
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 14, 2025 

 

PRELUDE     ​ ​ ​             Reflection on “E’en So, Lord Jesus Quickly Come” (Paul Manz) 
 
WELCOME ​       ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P  ​ Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is 
sure.    

C  ​ Amen. 

P ​ God is here, and God sees through every defense that fools the world. Since we cannot hide 
from God, there is nothing left to do but to be honest with each other and humble before God. 
So, in humility, we confess our sins. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

C  ​ God, we have acted helpless, even when you called us to action. We have resisted your 
truth, even when our lies were exhausting. We have behaved as though we were alone, 
even when you were beside us. God, we have believed we were dying, even when you 
helped us grow. 

P ​ God knows we can never undo the sins of this world. 
C  ​ The stories of a painful past still echo here today. 



P ​ Yet before our first mistakes, God perfected the plan for salvation. In the name of  ☩ Jesus 
Christ, God forgives your sins, all of them. Even when signs of our old lives remain, God’s 
forgiveness is still at work.  

 C​ Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN                                                                  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257, vss 1-4) 

   1  ​ O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
    ​ and ransom captive Israel, 
    ​ that mourns in lonely exile here 
    ​ until the Son of God appear. 
  
Refrain 
    ​ Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
    ​ shall come to you, O Israel. 
  
2  ​ O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
    ​ embracing all things far and nigh: 
    ​ in strength and beauty come and stay; 
    ​ teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 
  
3  ​ O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
    ​ as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
    ​ in ancient times you gave the law 
    ​ in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
  
4  ​ O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
    ​ your own from Satan's tyranny; 
    ​ from depths of hell your people save, 
    ​ and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain 
 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE​                                                                                     Fellowship Committee     
R ​ Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Your prophets spoke of a 

day when the desert would blossom and waters would break forth in the wilderness. Bless us as 
we light these Advent candles. Strengthen our hearts as we prepare for the coming of the Lord. 
May he give water to all who thirst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God 



forever. 
C  Amen. 

 
While We Are Waiting 

 

GREETING 
P​ Grace and peace to you from the God who has always known you, the Savior who is already 

born, the Spirit who already knows what you’ll ask. 
C     And also with you. 

KYRIE 

Lord, have mercy on your people. Christ have mercy on us. 
Shine your light into our darkness. Fill us with your holy love. 
Be our strength in times of trouble. Set us free from chains that bind.  
Breathe new life into our spirit. Purify our hearts and minds. 
 
Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. 
Heal all conflicts between nations. Teac h us how to live as one.  
Show us how to love our neighbor. Run to those who cry for help. 
Word made flesh who lives among us; Christ our Lord, Emmanuel.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY           
P  ​ Let us pray.   
C​ Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your 

coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 



FIRST READING                                                                                                                          Isaiah 35:1-10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 
2it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory of Lebanon shall be given 
to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our 
God. 3Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful 
heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible 
recompense. He will come and save you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 
the deaf shall be opened; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing 
for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand 
shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a 
swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the 
Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even 
fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall 
not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return 
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.   
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING                                                                                                                   James 5:7-10 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You 
also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Brothers and 
sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is 
standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  

R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

KIDS’ MESSAGE​​ ​ ​ ​                                       

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​ 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Love of God will be among us.  
Prepare our hearts to receive our Savior.  



Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
P      The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th  chapter. 
C      Glory to you, O Lord.  

GOSPEL    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​       ​                          Matthew 11:2-11 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin 
disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to 
them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”  7 As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken 
by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 
wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11 “Truly I tell you, among those 
born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.” 
P      The Gospel of the Lord. 
C      Praise to you, O Christ.​ ​  

SERMON    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​                     ​                        Pastor Erin Heidelberger 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                     He Came Down (ELW 253)                                  
 1  ​ He came down that we may have love; 
    ​ he came down that we may have love; 
    ​ he came down that we may have love; 
    ​ hallelujah forevermore. 
  
2  ​ He came down that we may have light; 
    ​ he came down that we may have light; 
    ​ he came down that we may have light; 
    ​ hallelujah forevermore. 
  
3  ​ He came down that we may have peace; 
    ​ he came down that we may have peace; 



    ​ he came down that we may have peace; 
    ​ hallelujah forevermore. 
  
4  ​ He came down that we may have joy; 
    ​ he came down that we may have joy; 
    ​ he came down that we may have joy; 
    ​ hallelujah forevermore. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED        ​           ​                                                                                                 
P      Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

            ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
            ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
            ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
            ​ he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, 
            ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
            ​ and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
            ​ the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
      ​ the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 
                   

PRAYERS                                                                                                                   

 P​ In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.               

After each petition, respond with, “hear our prayer.”   

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their 
needs)   

Recent concerns: Liana Sandin. Those with ongoing concerns: Marge Wessels, Pastor Bill Peterson, Mary 
Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton, Ann Masters, and Joel Nelson. Those who are part of our 
homebound community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce Hansen, Donna Nelson, Cindy Schuster, Betty Miller, 
Jeanette Metteer, Richard Metteer, Dennis Schuster, Rod Price and Margrett Wehland. 

