FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DEeceMBER 21, 2025

PRELUDE Emmanuel, El Shaddai (arr. Sondra Tucker)

Spirit Ringers

WELCOME

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

Blessed be the Holy Trinity # one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is

sure.
Amen.

God is here, and God sees through every defense that fools the world. Since we cannot hide
from God, there is nothing left to do but to be honest with each other and humble before God.

So, in humility, we confess our sins.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, we have acted helpless, even when you called us to action. We have resisted your
truth, even when our lies were exhausting. We have behaved as though we were alone,
even when you were beside us. God, we have believed we were dying, even when you
helped us grow.

God knows we can never undo the sins of this world.

The stories of a painful past still echo here today.



P Yet before our first mistakes, God perfected the plan for salvation. In the name of * Jesus
Christ, God forgives your sins, all of them. Even when signs of our old lives remain, God’s

forgiveness is still at work.

C Amen.
GATHERING HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257, vss 5-8)
5 O come, O Key of David, come,

and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

shall come to you, O Israel.

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;

restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear. Refrain

LiGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE Bruntz/ Anderson

R Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son, Emmanuel,
you have shown us your light and saved us from the power of sin. Bless us as we light these
Advent candles. Increase our longing for your presence, that at the celebration of your Son’s
birth his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be

God forever.



C Amen.

While We Are Waiting
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While we are wait - ing, come; While we are wait - ing, come;
Come, Sav - ior, quick - ly come; Come, Sav - ior, quick - ly come;
eSS e e
Je - sus our Lord Em - man - u-el, while we are wait - ing, come.
Come, Sav - ior, quick - ly come.
GREETING

P Grace and peace to you from the God who has always known you, the Savior who is already
born, the Spirit who already knows what you'll ask.

C And also with you.

KYRIE

Lord, have mercy on your people. Christ have mercy on us.
Shine your light into our darkness. Fill us with your holy love.
Be our strength in times of trouble. Set us free from chains that bind.

Breathe new life into our spirit. Purify our hearts and minds.

Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison.
Heal all conflicts between nations. Teac h us how to live as one.
Show us how to love our neighbor. Run to those who cry for help.

Word made flesh who lives among us; Christ our Lord, Emmanuel.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

C Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free
us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



FirsT READING Isaiah 7:10-16
11«

"The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, "' “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high
as heaven.” " But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” " Then Isaiah
said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God
also? ' Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and
shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. ** He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows
how to refuse the evil and choose the good. ' For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”

R Word of God. Word of Life.

C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 1:1-7
'Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, > which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, * the gospel concerning his Son,
who was descended from David according to the flesh *and was declared to be Son of God with
power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,
*through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith
among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, ®including you who are called to belong to Jesus
Christ, " To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

R Word of God. Word of Life.

C Thanks be to God.

Kips’ MESSAGE

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia!

Love of God will be among us.

Prepare our hearts to receive our Savior.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia!

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.



GosPEL Matthew 1:18-25
“Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy
Spirit. *” Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to divorce her quietly. ’ But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. * She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” ** All this took place to fulfill what had
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: *“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give
birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” ** When Joseph
awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife * but
had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Andrew Kitzing

HymN oF THE DAY Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (ELW 254 on Nettelton)
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sire of ev'-ry na - tion, joy of ev - ry long -ing heart.

all - suf - fi-cient mer - it raise us o thy glo-rious throne.



APOSTLES’ CREED
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS

P In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to

renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

After each petition, respond with, “hear our prayer.”

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their

needs)

Recent concerns: Liana Sandin and Christian Paulsen. Those with ongoing concerns: Marge Wessels,
Pastor Bill Peterson, Mary Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton, Ann Masters, and Joel Nelson.
Those who are part of our homebound community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce Hansen, Donna Nelson,
Cindy Schuster, Betty Miller, Jeanette Metteer, Richard Metteer, Dennis Schuster, Rod Price and
Margrett Wehland. Condolences for: Jim Overcash & family at the passing of his mother.

P Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
C Amen

PEACE OF CHRIST Is SHARED
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Music OFFERING Breath of Heaven (Grant/ Tornquist)
Christine Carman, piano



P
C

To God be the glory.

Amen.

OFFERTORY HYMN

We praise you, God, for love for life, for saving us from darkest night.

‘We praise you, God, for love for life, for saving us from darkest night.

We offer now ourselves to you.

God, use us anyway you choose.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P
C

Let us pray.

God, we cherished what we thought belonged only to us: our money and our time and
our families and our freedom.

Yet in a moment, we recognize that every truly good thing was a treasure we had taken from
your open hand. We thought such treasures were ours to earn and to own.

You grow what we give away. So, we give you these gifts as a sign of your love and

faithfulness. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed... (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name

and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy holy One.
God of power, God of might.

Heav'n and earth are full of your glory.



Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed! Blessed is the one who comes.

Blessed! Blessed, in the name of God.

EuUcHARISTIC PRAYER
P Holy God, the beginning and the end.....both now and forever.

C Amen.

W ORDS OF INSTITUTION

LorD’s PRAYER

P We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

P People of God, you are Christ’s people: tied to Jesus in his death and made new in his
resurrection. So, listen to the promise prepared for you in this moment: Even when you feel
dead, you are alive; even when you have done wrong, God forgives you. And even when you
feel unwelcome or unworthy, Jesus brings you to the table. Come and take your place at the

feast that never ends.

C Thanks be to God.

LAmB oF Gop
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

Have mercy on us, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

Have mercy on us, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,



Grant us peace, grant us peace.

CoMmMmuNION Music

CommunioN HYMNs

1 Savior of the nations, come;
virgin's son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth:

God has chosen such a birth.

2 Not by human flesh and blood,
but the mystic Breath of God,
was the Word of God made flesh,

fruit of woman, blossom fresh.

3 Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child—
from his throne, a virgin mild!
Very God, and Mary's son,

eager now his race to run!

4 From God's heart the Savior speeds,
back to God his pathway leads;
out to vanquish death's command,

back to reign at God's right hand.

5 Now your manger, shining bright,
hallows night with newborn light.
Night cannot this light subdue;

let our faith shine ever new.

6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord,
virgin's son, incarnate Word!
To the holy Trinity

praise we sing eternally!

Lo, How Rose (arr. Lani Smith)
Boyd & Masako Bacon, piano & organ

Savior of the Nations, Come (ELW 263)



All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last!
Furrows lie open for God's creative task:
this, the labor of people who struggle to see

how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free.

People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell:
"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel";
she conceived him, "God with us,"

our brother, whose birth

restores hope and courage to children of this earth.

Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared;
new highways opened, new protocols declared.
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace!

All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste!

We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib.
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live
in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see

our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free.

All Earth Is Hopeful (ELW 266)

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.

PrRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P
C

Let us pray.

bring us back every day to your promises. Amen.

Jesus, the world looks different from your table. Here, there are no strangers, and
grace is never a surprise. Life always thrives in the desert, and a promise never shades

with doubt. Soon as we rise from this table, our memories of this goodness fade. So



SENDING

BLESSING
P May God who comes among us, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting,

peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.

C Amen.
SENDING HYMN Joy to the World (ELW 267)
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her king;

let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,

and heav'n and nature sing,

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,

far as, far as the curse is found.

4 He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,

and wonders, wonders of his love.



SENDING WORDS

P The arrival of the Lord is here. Go in the peace, promise, hope, and freedom of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.

PoOSTLUDE Toccata on “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (arr. John
Behnke)
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