
 

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
JANUARY 11, 2026 

 

PRELUDE     ​ ​ ​                              Christ, Our Lord, Came to Jordan (Dietrich Buxtehude)  
 
WELCOME ​       ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

GATHERING 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Please stand and face the baptismal font.  
P​ In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C​ Amen. 

P​ Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the waters at 
creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all 
living things. 

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety.  Through the sea you led 
your people Israel from slavery to freedom.  In the wilderness you nourished them with water 
from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land. 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and 
freedom.  The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ 



has brought us over to the land of promise.  He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with 
Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and female, 
but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 C​ Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN                                                             Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized (ELW 304) 

1  ​ Christ, when for us you were baptized, 
God's Spirit on you came, 
as peaceful as a dove, and yet 
as urgent as a flame, 
as urgent as a flame. 

  
2  ​ God called you, "My beloved Son"; 

you are God's servant true, 
sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n, 
God's holy will to do, 
God's holy will to do. 

  
3  ​ Straightway and steadfast until death 

you then obeyed the call 
to serve with free and willing heart, 
to give your life for all, 
to give your life for all. 

  
4  ​ Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord; 

your cross on us be signed, 
that likewise in God's service we 
may perfect freedom find, 
may perfect freedom find. 
 

GREETING 



P​ The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
  Spirit be with you all. 

C     And also with you. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

Refrain 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
Almighty God and Father, 
We worship you,  
We give you thanks, 
We praise you for your glory.  Refrain 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us; 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
Receive our prayer. Refrain 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
You alone are the Lord,  
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY           
P  ​ Let us pray.   
C​ O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 

anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to 
their calling to be your children, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 



FIRST READING                                                                                                                            Isaiah 42:1-9 
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry out or lift up his voice or make 
it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not 
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 
established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 5Thus says God, the Lord, 
who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the Lord; I have 
called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a 
covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the Lord; that is my 
name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, 
and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.  
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

PSALM ​​ ​                                                                                                                        Psalm 29 
R​ 1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
C​ 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; worship the Lord in the beauty of 

holiness. 
R​ 3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the 

mighty waters. 
C​ 4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
R​ 5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
C​ 6the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
R​ 7The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
C​ 8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of 

Kadesh. 
R​ 9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the 

temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
C​ 10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
R​ 11O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  
 
 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                                  Acts 10:34-43 



34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to 
him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

KIDS’ MESSAGE​​ ​ ​ ​                             Laura Graulty, FaithTrek Coordinator 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​ 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
P      The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd  chapter. 
C      Glory to you, O Lord.  

GOSPEL    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​       ​                         Matthew 3:13-17 
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented 
him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let 
it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And 
when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 
opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice 
from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
P      The Gospel of the Lord. 
C      Praise to you, O Christ.​ ​  

SERMON    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​                     ​                        Pastor Andrew Kitzing 



HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                     Arise, Your Light has Come (ELW 314)                                  
1  ​ Arise, your light has come! 
    ​ The Spirit's call obey; 
    ​ show forth the glory of your God 
    ​ which shines on you today. 
  
2  ​ Arise, your light has come! 
    ​ Fling wide the prison door; 
    ​ proclaim the captive's liberty, 
    ​ good tidings to the poor. 
  
3  ​ Arise, your light has come! 
    ​ All you in sorrow born, 
    ​ bind up the brokenhearted ones 
    ​ and comfort those who mourn. 
  
4  ​ Arise, your light has come! 
    ​ The mountains burst in song! 
    ​ Rise up like eagles on the wing, 
    ​ God's pow'r will make us strong. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED        ​           ​                                                                                                 
P      Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

            ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
            ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
            ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
            ​ he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, 
            ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
            ​ and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
            ​ the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
      ​ the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 
                   

PRAYERS                                                                                                                            Away in a Manger 



 P​ As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

 After each petition, respond with, “receive our prayer.”   

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their 
needs)   

Recent concerns: Christian Paulsen, De Hansen, Beth Strasheim, and Roxy Just. Those with ongoing 
concerns: Marge Wessels, Pastor Bill Peterson, Mary Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton, Ann 
Masters, and Joel Nelson. Those who are part of our homebound community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce 
Hansen, Donna Nelson, Cindy Schuster, Betty Miller, Jeanette Metteer, Dennis Schuster, Rod Price 
and Margrett Wehland.       

P ​ Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we 
pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.       

C      Amen.                                                                                        

PEACE OF CHRIST IS SHARED 
P ​ The peace of Christ be with you always.               
C   ​ And also with you. 

