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If you’ve worshiped with us before, welcome back! If this is your first time, we’re so glad you’re here! We hope you feel surrounded by

God’s love, grace and mercy as you worship today— our ushers, greeters, staff or anyone nearby in the pews are happy to help with any

questions, during or after worship.

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS AT FIRST

Everyone is welcome! Invite your family, friends and neighbors

and join us at First Lutheran to share in the joy of the birth of

Jesus Christ!

Christmas Eve – Wednesday, December 24

11:00 AM – Community Family & Children’s Service: Kids

join the Pop-Up Nativity in this fun 30-minute service.

3:30, 5:30 & 7:30 PM – Candlelight Services: Carols,

Communion, candlelight and music from brass, strings, bells

and choirs. (Livestream available at 3:30 PM)

Cookies, hot cocoa and a Christmas photo booth at every

service! 

Christmas Day – Thursday, December 25

10:00 AM - A relaxed service with singing of Christmas

carols.

Come celebrate Christmas with us!

MEET THE ARTIST BEHIND THE NEWLY-

DEDICATED CHAPEL WINDOWS

Last evening during Saturday worship, we celebrated the

Dedication of the Chapel Windows in the Chapel. The five

chapel windows are a generous gift from long-time member

Shirley Huls and her family. Congregational members are invited

to continue the celebration today at 9:30 AM in the Chapel with

an Adult Forum session featuring artist and designer Harry

Tompkin. Harry will share the inspiration, symbolism and

stories behind each window, offering a deeper understanding of

how light, color and faith come together in these works of art.

Join us in the Chapel!

Still need to finish your holiday shopping? Grab RaiseRight gift

cards for last-minute needs or for those hard-to-shop-for people

on your list! Choose from grocery stores, restaurants, gas

stations, home improvement retailers, and even Amazon.

Here’s how it works: When you use a RaiseRight gift card

instead of cash or a credit card, a percentage of your spending

comes back to First Lutheran. In just one month since launching

RaiseRight at First, we've already earned over $700 from

everyday purchases - with 100% of it going back to our 2025

Gifts of Hope partners.

Stop by the table in the Gathering Area this morning to pick up

your gift cards. Let’s keep turning everyday spending into

meaningful support.

RAISE RIGHT:  SHOPPING THAT GIVES BACK

The holidays can be a difficult time and life can feel heavy. If

you're feeling this way, we invite you to join us for "Longest

Night: A Service for Those Hurting During the Holidays" tonight

at 6:30 PM. This gentle, reflective service is a space to find hope

and remember God's light in the darkness. All are welcome, so

please invite friends who may need encouragement this season.

Also today, from noon to midnight, faith communities with

Justice in Action will gather for a 12-hour outdoor Longest

Night Prayer Vigil at the City/County Building (575 S. 10th St.).

With prayer offered each hour, all are welcome to stop by at any

time to share in prayer, song, fellowship and warm hospitality

as we hold light and hope together.

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE AND PRAYER VIGIL

TODAY



THE WEEK AHEAD AT FIRST

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
8:15 AM - Worship with Livestream
9:30 AM - Learning Hour for 3 year olds-5th gr.
9:30 AM - Adult Forum
9:30 AM - Faithful Conversations
10:45 AM - Worship 
Noon - Nuer Worship
Noon - Justice in Action Longest Night Prayer
Vigil at City/County Building (until midnight)
6:30 PM - Longest Night Worship

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22 
1:30 PM - Coffee Talk
5:30 PM - Brass Rehearsal
7:00 PM - Strings Rehearsal

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24
11:00 AM - Christmas Eve for Kids & Families
3:30 PM - Christmas Eve Worship
5:30 PM - Christmas Eve Worship
7:30 PM - Christmas EveWorship

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25 - MERRY
CHRISTMAS!
Office Closed for the Holiday
10:00 AM - Christmas Day Worship
Noon - Christmas Day Dinner

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26
Office Closed for the Holiday

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER  28
9:30 AM - Fellowship Hour
9:30 AM - Faithful Conversations
10:45 AM - Worship with Livestream
Noon - Nuer Worship

View our full schedule of ministry activities by
visiting https://flclincoln.org/events.

IN  OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

M. Joyce Hansen, Sylvia Kempf, Donna Nelson, Pastor Bill Peterson, Cindy

Schuster, Betty Miller, Mary Brass, Jeanette Metteer, Dennis Schuster, Vern

Westberg, Rod Price, Margrett Wehland, Michael Dalton, Pastor Marsha

Anderson, Ann Masters, Joel Nelson, Marge Wessels, Liana Sandin and

Christian Paulsen. We also extend our sympathy to Jim Overcash on the death

of his mother.

THE HOLIDAYS BRING A CHANGE IN SCHEDULES

DEADLINES TO TAKE NOTE OF. . .

Today is the last day to sign up for Christmas Dinner at noon on December 25.

Sign up at https://bit.ly/flc_christmas_lunch. Hosted by the Fellowship

Committee, bring your family and friends and a side dish or two!

If you plan to make a 2025 contribution before the end of the year, please make

sure it is submitted by December 31 at noon.

The holidays aren’t always merry and bright. Loss, life changes or difficult

seasons can make this time of year especially hard. You don’t have to hide your

hurt or face it alone. 

First Lutheran’s Stephen Ministry offers confidential, one-on-one support from

trained volunteers who will listen, walk alongside you and pray with you. To

connect with a Stephen Minister, email stephen.ministry@flclincoln.org.

YOU DON’T HAVE TO FACE THE HOLIDAYS ALONE

The church office will be closed on December 25 and 26 for the Christmas

holiday and on January 1 in observance of New Year's Day.

There will be no worship service on Saturday, December 27. On Sunday,

December 28, we will have a single worship service at 10:45 AM, which will be

livestreamed.

Our communications ministry will be taking a brief break for the holidays. The

First Things First e-newsletter will not be sent the week of December 29.

To see which ministries are taking a break over the holiday season, please check

the online calendar at https://flclincoln.org/events.