 



P ​ Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through 
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.                      

C   ​ Amen​                                                                                                   

PEACE OF CHRIST IS SHARED 
P ​ The peace of the Lord be with you always.               
C   ​ And also with you. 

MUSIC OFFERING                                                                                  The King of Glory (Anne Krenz Organ) 
Kathy Havlicek-Cook, flute 

 
P      To God be the glory.               
C   ​ Amen. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

We praise you, God, for love for life, for saving us from darkest night.  
We praise you, God, for love for life, for saving us from darkest night.  
We offer now ourselves to you.  
God, use us anyway you choose.  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER     ​​ ​     ​ ​  
P​ Let us pray.   
C​ God, we cherished what we thought belonged only to us: our money and our time and 

our families and our freedom. 
P ​ Yet in a moment, we recognize that every truly good thing was a treasure we had taken from 

your open hand. We thought such treasures were ours to earn and to own.  
C  ​ You grow what we give away.  So, we give you these gifts as a sign of your love and 

faithfulness. Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P ​ The Lord be with you. 

C​ And also with you. 

P    ​ Lift up your hearts. 

C    ​ We lift them to the Lord. 



P    ​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C    ​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P ​ It is indeed… (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy holy One. 
God of power, God of might.  
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed! Blessed is the one who comes. 
Blessed! Blessed, in the name of God.  
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P      Holy God, the beginning and the end…..both now and forever. 
C      Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P      We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:  
C      Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P ​ People of God, you are Christ’s people: tied to Jesus in his death and made new in his 

resurrection. So, listen to the promise prepared for you in this moment: Even when you feel 
dead, you are alive; even when you have done wrong, God forgives you. And even when you 
feel unwelcome or unworthy, Jesus brings you to the table. Come and take your place at the 
feast that never ends. 

C  ​ Thanks be to God. 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD                           
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
Have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
Have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
Grant us peace, grant us peace.  

  
COMMUNION MUSIC                                                    God Is Near (Bonita Thomsen/from Pie Cantiones) 

Sherry Cotter, vocal 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS                                                        Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256) 

1  ​ "Comfort, comfort now my people; 
    ​ tell of peace!" So says our God. 
    ​ Comfort those who sit in darkness 
    ​ mourning under sorrow's load. 
    ​ To God's people now proclaim 
    ​ that God's pardon waits for them! 
    ​ Tell them that their war is over; 
    ​ God will reign in peace forever. 
  
2  ​ For the herald's voice is crying 
    ​ in the desert far and near, 
    ​ calling us to true repentance, 
    ​ since the reign of God is here. 
    ​ Oh, that warning cry obey! 
    ​ Now prepare for God a way. 
    ​ Valleys, rise to greet the Savior; 
    ​ hills, bow down in humble favor. 
  
3  ​ Straight shall be what long was crooked, 
    ​ and the rougher places plain. 
    ​ Let your hearts be true and humble, 



    ​ as befits God's holy reign. 
    ​ For the glory of the Lord 
    ​ now on earth is shed abroad, 
    ​ and all flesh shall see the token 
    ​ that God's word is never broken. 
 

Wait for the Lord (ELW 262)   

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 
 
P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C    Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P​ Let us pray.  
C​ Jesus, the world looks different from your table. Here, there are no strangers, and 

grace is never a surprise. Life always thrives in the desert, and a promise never shades 
with doubt. Soon as we rise from this table, our memories of this goodness fade. So 
bring us back every day to your promises. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

BLESSING 
P​ May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, 

peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.   
C  ​ Amen. 

SENDING HYMN                                                                                                           People, Look East (ELW 248) 

1 ​ People, look east. The time is near 
of the crowning of the year. 

    ​ Make your house fair as you are able, 
    ​ trim the hearth and set the table. 
    ​ People, look east, and sing today— 
    ​ Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
  



2  ​ Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
    ​ one more seed is planted there. 
    ​ Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
    ​ that in course the flow'r may flourish. 
    ​ People, look east, and sing today— 
    ​ Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
  
3  ​ Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, 
    ​ one more light the bowl shall brim, 
    ​ shining beyond the frosty weather, 
    ​ bright as sun and moon together. 
    ​ People, look east, and sing today— 
    ​ Love, the Star, is on the way. 
  
4  ​ Angels announce with shouts of mirth 
    ​ him who brings new life to earth. 
    ​ Set ev'ry peak and valley humming 
    ​ with the word, the Lord is coming. 
    ​ People, look east, and sing today— 
    ​ Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 
SENDING WORDS 
P​  The arrival of the Lord is here. Go in the peace, promise, hope, and freedom of Christ. 
C​ Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE                                                        Toccata on “ Savior of the Nations, Come” (Hugo 
Distler) 
 
 
                                                                               

 

Lead Pastor:  Erin Heidelberger  
Associate Pastor: Andrew Kitzing 

 ​ ​ ​     ​ ​                                 Live Streaming:Kathleen Simley 
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