lord as the seas are full of water. '* A day is

coming when the new king from the royal line of David will be a symbol to the nations.

They will gather in his royal city and give him honor.

REFLECTION

HymnN

TurD READING

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (ELW 272, vs. 1 and 2)

Lo, how a rose e'er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming
as seers of old have sung,
it came, a flow'r so bright,
amid the cold of winter,
when half-spent was the night.

Isaiah had foretold it,
the rose I have in mind;
with Mary we behold it,
the virgin mother kind.
To show God's love aright,
she bore to us a Savior,
when half-spent was the night.

CHRISTMAS
Luke 2:1-7

' About that time Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names of all the people to be listed

. 2 e . .
in record books. > These first records were made when Quirinius was governor of Syria. *

Everyone had to go to their own hometown to be listed. 4 So Joseph had to leave Nazareth

in Galilee and go to Bethlehem in Judea. Long ago Bethlehem had been King David's

hometown, and Joseph went there because he was from David's family. > Mary was engaged
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to Joseph and traveled with him to Bethlehem. She was soon going to have a baby, and
while they were there, ” she gave birth to her first-born son. She dressed him in baby clothes

and laid him on a bed of hay, because there was no room for them in the inn.

REFLECTION

Hymn Love Has Come (ELW 292, vs. 1 and 2)

Love has come—a light in the darkness!
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;
hear how their song of joy arises:
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!
Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder.
Love is God now asleep in the hay.
See the glow in the eyes of his mother;
what is the name her heart is saying?
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers;
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel.

EpPIPHANY

FourTH READING Mark 1:4-11

*So John the Baptist showed up in the desert and told everyone, “Turn back to God and be
baptized! Then your sins will be forgiven.” > From all Judea and Jerusalem crowds of people
went to John. They told how sorry they were for their sins, and he baptized them in the
Jordan River. ° John wore clothes made of camel's hair. He had a leather strap around his
waist and ate grasshoppers and wild honey. ’ John also told the people, “Someone more
powerful is going to come. And [ am not good enough even to stoop down and untie his
sandals. *I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit!” * About that
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time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and John baptized him in the Jordan River. '° As
soon as Jesus came out of the water, he saw the sky open and the Holy Spirit coming down
to him like a dove. ""A voice from heaven said, “You are my own dear Son, and I am pleased
with you.”

REFLECTION

Hymn Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (ELW 310, vs. 2 and 4)

Manifest at Jordan's stream,
prophet, priest, and king supreme;
and at Cana wedding guest
in thy Godhead manifest;
manifest in pow'r divine,
changing water into wine;
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,
present in thy holy word;
grace to imitate thee now

and be pure, as pure art thou;
that we might become like thee
at thy great epiphany,

and may praise thee, ever blest,

God in flesh made manifest.

LeENnT

FirTH READING John 12:12-16, 19:28-30 and Psalm 130:5 12
" The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to

Jerusalem. " So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting,
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“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of Israel!”

“Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: "*

Do not be afraid, daughter of
Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” '° His disciples did not
understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that

these things had been written of him and had been done to him.

2% After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the
scripture), “I am thirsty.” ** A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge
full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. ** When Jesus had received
the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Psalm 130:5 T wait for the Lord; my soul waits, and in his word I hope.

REFLECTION

Hymn I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 611) vs. 1

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
"Come unto me and rest;
lay down, O weary one, lay down
your head upon my breast."
I came to Jesus as I was,
so weary, worn, and sad;
I found in him a resting-place,
and he has made me glad.

EASTER
SixTH READING Luke 24:1-12

' At the crack of dawn on Sunday, the women came to the tomb carrying the burial spices

they had prepared. They found the entrance stone rolled back from the tomb, so they walked



in. But once inside, they couldn’t find the body of the Master Jesus. ** They were puzzled,
wondering what to make of this. Then, out of nowhere it seemed, two men, light cascading
over them, stood there. The women were awestruck and bowed down in worship. The men
said, “Why are you looking for the Living One in a cemetery? He is not here, but raised up.
Remember how he told you when you were still back in Galilee that he had to be handed
over to sinners, be killed on a cross, and in three days rise up?” Then they remembered
Jesus’ words. > They left the tomb and broke the news of all this to the Eleven and the rest.
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them kept
telling these things to the apostles, but the apostles didn’t believe a word of it, thought they
were making it all up. ? But Peter jumped to his feet and ran to the tomb. He stooped to

look in and saw a few grave clothes, that’s all. He walked away puzzled, shaking his head.

