LeEssoNs AND CAROLS
DEeceMBER 28, 2025

PRELUDE Bring a Torch, Jeannette Isabella (Brent Adams)

Matt Reckmeyer, trombone
Carol Reckmeyer, piano

WELCOME

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

lae]

Blessed be the Holy Trinity * one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,

we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We confess that
we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not always
recognized your presence among us; we have not always embraced your message of
peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess
our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in violent
systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. Be

born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.



P God’s grace upon grace flows over you.F Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. Your

sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!

C Amen.
GATHERING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264)

1  Prepare the royal highway;
the King of kings is near!
Let ev'ry hill and valley
alevel road appear!
Then greet the King of glory,

foretold in sacred story:

Refrain
Hosanna to the Lord,
for he fulfills God's word!

2 God's people, see him coming:
your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before him!
Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God's promise will not fail you!

No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain

3 Then fling the gates wide open
to greet your promised king!
Your king, yet ev'ry nation
its tribute too may bring.

All lands will bow before him;

their voices join your singing: Refrain

4 Hisis no earthly kingdom;
it comes from heav'n above.
His rule is peace and freedom
and justice, truth, and love.

So let your praise be sounding



for kindness so abounding: Refrain

GREETING

P  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

C O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you
protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
I. MARY

LEessoN Luke 1:26-35
**In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, *’ to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was
Mary. ** And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” *” But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. ** The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. *' And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. ** He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. ** He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” ** Mary said to the
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” ** The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will
be holy; he will be called Son of God.

CAROL Lo, How a Rose (ELW 272)
1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming

from tender stem hath sprung!

Of Jesse's lineage coming

as seers of old have sung,

it came, a flow'r so bright,

amid the cold of winter,



when half-spent was the night.

2 Isaiah had foretold it,
the rose I have in mind;
with Mary we behold it,
the virgin mother kind.
To show God's love aright,
she bore to us a Savior,

when half-spent was the night.

3 This flow'r, whose fragrance tender
with sweetness fills the air,
dispels with glorious splendor
the darkness everywhere.
True man, yet very God,
from sin and death he saves us

and lightens ev'ry load.

4 O Savior, child of Mary,
who felt our human woe;
O Savior, king of glory,
who dost our weakness know:
bring us at length, we pray,
to the bright courts of heaven

and into endless day.

RESPONSORY:

P The Lord himself will give you a sign.

C Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son.
P And they shall name him Emmanuel,

C Which means God is with us. Isaiah 7:14

PRAYER
P Let us pray. Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son, you
made known your gracious regard for the poor and lowly. Grant us grace to receive your Word

in humility, and to be made one with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.



C Amen.

II. JOSEPH

LEssoN Matthew 1:18-21

" Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy
Spirit. *Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to divorce her quietly. >’ But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. *' She will bear a son, and you are to

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”

CaroL O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELWW 279)
1 O little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years

are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary,
and, gathered all above
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king,

and peace to all the earth!

3 How silently, how silently
the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts



the blessings of his heav'n.

No ear may hear his coming;

but, in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still

the dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us,

our Lord Immanuel!

RESPONSORY:

P A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse.

C And a branch shall grow out of his roots.

P The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him.

C The spirit of wisdom and understanding.

P The spirit of counsel and might.

C The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. Isaiah 11:1-2

PRAYER

P Letus pray. O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to be the
guardian of your Son and the spouse of his mother: give us grace to imitate his life of
obedience to your guidance and the faith to follow your commands; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C Amen.

III. ANGELS

LEessoN Luke 2:8-14
® Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. ’ Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. '° But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing

you good news of great joy for all the people: ' to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,



who is the Messiah, the Lord. "* This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” ” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying, ' “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among

those whom he favors!”

CaroL Angels from the Realms of Glory (ELW 275)
1 Angels, from the realms of glory,

wing your flight o'er all the earth;

once you sang creation's story,

now proclaim Messiah's birth:

Come and worship, come and worship,

worship Christ, the newborn king.

2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
yonder shines the infant light.
Come and worship, come and worship,

worship Christ, the newborn king.

3 Sages, leave your contemplations,
brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations,
you have seen his natal star.
Come and worship, come and worship,

worship Christ, the newborn king.

4 All creation, join in praising
God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising
to the eternal Three in One.
Come and worship, come and worship,

worship Christ, the newborn king.



RESPONSORY:

P Getyou up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings.

C Lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings.
P Liftit up, do not fear.

C Say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!" Isaiah 10:9

PRAYER
P Let us pray. Almighty God, you have made yourself known in your Son, Jesus, redeemer of the

world. We pray that his birth as a human child will set us free from sin; through Jesus Christ

our Lord.
C Amen.
IV.SHEPHERDS
LEssoN Luke 2:15-20

"When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.” ' So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger.

7 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child, ** and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, ” and Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. * The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had

heard and seen, just as it had been told them.

