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FIRST GLANCE

A look at what's happening at
First Lutheran Church

NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 7, 2025

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

If you've worshiped with us before, welcome back! If this is your first time, we're so glad you're here! We hope you feel surrounded by

God’s love, grace and mercy as you worship today— our ushers, greeters, staff or anyone nearby in the pews are happy to help with any

questions, during or after worship.

STEP "0UT OF THE BLUE™ THIS ADVENT
SEASON

Advent begins today and this year we're stepping “Out of the
Blue.” Our theme invites us to notice the surprises, awe and
wonder of God’s work—those moments that flip our expectations
upside down and remind us that grace often shows up when we

least expect it.

Experience the unexpected this Advent through worship,
reflection and prayer. Join us for mid-week Holden Evening
Prayer on Wednesdays, December 3, 10 and 17, at noon and 6:30
PM (with livestream). Stay for soup lunch at 12:30 PM and a
soup dinner at 5:30 PM.

Families—come to the 6:30 PM service and enjoy the
PrayGround with Ms. Laura, our FaithTrek Coordinator. Kids of

all ages can engage with worship right in the Sanctuary!

Come be surprised this Advent season.

SUPPORT GIFTS OF HOPE WITH RAISERIGHT:
SHOP, GIVE, AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

First Lutheran is excited to introduce RaiseRight, a simple way
to support our 2025 Gifts of Hope partners. Just purchase
RaiseRight gift cards through First Lutheran for popular
retailers, gas stations, or restaurants like Hy-Vee, Russ’s Market
Target, Home Depot, Scheels, Panera, Qdoba, Marcus Theatres,
Starbucks and Amazon, then use them like cash. A portion of
every purchase (1.5-14%) goes directly to our GOH partners. Use
the cards yourself or give them as gifts—the impact is the same!
This keeps the spirit of giving going all year long. Stop by the
RaiseRight table in the Gathering Area on Sundays between 9:30

and 10:45 AM to learn more or place an order.

ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES TODAY

Join us in the Chapel this morning from 9:30-10:30 AM to hear
from First member, Kay Rockwell. She will share a firsthand
account of how the Goats for Voo program has transformed the
lives of over 1,000 HIV+ families in Kenya. Supported by First
Lutheran’s Gifts of Hope Markets for the last 20 years, this
initiative has significantly improved the financial resources of

these families.

Join us for Faithful Conversations in the Gathering Area from
9:30 to 10:30 AM. This is an opportunity for informal discussion
with others about this week’s local and national news, viewed

through the lens of faith.

GIFTS OF HOPE MARKET - DECEMBER 6 & 7

Join us on Sunday, December 7, from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM for
First Lutheran’s annual Gifts of Hope Market. Every purchase
you make becomes a gift of compassion to our community.
Come meet our partners and enjoy a freewill-donation brunch

supporting the Lincoln Food Bank.

Twelve partner organizations, including the Lincoln Food Bank
BackPack Program, Matt Talbot, I've Got a Name, OutNebraska,
CLIA, MOSAIC, and ECHO Collective, will be onsite to share

how their work embodies our belief that God welcomes all.

The online catalog launches December 3 in our e-newsletter and
on our website. Online shopping will be open from December 6-

7, making it easy to support our partners from anywhere.

At Gifts of Hope, 100% of your donation goes directly to these
organizations. Give in a way that makes a real and lasting

difference.

www.flclincoln.org / 402-488-0919

Follow us on Facebook @First Lutheran Church - Lincoln, NE and Instagram @FLCLINCOLN



SERVING OPPORTUNITIES IN DECEMBER

Help make this holiday season special by contributing your time and talents!

Here's how you can get involved:

Share a Warm Meal: Prepare a delicious soup and bring it to our Advent soup

lunches or dinners. Sign up here: https://bit.ly/2025-advent-soup.