REFLECTION

Hymn Thine is the Glory (ELW 376, vs. 1 and 2)

Thine is the glory,
risen, conqu'ring Son;
endless is the vict'ry
thou o'er death hast won!
Angels in bright raiment
rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave-clothes
where thy body lay.

Refrain
Thine is the glory,
risen, conqu'ring Son;
endless is the vict'ry
thou o'er death hast won!



Lo, Jesus meets thee,

risen from the tomb!
Lovingly he greets thee,
scatters fear and gloom;

let his church with gladness
hymns of triumph sing,
for the Lord now liveth;
death hath lost its sting! Refrain

PENTECOST

SEVENTH READING Acts 2:1-8; 11°

When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Without warning
there was a sound like a strong wind, gale force—no one could tell where it came from. It
filled the whole building. Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks,
and they started speaking in a number of different languages as the Spirit prompted them.
There were many Jews staying in Jerusalem just then, devout pilgrims from all over the
world. When they heard the sound, they came on the run. Then when they heard, one after
another, their own mother tongues being spoken, they were blown away. They couldn't for
the life of them figure out what was going on, and kept saying, “Aren’t these all Galileans?
How come we're hearing them talk in our various mother tongues? “They’re speaking our
languages, describing God’s mighty works!”

REFLECTION

Hymn O Day Full of Grace (ELW 627, vs. 4)

God came to us then at Pentecost,
the Spirit new life revealing,
that we might no more in death be lost,
its pow'r over us dispelling.
This flame will the mark of sin efface
and bring to us all true healing.
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Stand

NEw MEMBER WELCOME

P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in
the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and ministry of
this congregation. A congregation is not a building, but is the people, the body of
Christ in the world.

APOSTLES CREED

P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.

P To our new members, I ask you - do you intend to continue in the covenant of your

baptism among God’s faithful people here in this place? If so, please respond, “I do and
I ask God to help and guide me.”

M Ido andIask God to help and guide me.
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P To the whole congregation, I ask you - do you promise to support and pray for these
new members in their life in Christ? If so, please respond, “We do and we ask God to

help and guide us.”
C Wedo and we ask God to help and guide us.

P The Holy Spirit has called and gathered you to this place. Through Jesus Christ, you
have been made members of the body of Christ. Here you will be nurtured with the
proclamation of God’s Word and live in community, sharing your gifts, time, talents,
and resources. We give thanks to God for you, celebrating that you are joining the
body of Christ that is the First Lutheran congregation. And so we pray this prayer of

blessing:

Gracious Lord, through the work of your Holy Spirit, you have called, gathered, and
enlightened us in true faith. We thank you for the many gifts and talents that these
new members bring to the work of this congregation. Continue to speak your gospel
promises into our lives as we strive together to make Jesus Christ known in our
community and the world. Bless all you have gathered, that we may in turn be a

blessing to others. All this we pray in the name of Christ and for his sake,
C Amen.
P Let us welcome these friends in Christ to the community of faith.

C We welcome you as fellow members of the Body of Christ and into the mission
we share. Claimed at the font, forgiven at Christ’s table, and strengthened by

Christ’'s word, we go together to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ.

PRAYERS
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P Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who

are in need.
A time of quiet will follow each petition for worshippers to offer their silent prayers.

P We pray for the church throughout the world for you to empower the church in its life

and witness....

We pray for creation, that you would restore among us a love of the earth you created for

our home...

We pray for our community and nation, that you would renew us in the ways of justice and

peace...

We pray for all who suffer the pain of sickness, loneliness, fear, or loss, those whose names

are in our hearts, in the hearts of others, or known to you alone...

We pray for our congregation in our worship and work, as we are nourished with your

Word and sacraments to faithfully minister in your name...
P We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding

love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen

PEACE OF CHRIST Is SHARED

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Sit

Music OFFERING
8:15 Who Is He? (Boyd Bacon)
Adult Choir
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P To God be the glory.
C Amen.

Stand

OFFERTORY HYMN

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing
Praise to our victorious king,
Who has washed us in the tide
flowing from his wounded side, Alleluia!

