
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
JANUARY 4, 2026 

 

PRELUDE     ​ ​ ​                                          Of the Father’s Love Begotten (arr. Wilbur 
Held) 
 
WELCOME ​       ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P  ​ Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.    

C  ​ Amen. 

P ​ Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P ​ Reconciling God, 
C  ​ we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We confess that 

we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not always 
recognized your presence among us; we have not always embraced your message of 
peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess 
our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in violent 
systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. Be 
born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen. 



P ​ God’s grace upon grace flows over you.☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. Your 
sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 

 C​ Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN                                                                                          O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283) 

1  ​ O come, all ye faithful, 
    ​ joyful and triumphant! 
    ​ O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
    ​ come and behold him, 
    ​ born the king of angels: 
  
Refrain  

O come, let us adore him, 
    ​ O come, let us adore him, 
    ​ O come, let us adore him, 
    ​ Christ the Lord! 
  
2  ​ The highest, most holy, 
    ​ light of light eternal, 
    ​ born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
    ​ Son of the Father 
    ​ now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 
  
3  ​ Sing, choirs of angels, 
    ​ sing in exultation, 
    ​ sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
    ​ Glory to God 
    ​ in the highest:  Refrain 
  
4  ​ Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
    ​ born this happy morning; 
    ​ Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
    ​ Word of the Father, 
    ​ now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 
 



GREETING 
P​ The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
C​ ​Jesus Christ is the light of the world. The light no darkness can overcome.   
P​ May the grace and truth of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
C     And also with you. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth. 
Once you sang creation’s story,  
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth; 

 
Refrain: 
​ Come and worship, come and worship,  
​ Worship Christ, the new born king. 
 
​ All creation, join in praising 
​ God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
​ Evermore your voices raising 

To the eternal Three in One. Refrain 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY           
P  ​ Let us pray.   
C​ Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By 

your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

FIRST READING                                                                                                                     Jeremiah 31:7-14 
7Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 8See, I am going to 
bring them from the land of the north and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among 
them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor together; a great company, they 
shall return here. 9With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back; I will 
let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path where they shall not stumble, for I have become 
a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 10Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it 



in the coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him and will keep him as a 
shepherd does a flock.” 11For the Lord has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands too 
strong for him. 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant 
over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock 
and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I 
will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow. 14I will 
give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.  
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

PSALM ​​ ​                                                                                                            Psalm 147:12-20 
R ​ 12Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion, 
C  ​ 13who has strengthened the bars of your gates and has blessed your children within 

you. 
R ​ 14God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
C  ​ 15God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very swiftly. 
R ​ 16God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes. 
C  ​ 17God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against God’s cold? 
R ​ 18The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and the waters flow. 
C  ​ 19God declares the word to Jacob, statues and judgements to Israel. 
R ​ 20The Lord has not done so to any other nation; they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah! 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                             Ephesians 1:3-14 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all 
wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and 
will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 
13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 



believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our 
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

KIDS’ MESSAGE​​ ​ ​ ​                                       

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​ 

Love has come and never will leave us! 
Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.  
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 
P      The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st  chapter. 
C      Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
GOSPEL    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​       ​                                   John 1:1-18 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 
the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 6 There was a man sent from 
God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world came 
into being through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried 
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the 
only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 



P      The Gospel of the Lord. 
C      Praise to you, O Christ.​ ​  

SERMON    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​                     ​                        Pastor Erin Heidelberger 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                        Word of God, Come Down on Earth (ELW 510)                                  
1  ​ Word of God, come down on earth, 
    ​ living rain from heav'n descending; 
    ​ touch our hearts and bring to birth 
    ​ faith and hope and love unending. 
    ​ Word almighty, we revere you; 
    ​ Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 
  
2  ​ Word eternal, throned on high, 
    ​ Word that brought to life creation, 
    ​ Word that came from heav'n to die, 
    ​ crucified for our salvation, 
    ​ saving Word, the world restoring, 
    ​ speak to us, your love outpouring. 
  
3  ​ Word that speaks God's tender love, 
    ​ one with God beyond all telling, 
    ​ Word that sends us from above 
    ​ God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 
    ​ Word of truth, to all truth lead us; 
    ​ Word of life, with one bread feed us. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED        ​           ​                                                                                                 
P      Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

            ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
            ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
            ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
            ​ he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, 
            ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
            ​ and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
            ​ the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
      ​ the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 
                   

PRAYERS                                                                                                                            Away in a Manger 
 All: Sing as opening and closing of the prayers          

      

 
(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their 
needs)   

Recent concerns: Christian Paulsen and De Hansen. Those with ongoing concerns: Marge Wessels, 
Pastor Bill Peterson, Mary Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton, Ann Masters, and Joel Nelson. 
Those who are part of our homebound community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce Hansen, Donna Nelson, 
Cindy Schuster, Betty Miller, Jeanette Metteer, Dennis Schuster, Rod Price and Margrett Wehland. 
Condolences for: Jean Hinton & family on the passing of her father Francis.                                                                 

PEACE OF CHRIST IS SHARED 
P ​ The peace of Christ be with you always.               
C   ​ And also with you. 