Spread the Word: Love walking? Help us deliver door hangers in the First
Lutheran neighborhoods to invite others to join our Christmas Eve and Day

worship services. Reach out to Kathleen at kathleen@flclincoln.org,

Assist in Worship: Serve as a worship assistant during Sunday mornings,
Midweek Advent Holden Prayer services or on Christmas Eve and Day. Visit

www.flclincoln.org/resources, scroll down, and look for the sign-up links on the

right-hand side of the page.

Contribute to Christmas Eve Fellowship: Donate homemade or store-bought
cookies for our Christmas Eve fellowship featuring cookies, hot cocoa and cider.

Contact Laura at lJaura@flclincoln.org to get involved.

FIRST FRIDAY JAZZ: SONGS OF THE SEASON WITH SUSIE
THORNE & JACKIE ALLEN!

Kick off the season with a joyful, jazz-filled celebration featuring Susie Thorne and
Jackie Allen! Enjoy "Songs of the Season" and more at First Friday Jazz on
December 5, from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM. They'll be joined by Jeff Jenkins on
piano, Hans Strum on bass and Joey Guilizia on drums for a festive concert you
won't want to miss. This event is free, with lunch available for purchase. Please
bring non-perishable food items for the Lincoln Lutheran Food Pantry. Stay for a

few minutes or the whole time—just don't forget to bring a friend

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: CHRISTMAS TALENT SHOW!

Join us Sunday, December 14, from Noon-1:30 PM for our All-Congregational
Christmas Talent Show! Mark your calendar and join us—or better yet, sign up to
share your talent! Sing, dance, tell a story, play an instrument or share a joke—any
talent is welcome, and all ages can participate. Each act has a $10 entry fee, with
proceeds supporting our summer youth trips and camp scholarships. Sign up by

December 7 by contacting Lillie at ymc@flclincoln.org. A chili and cinnamon roll

lunch will be served (freewill offering). Bring your appetite and Christmas cheer

and let’s fill the Activity Center with joy!

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

M. Joyce Hansen, Sylvia Kempf, Donna Nelson, Pastor Bill Peterson, Cindy
Schuster, Betty Miller, Mary Brass, Jeanette Metteer, Dennis Schuster, Vern
Westberg, Rod Price, Margrett Wehland, Elaine Kruse, Michael Dalton, Pastor
Marsha Anderson, Ann Masters, Joel Nelson and Marge Wessels.

THE WEEK AHEAD AT FIRST

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30

8:15 AM - Worship with Livestream

9:30 AM - Fellowship Time

9:30 AM - Faithful Conversations

9:30AM - Adult Forum

9:30 AM - High School Youth to UNL Lutheran
Center for Worship and Lunch

10:45 AM - Worship

Noon - Nuer Worship

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1

9:00 AM - First Fitness

1:30 PM - Coffee Talk

7:00 PM - Worship & Music Committee

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
12:30 PM - Staff Meeting

5:45 PM - Bible Study

7:00 PM - Executive Committee

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

Noon - Advent Holden Evening Prayer

12:30 PM - Soup Lunch

5:30 PM - Soup Dinner

5:30 PM - Confirmation (meet with mentors)
6:30 PM - Holden Evening Prayer with
Livestream and PrayGround for Kids

7:10 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4

9:00 AM - First Fitness

6:30 PM - Spirit Ringers Rehearsal
7:00 PM - Gather & Gab

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5
11:30 AM - First Friday Jazz

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 - Gifts of Hope
Online Shopping Begins at 9:00 AM
5:00 PM - Worship

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 - Gifts of Hope
Market and Noisy Offering

8:15 AM - Worship with Livestream
8:30 AM - Gifts of Hope Market Opens
(until12:30 PM)

8:30 AM - Gifts of Hope Brunch

9:30 AM - FaithTrek

10:45 AM - Worship

Noon - Nuer Worship

6:45 PM - Stephen Ministry Supervision
10:00 PM - Gifts of Hope Online Shopping Ends



