Holden Evening Pr'ayer
Advent Vespers




WELCOME TO ADVENT WEDNESDAYS AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

In Advent, we gather
not only on the weekends,
but also in the middle of the week,
to be nourished
and to nourish one another
through warm food, conversation, song, and prayer,

for the sake of our God-beloved world.
“Advent is a season that encourages us to pray from our bones. Its vivid stories and songs implore us to pursue,
desire, and cry out for what is still not yet, still to come, still our deepest need and hope: God coming among us
to redeem all creatures and to make this God-beloved world a place where all enjoy abundant life together.

‘Don’t hold back,” Advent seems to say, ‘because God is not done with this world.” (https://buildfaith.org

/prayers-and-a-blessing-for-advent/)

We have a special addition to our Wednesday evening services: the prayground. A prayground is a way of
making room for children. We've set up a space in the sanctuary near the front on the pulpit side for kids to
pray playfully and be a part of the worship service. It’s a way of giving space both for children to experience

worship in a new way and for families to worship together in a new way.

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER

“Marty Haugen wrote Holden Evening Prayer during the winter of 1985-1986 during a musical residency at
Holden Village. A simple Lutheran vespers service that follows traditional form while using contemporary and
inclusive language, this service has become beloved by many.

(https://www.holdenvillage.org/calendar/holden-evening-prayer-around-the-world/)

FIRST LUTHERAN STATEMENT OF WELCOME

Each person is a unique creation of God and, through grace, is a child of God. The people of First Lutheran
Church welcome all because God welcomes all, without regard for race or culture, sexual orientation, gender
identity or relationship status, physical or mental challenges, imprisonment, addictions, socio-economic
circumstances, or anything else that too often divides us. First Lutheran Church is a spiritual community that
celebrates the gifts of God that can empower us to engage in the struggles of life, to care for each other, and to

serve Christ where we work and live. Our unity is in Christ.
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PRELUDE

WELCOME
SERVICE OF LIGHT
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sun - der, set us free and make us whole.
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Let us sing our thanks to  God,

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Cantor: Blessed are you, Creator of the universe - from old you have led your people by night
and day. May the light of your Christ make our darkness bright, for your Word and your

presence are

the light of our pathways, and you are the light and life of all creation.
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Silence for meditation.

P God of grace and mercy, you are the refuge of all who seek you, you are the shelter of
all who wait in hope for you. Set our feet firmly on your pathway, and guide us by the
light of your truth, so that we might faithfully follow you all the days of our lives, we
ask this through Jesus, the Christ.

C Amen

Sit

REFLECTION

Silence for meditation.

P The Light shines in the darkness

C and the darkness has not overcome it.

THE ANNUNCIATION Luke 1:26-28, 30-32, 38

Cantor: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was
Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you. You

shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.”
And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, I live to do your will.”
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Introduction of response and petitions - Cantor

Responses and humming - Congregation
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Cantor:

. In peace, in peace, we pray to you:
. For peace and salvation, we pray to you:
. For peace between nations, for peace between peoples:

. For us who are gathered to worship and praise you:

1

2

3

4

5. For all of your servants who live out your gospel:

6. For all those who govern, that justice might guide them:
7. For all those who labor in service to others:

8. Grant weather that nourishes all of creation:

9. Keep watch on our loved ones and keep us from danger:
10. For all the beloved who rest in your mercy:

Help us, comfort us, all of our days:
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Keep us, hold us, gra -

Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, give to your people
the peace that passes all understanding, and the will to live your Gospel of mercy and

justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
P God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Stand
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FINAL BLESSING
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Let us bless our  God. Praise and thanks to you.
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guide and path, for all of our days. A - - Men.
POSTLUDE
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ADVENT - CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES
HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER
December 3, December 10, December 17
Wednesdays
Noon (Chapel), 6:30 PM (Sanctuary)
Light soup meal served at 12:30 PM and 5:30 PM

LONGEST NIGHT
A SERVICE FOR THOSE HURTING DURING THE HOLIDAYS

Sunday, December 21, 6:30 PM (Sanctuary)

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES
Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve for Kids (No Communion), 11:00 AM
Traditional Service with Holy Communion, 3:30 PM, 5:30 PM and 7:30 PM

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Thursday, December 25, 10:00 AM (Sanctuary)

Traditional Service with Holy Communion

LESSONS AND CAROLS
Sunday, December 28, 10:45 AM

All the Liturgy Music was reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705206

Holden Evening Prayer ©1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Setting by Marty Haugen
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