MUSIC OFFERING                                                                        Bring a Torch Jeannette Isabella (French 
Carol) 

Bryce Anderson & Courtney Bruntz, trombone 

P      To God be the glory.               
C   ​ Amen. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Heaven can not hold Him, nor earth sustain; 



Heav’n and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign; 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
The Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man I would do my part; 
Yet what can I give Him give my heart. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER     ​​ ​     ​ ​  
P​ Let us pray.   
C​ God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. 

Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may 
rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P ​ The Lord be with you. 

C​ And also with you. 

P    ​ Lift up your hearts. 

C    ​ We lift them to the Lord. 

P    ​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C    ​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P ​ It is indeed… (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, in the highest.  

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P      Holy God, the beginning and the end…..both now and forever. 



C      Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P      We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:  
C      Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P ​ God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy! 
C  ​ Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                           

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
Lord, have mercy on us, 
And may your peace be with us. 
Lamb of God, you take away our sin.  
Lord, have mercy on us,  
And may your peace be with us.  
Lamb of God grant us peace.  

  
COMMUNION MUSIC                                                                                          Still, Still, Still (arr. Chip 
Davis) 

Brian & Erin Niebuhr 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS                                                                Of the Father’s Love Begotten (ELW 295) 
1  ​ Of the Father's love begotten 
    ​ ere the worlds began to be, 
    ​ he is Alpha and Omega, 
    ​ he the source, the ending he, 
    ​ of the things that are, that have been, 



    ​ and that future years shall see, 
    ​ evermore and evermore. 
  
2  ​ Oh, that birth forever blessed, 
    ​ when the virgin, full of grace, 
    ​ by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
    ​ bore the Savior of our race, 
    ​ and the babe, the world's redeemer, 
    ​ first revealed his sacred face, 
    ​ evermore and evermore. 
  
3  ​ This is he whom seers in old time 
    ​ chanted of with one accord, 
    ​ whom the voices of the prophets 
    ​ promised in their faithful word; 
    ​ now he shines, the long-expected; 
    ​ let creation praise its Lord 
    ​ evermore and evermore. 
  
4  ​ Let the heights of heav'n adore him; 
    ​ angel hosts, his praises sing; 
    ​ pow'rs, dominions, bow before him 
    ​ and extol our God and King; 
    ​ let no tongue on earth be silent, 
    ​ ev'ry voice in concert ring 
    ​ evermore and evermore. 
  
5  ​ Christ, to thee, with God the Father, 
    ​ and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
    ​ hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
    ​ and unwearied praises be: 
    ​ honor, glory, and dominion, 
    ​ and eternal victory 
    ​ evermore and evermore! Amen. 

                                    Let Our Gladness Have No End (ELW 291) 



1  ​ Let our gladness have no end, Hallelujah! 
    ​ for to earth did Christ descend. Hallelujah! 
  
Refrain 
    ​ On this day God gave us 
    ​ Christ, the Son, to save us; 
    ​ Christ, the Son, to save us. 
  
2  ​ Prophesied in days of old, Hallelujah! 
    ​ God has sent the one foretold. Hallelujah!  Refrain 
  
3  ​ See the loveliest blooming rose, Hallelujah! 
    ​ from the branch of Jesse grows. Hallelujah!  Refrain 
  
4  ​ Into flesh is made the Word, Hallelujah! 
    ​ our true refuge and our Lord. Hallelujah!  Refrain 
 
P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C    Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P​ Let us pray. Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder 

in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in 
everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us.  

C​ Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P​ The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, ☩ bless you with 

endless grace, peace, and joy.    
C  ​ Amen. 

 

 



 

 

SENDING HYMN                                                                                           The First Noel (ELW 300 stanzas 4-6) 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
P     Glory to God in the highest! 
C  ​ And peace to God's people on earth! 
P  ​ Go in joy and  God’s redeeming grace. 
C​ Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                       From Heaven Above (Walter Pelz) 
 
 

Lead Pastor:  Erin Heidelberger  
Associate Pastor: Andrew Kitzing 

 ​ ​ ​     ​ ​                                 Live Streaming: Jim Overcash 
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