NOISY OFFERING                                                                                                                   The Malone Center 
 
MUSIC OFFERING                                                                                               A Baptism Carol (Mark Wilson) 

Adult Choir 

 
P      To God be the glory.               
C   ​ Amen. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 
You shine with God’s own truth and light, 
Aglow with grace and mercy! 
 
Of Jacob’s line, King David’s son, 
Our Lord and Savior, you have won 
Our hearts to serve you only! 



 
Lowly, holy! Great and glorious, 
All victorious, rich in blessing! 
Rule and might o’er all possessing! 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER     ​​ ​     ​ ​  
P​ Let us pray.   
C​ Merciful God, in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have 

gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P ​ The Lord be with you. 

C​ And also with you. 

P    ​ Lift up your hearts. 

C    ​ We lift them to the Lord. 

P    ​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C    ​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P ​ It is indeed… (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name, 
In the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna, in the highest.  

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P      Blessed are you, O Holy God…..both now and forever. 
C      Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



LORD’S PRAYER 
P      We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:  
C      Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P ​ We are here because Jesus has called us…These are the gifts of God for the people of God.  
C  ​ Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                           

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us, 
Lamb of God, you take away our sin.  
have mercy on us,  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace.  

  
COMMUNION MUSIC                                               Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters (arr. Phil Kadidlo) 

                    Gordon Youngquist, vocal 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS                                                                          Remember and Rejoice (ELW 454) 
1  ​ Remember and rejoice, 

renewed by floods of grace. 
We bear the sign of Jesus Christ, 
that time cannot erase. 

  
2  ​ In life, in death, we trust 

in God's most holy name, 
forever traced by water sign, 
and sealed by Spirit flame. 

  



3  ​ We pledge ourselves anew 
to flee the lures of hell, 
to cling to Christ's community, 
in justice, peace to dwell. 

  
4  ​ God, bless us by your grace; 

remind us of your care. 
Renewing Spirit, fill us now, 
inspire our work, our prayer. 

  
5  ​ Remember and rejoice, 

renewed by floods of grace. 
We bear the sign of Jesus Christ, 
that time cannot erase. 

 
          O Blessed Spring (ELW 447) 

 1  ​ O blessed spring, where word and sign 
    ​ embrace us into Christ the Vine: 
    ​ here Christ enjoins each one to be 
    ​ a branch of this life-giving Tree. 
  
2  ​ Through summer heat of youthful years, 
    ​ uncertain faith, rebellious tears, 
    ​ sustained by Christ's infusing rain, 
    ​ the boughs will shout for joy again. 
  
3  ​ When autumn cools and youth is cold, 
    ​ when limbs their heavy harvest hold, 
    ​ then through us, warm, the Christ will move 
    ​ with gifts of beauty, wisdom, love. 
  
4  ​ As winter comes, as winters must, 
    ​ we breathe our last, return to dust; 
    ​ still held in Christ, our souls take wing 
    ​ and trust the promise of the spring. 
  



5  ​ Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree, 
    ​ be praised for this blest mystery: 
    ​ that word and water thus revive 
    ​ and join us to your Tree of Life. 
 
P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C    Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P​ Let us pray.  
C​ Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of 

his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with 
delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we 
have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

BLESSING 
P​ May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise ☩ 

bless you now and forever.  
C  ​ Amen. 

SENDING HYMN                                                                             Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God (ELW 458) 

1  ​ Praise and thanksgiving be to God our maker, 
    ​ source of all blessing, prodigal creator. 

Baptized and made your own, now we come before you,   
and we adore you. 

  
2  ​ Not our own holiness, nor that we have striven 
    ​ brings us the peace which you, O Christ, have given. 
    ​ Baptized and set apart, strengthen us, O Savior, 
    ​ with grace and favor. 
  
3  ​ Come, Holy Spirit, come in visitation; 
    ​ you are the truth, our hope, and our salvation. 
    ​ Baptize with joy and pow'r; give, O Dove descending, 



    ​ life never ending. 
  
4  ​ Praise to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
    ​ one Lord, one faith, one source of ev'ry merit. 
    ​ Here now renew your church through this symbol given; 

grant peace from heaven. 
 

DISMISSAL 
P     Go in peace. Live in hope and the light of Christ.  
C​ Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE                                                                          Toccata on “Jesus Has Come” (John Behnke) 
 
 

Lead Pastor:  Erin Heidelberger  
Associate Pastor: Andrew Kitzing 

 ​ ​ ​     ​ ​                                 Live Streaming: Brian Niebuhr 
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