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FIRST GLANCE

A look at what's happening at
First Lutheran Church

NOVEMBER 23-30, 2025

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

If you've worshiped with us before, welcome back! If this is your first time, we're so glad you're here! We hope you feel surrounded by

God’s love, grace and mercy as you worship today— our ushers, greeters, staff or anyone nearby in the pews are happy to help with any

questions, during or after worship.

THE CHURCH YEAR IN A SINGLE SERVICE

Have you ever experienced worship that journeys through the
entire church year—Advent and Christmas, Epiphany, Lent,
Easter and Pentecost—all in a single service? Today you will, as
we celebrate “The Festival of Festivals: Celebrating the Reign of
Christ”! It’s our own liturgical New Year’s Eve before the new

church year begins next Sunday, November 30.

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!

Today during worship, we welcome the newest members of our
First Lutheran faith community. We give thanks for the unique
gifts, stories and faith they bring to our community. As you see
them throughout the morning, please take a moment to greet

them, offer a warm welcome and introduce yourself.

We're so glad you're here—welcome to First Lutheran!

TURN EVERYDAY SHOPPING INTO YEAR-
ROUND GIVING!

First Lutheran is excited to introduce RaiseRight, a simple way
to support our 2025 Gifts of Hope partners every time you shop.
Just purchase a RaiseRight gift card from First Lutheran for
popular retailers like Hy-Vee, Target, Menards, Kohls, Amazon
and more—and use it like cash. A portion of every purchase (1.5-

14%) goes directly to First Lutheran to support GOH partners.

Use the card yourself or give it as a gift—the impact is the same!
RaiseRight complements the Gifts of Hope Market (December
6-7), keeping the spirit of giving going all year long.

Stop by the RaiseRight table in the Gathering Area Sundays,

9:30-10:45 AM, to learn more or place your order.

BRING LIGHT TO ADVENT: MAKE A LANTERN
TODAY!

Advent invites us to find light in the darkness, hope in a weary
world and joy in God’s love. Today, all ages are invited to the
Activity Center from 9:30-10:30 AM to create a small lantern for

our Advent Tree.

Enjoy a cup of coffee or juice and a donut hole while crafting
your lantern, which will shine in the Sanctuary throughout the
season. When Advent ends, you can take your lantern home,
letting its glow continue to inspire hope, peace, joy and love in

your life year-round.

Come create, listen and let your light shine!

HANGING OF THE GREENS: PREPARING FOR
ADVENT

Join us today at noon to decorate the church for Advent! There
are tasks for everyone: fluffing trees and garlands, hanging
decorations, setting up the stable and carrying boxes from the
sub-basement. No matter how much time you have, your help is
welcome—even just carrying a box. Afterward, enjoy fellowship

and a light meal as we prepare for the Advent season!

THANKSGIVING DAY FEAST - SIGN UP TODAY!

Join us Thursday, November 27, at noon for a feast of turkey,
dressing, mashed potatoes and gravy! Families, please bring two
sides; singles, one. All are welcome—bring guests and family!
Our Fellowship Committee is hosting and extra hands are

appreciated. RSVP today at https://bit.ly/RSVP_Thanksgiving,

www.flclincoln.org / 402-488-0919

Follow us on Facebook @First Lutheran Church - Lincoln, NE and Instagram @FLCLINCOLN



ADVENT AT FIRST LUTHERAN: OUT OF THE BLUE

Advent begins Sunday, November 30! This year, our theme “Out of the Blue”
explores the surprises, awe and wonder of God’s work—moments that turn our

expectations upside down.

Experience the unexpected this Advent through worship, reflection and prayer.
Join us for mid-week Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesdays, December 3, 10
and 17, at noon and 6:30 PM. Families are welcome at the 6:30 PM service to
enjoy PrayGround with Ms. Laura, our FaithTrek Coordinator, in the Sanctuary—

so kids of all ages can worship along!

Join us for soup lunch at 12:30 PM and dinner at 5:30 PM. Can you help by
providing a soup? Sign up at https://bit.ly/2025-advent-soup.

GIFTS OF HOPE MARKET: GIVE GIFTS THAT MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

Join us Sunday, December 7, 8:30 AM-12:30 PM at First Lutheran for the annual
Gifts of Hope Market—a meaningful way to give gifts that make a difference. This
year, 12 partner organizations will be on site, including Lincoln Food Bank
BackPack Program, Matt Talbot Kitchen, ECHO Collective, MOSAIC,
OutNebraska and more. Meet the people behind each program with 100% of your
purchases supporting their work. Enjoy onsite brunch from 8:30 AM-12:30 PM,

with freewill donations benefiting the Lincoln Food Bank.

Prefer to shop online? The 2025 Gifts of Hope catalog launches the week of
December 1, with online shopping open December 6-7—making it easy to give

from anywhere.

Make your holiday giving matter—shop, support and spread hope!

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES & EVENTS

Sunday, December 14 - All-Congregational Christmas Talent Show & Lunch at

noon. Got a talent to share? Sign up with Lillie (ymc@flclincoln.org) for just $10

per act! A fundraiser for summer accompaniment trips and camp scholarships.
Thursday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship at First with services at 11:00
AM (for families with young kids!), 3:30 PM, 5:30 PM and 7:30 PM

Friday, December 25 - Christmas Day worship at 10:00 AM with Christmas Day
Lunch at11:30 AM.

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

M. Joyce Hansen, Sylvia Kempf, Donna Nelson, Pastor Bill Peterson, Cindy
Schuster, Betty Miller, Mary Brass, Jeanette Metteer, Dennis Schuster, Vern
Westberg, Rod Price, Margrett Wehland, Elaine Kruse, Michael Dalton, Pastor
Marsha Anderson, Ann Masters, Joel Nelson, Marge Wessels and Chris Simley
and family.

THE WEEK AHEAD AT FIRST

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 - NEW MEMBER
WELCOME

8:15 AM - Worship with Livestream

9:30 AM - Fellowship Time

9:30 AM - Intergenerational Lantern Project
9:30 AM - Faithful Conversations

10:45 AM - Worship

11:45 AM - Hanging of the Greens

Noon - Nuer Worship

1:00 PM - CCC Team

MONDAY, NOVEMER 24

(Pastor Erin on vacation through November 26)
9:00 AM - First Fitness

1:30 PM - Coffee Talk

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25
5:45 PM - Bible Study
7:00 PM - Property Committee

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27 - HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

Office closed for the holiday!

Noon - Thanksgiving Dinner

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28
Office closed for the holiday!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29
5:00 PM - Worship

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30

8:15 AM - Worship with Livestream

9:30 AM - Fellowship Time

9:30 AM - Faithful Conversations

9:30AM - Adult Forum

9:30 AM - High School Youth to UNL Lutheran
Center for Worship and Lunch

10:45 AM - Worship

Noon - Nuer Worship

Happy
Thanksgiving!

Wishing you a Thanksgiving
filled with gratitude, joy and
the'warmth of family and
friends