CaroL Angels We Have Heard on High (EL\Y 289)
1 Angels we have heard on high,

sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,

echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain
Gloria in excelsis Deo;

gloria in excelsis Deo.

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be



which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain

3 Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee

Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain

RESPONSORY:

P  He will feed his flock like a shepherd

C He will gather the lambs in his arms

P He will carry them in his bosom

C And gently lead the mother sheep. Isaiah 40:11

PRAYER

P Let us pray. Almighty God, you have sent to us your Son, the savior of the world. May we
always be like the shepherds who proclaim your presence and grace in our lives; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

V. THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

LEessoN Luke 2:1-7
'In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. * This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. > All went to their
own towns to be registered. * Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. ° He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. * While
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. " And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the

guest room.

CaroL Once in Royal David’s (ELW 269)
1 Once in royal David's city

stood a lowly cattle shed,

where a mother laid her baby

in a manger for his bed:

Mary was that mother mild,



Jesus Christ, her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,

and his shelter was a stable,

and his cradle was a stall;

with the poor and meek and lowly,

lived on earth our Savior holy.

And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love;
for that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heav'n above;

and he leads his children on

to the place where he is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,

we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God's right hand on high;
there his children gather round,

bright like stars, with glory crowned.

RESPONSORY:

P
C

C

[ am the Lord, | have called you in righteousness

I have taken you by the hand and kept you, I have given you as a covenant to the
people, a light to the nations.

To open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison
those who sit in darkness.

The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare. Isaiah 42:6-9

PrRAYER

P

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You have enriched our lives
with every good and perfect gift; you have commanded us to show your splendor and to praise

you with lives of love, justice, and joy. May we be a visible sign of your saving grace and love in
all our Christmas celebrations; through your Son, Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the Holy

Spirit be all honor and glory, now and forever.



C Amen.

VI. THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

LEssoN John 1:1-18
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. *He was in
the beginning with God. * All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being ‘in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
*The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. ° There was a man sent from
God whose name was John. ’ He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. * He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. ° The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. '°He was in the world, and the world came
into being through him, yet the world did not know him. "' He came to what was his own, and his
own people did not accept him. " But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, " who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the
will of man, but of God. " And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. ** (John testified to him and cried
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.””) ' From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. ” The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ' No one has ever seen God. It is the

only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

HymN oF THE DAY Silent Night (ELW 281)
1 Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright

round yon virgin mother and child.

Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

Christ, the Savior, is born!



Silent night, holy night!

Son of God, love's pure light

radiant beams from your holy face,

with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at your birth,

Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

NIceNE CREED
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
‘We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

'We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

PRAYERS

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



P Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all

who are in need.

After each petition, respond with, “your mercy is great.”

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their

needs)

Recent concerns: Liana Sandin and Christian Paulsen. Those with ongoing concerns: Marge Wessels,

Pastor Bill Peterson, Mary Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton, Ann Masters, and Joel Nelson.

Those who are part of our homebound community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce Hansen, Donna Nelson,

Cindy Schuster, Betty Miller, Jeanette Metteer, Dennis Schuster, Rod Price and Margrett Wehland.

Condolences for: family of Richard Metteer.

P With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in

your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C Amen

PEACE OF CHRIST Is SHARED
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Music OFFERING

P  To God be the glory.
C Amen.

OFFERTORY HYMN

Heaven can not hold Him nor earth sustain;
Heav'n and earth shall flee away

When He comes to reign;

In the bleak midwinter

A stable place sufficed

The Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ.

What can I give Him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb;

French Carols (arr. Brent Adams)
Matt Reckmeyer, trombone

Carol Reckmeyer, piano



If I were a wise man
I would do my part;

Yet what can I give Him give my heart

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P Letus pray.

C God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow.
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may

rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

= 6O <9 6O <9 6O T

It is indeed... (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name

and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, in the highest.

W ORDS OF INSTITUTION

Lorp’s PRAYER

P We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:



C  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

P Godis now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!
C Thanks be to God.

ComMMuNION Music Gesu Bambino (Pietro Yon)
Matt Reckmeyer, trombone

Carol Reckmeyer, piano

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PrAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Letus pray. Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder
in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in
everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us.

C Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
P The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, *F bless you with

endless grace, peace, and joy.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN The First Noel (ELW 300, vs 1-4)
1 The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter's night that was so deep.



Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!

Born is the King of Israel.

2 They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far;

and to the earth it gave great light,

and so it continued both day and night. Refrain

3 And by the light of that same star
three wise men came from country far;

to seek for a king was their intent,

and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain

4  This star drew near to the northwest,

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
and there it did both stop and stay

right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain

DisMISSAL

P

Glory to God in the highest!

C And peace to God's people on earth!

P Goin joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
C Thanks be to God.

PosTLUDE

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (arr. Keith Chapman)
Judy Peterson, organ
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