FIRST GLANCE
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A look at what’s happening at

First Lutheran Church

CHRISTMAS 2025

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Welcome to First Lutheran Church! We're so glad you’re worshiping with us this Christmas. If you're visiting, please fill out a

Guest Card in the pew slot and place it in the offering plate. Our nursery is open (but not staffed) if your child or you need a

break. Sensory/fidget toys are also available for children to bring into the Sanctuary. A mother’s room is located to the left of the

women’s restroom in the Commons area. Feel free to ask a greeter if you have questions or need directions. Take a deep breath

and rejoice in the birth of Jesus Christ!

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS AT FIRST

We are so grateful for all the volunteer worship assistants,
musicians, cookie donors, behind-the-scene helpers and
those who have adorned our building with beautiful

poinsettias for our Christmas worship services. Thank you!

Join us for our Christmas Day worship service tomorrow at
10:00 AM when we continue celebrating Jesus’ birth with

carols and Holy Communion.

The church office will be closed on Christmas Day, December
26 and January 1 to allow staff to celebrate the holidays. We
will hold one worship service on Sunday, December 28, at
10:45 AM (with livestream). There will be no Sunday worship

service at 8:15 AM or Saturday worship on December 27.

STAY CONNECTED AT FIRST WITH REALM

First Lutheran Church has been using Realm Connect for the
past year, an online platform where members volunteer,
register for events and communicate with each other, staff
and within ministry groups. It also serves as our church’s
contact directory, helps track pledges and giving and serves
as our main communication method for last-minute schedule
changes. Our goal is to have every member on Realm! If you
haven’t activated your

account, contact Mandy at

mandy@ficlincoln.org for help.

MAKE MEMORIES AT THE CHRISTMAS PHOTO
BOOTH

Grab your family and stop by the Christmas Photo Booth in
the Gathering Area to capture a Christmas photo! Have fun
using some of the props! Instructions are provided on how
to take a photo and text or email it to yourself or someone
else. It’s simple and a great way to remember Christmas Eve
2025 at First Lutheran! Be sure to stop and grab a cookie or
two and a cup of hot cocoa in the Commons area. Just walk

straight out the back doors of the Sanctuary.

STEPHEN MINISTERS OFFER CARE

First Lutheran Church is a congregation offering care in
times of need. Perhaps you are going through trying
circumstances and wish that you could confidentially talk to
someone one-on-one. Whether you are a member of First or
not, consider asking for a volunteer Stephen Minister. A
Stephen Minister will share your burden by listening and
providing emotional support. To request a Stephen Minister,

send an email to stephen.ministry@flclincoln.org.

MEMBERSHIP PHOTO DIRECTORY COMING!

Get ready! First Lutheran is creating a new membership
photo directory in 2026. Keep an eye out for more

information on how to be included. Don’t miss out!

www.flclincoln.org / 402-488-0919

Follow us on Facebook @First Lutheran Church - Lincoln, NE and Instagram @FLCLINCOLN



END-OF-YEAR GIVING AND 2026 PLEDGING

The deadline for 2025 contributions is Tuesday, December 31, at noon.

It’s not too late to make your 2026 pledge! We are currently at 96% of
our $850,000 goal. To complete your pledge online, please visit

https://flclincoln.org/stewardship.

If you have already pledged (thank you!) and plan to give using
offering envelopes, please pick them up from the table in the

Gathering Area.

SUPPORT, PRAYER AND PASTORAL VISITS WHEN YOU
NEED THEM

When you or a loved one need care, our church family is here to offer
support, prayer and comfort. If you are hospitalized and would like a
pastoral visit, please call the church office at 402-488-0919, as local
hospitals do not notify us. For those unable to attend worship, pastors
and trained volunteers can bring Communion to your home. To

arrange this, contact the office or email pastorerin@flclincoln.org or

pastorandrew@flclincoln.org. For emergencies outside regular

business hours, please call the church office and leave a message for

one of the pastors.
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Pastor Erin Heidelberger, Lead Pastor (pastorerin@flclincoln.org)
Pastor Andrew Kitzing, Associate Pastor (pastorandrew@ficlincoln.org)
Masako and Boyd Bacon, Directors of Music & Worship
(musicficlincoln@gmail.com)

Lillie Rademacher, Youth Ministry Coordinator (ymc@ficlincoln.org)
Laura Graulty, FaithTrek Coordinator (laura@flclincoln.org)

Kathleen Simley, Director of Communications (kathleen@flclincoln.org)
Mandy West, Parish Coordinator (mandy@flclincoln.org)

Janis Strautkalns, Facilities Maintenance Manager (janis@flclincoln.org)
Tyler Fleischacker, Church Accountant (tyler@flclincoln.org)

Bryan Hanson, Church Accountant (bryan@flclincoln.org)

LOOKING AHEAD AT FIRST

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 - Office Closed
10:00 AM - Christmas Day Worship

Noon - Christmas Day Dinner

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2

11:30 AM - First Friday Jazz (Free jazz
performances every first Friday of the month
October-May!)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 & 18

9:30 AM - Annual Meeting Preview Sessions

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25

Noon - Spaghetti Luncheon, Annual Meeting &
Ministry Fair! (We will also begin taking photos
for our new photo directory!)

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
5:00 PM - Mardi Gras/Fat Tuesday Pancake
Supper

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 - Lent Begins
Noon and 6:30 PM - Ash Wednesday Worship

View our full schedule of ministry activities by

visiting https://flclincoln.org/events.

CONNECT WITH FIRST LUTHERAN

Check out the Pew Card in the hymnal rack to see
all the ways you can connect with us! Have a
question or want to know more? Email us at

https://ficlincoln.org/contact-us or call us at

402-488-0919. We would love to hear from you!

SHOPPING THAT GIVES BACK

Support the Lincoln Food Bank, Matt Talbot
Kitchen, Mosaic and other 2025 Gifts of Hope
partners with RaiseRight gift cards. Buy cards for
places like HyVee, Menards, Target, Amazon, Russ’s
Market and Casey’s. Shop as usual, and a portion of
each purchase goes to First Lutheran, with 100%
supporting Gifts of Hope partners. Get RaiseRight
gift cards on Sunday mornings in the Gathering

Area or during the week at the church office.