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P Let us pray.

C God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill
them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.
Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body

of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  Welift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

‘W ORDS OF INSTITUTION
LorD’s PRAYER
P We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
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your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION

P  Love comes to you in grains of wheat gathered into one. Love comes to you in blessing
outpoured.

Feed us at this holy table and send us out in Love.

Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

O < 0

Sit
CommunioN HyMNs Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (ELW 392)
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;

his the scepter, his the throne;

Alleluia! his the triumph,

his the victory alone.

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion

thunder like a mighty flood:

"Jesus out of ev'ry nation

has redeemed us by his blood."

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans
are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! he is near us;
faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received him

when the forty days were o'er,
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shall our hearts forget his promise:

"I am with you evermore"?

Alleluia! Bread of heaven,

here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! here the sinful

flee to you from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners,
earth's redeemer, hear our plea
where the songs of all the sinless

sweep across the crystal sea.

Alleluia! King eternal,

Lord omnipotent we own;

Alleluia! born of Mary,

earth your footstool, heav'n your throne.
As within the veil you entered,

robed in flesh, our great high priest,
here on earth both priest and victim

in the eucharistic feast.

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;

his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! his the triumph,

his the victory alone.

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
thunder like a mighty flood:

"Jesus out of ev'ry nation
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has redeemed us by his blood."

Now thank we all our God

with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers' arms,
has blest us on our way

with countless gifts of love,

and still is ours today.

Oh, may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts

and blessed peace to cheer us,
and keep us all in grace,

and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all harm

in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,

the Son, and Spirit blest,

who reign in highest heaven,
the one eternal God,

whom earth and heav'n adore;
for thus it was, is now,

and shall be evermore.
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Jesus shall reign where'er the sun

does its successive journeys run;

his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,

till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head;
his name like sweet perfume shall rise

with ev'ry morning sacrifice.

People and realms of ev'ry tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song;
and infant voices shall proclaim

their early blessings on his name.

Blessings abound where'er he reigns:
the pris'ners leap to lose their chains,
the weary find eternal rest,

and all who suffer want are blest.

Let ev'ry creature rise and bring
peculiar honors to our king;
angels descend with songs again,

and earth repeat the loud amen.

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
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C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Let us pray.
C God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with

the bread of heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and
blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and

thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. Amen.
Sit

ORDINARY TIME
EiGHTH READING Exodus 3:1-5, 9-12°

2 Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. He led

the flock to the west end of the wilderness and came to the mountain of God, Horeb. The
angel of God appeared to him in flames of fire blazing out of the middle of a bush. He
looked. The bush was blazing away but it didn’t burn up. *Moses said, “What's going on
here? I can’t believe this! Amazing! Why doesn’t the bush burn up?” * God saw that he had
stopped to look. God called to him from out of the bush, “Moses! Moses!” He said, “Yes? I'm
right here!” > God said, “Don’t come any closer. Remove your sandals from your feet. You're

” 9-10 «

standing on holy ground. The Israelite cry for help has come to me, and I've seen for

myself how cruelly they're being treated by the Egyptians. It’s time for you to go back: I'm
sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the People of Israel, out of Egypt.” "' Moses
answered God, “But why me? What makes you think that I could ever go to Pharaoh and
lead the children of Israel out of Egypt?” **“I'll be with you,” God said.

REFLECTION
Stand

THE BLESSING
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P Receive this blessing: may Love surround and sustain you, fill and renew you, send and
keep you. And the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you

always.
C Amen.
SENDING HYMN We All Are One in Mission (ELW 576, vs. 1 and 2)
We all are one in mission;
we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united
by Christ, the Lord of all.
A single great commission
compels us from above
to plan and work together

that all may know Christ's love.

We all are called for service,
to witness in God's name.
Our ministries are diff 'rent;
our purpose is the same:
to touch the lives of others
with God's surprising grace,
so ev'ry folk and nation

may feel God's warm embrace.

DismissAL
P Go from this place.. live the story that Love has revealed.

C AMEN!
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PoSTLUDE

Dupré)

Readers:

Kristi Fisher

Kayla Peters

Patrick Hayden-Roy
Sherri Cotter

Barb Johnson-Frank
Verdell Bohling
Gene Cotter
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