
 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
JANUARY 18, 2026 

 

PRELUDE     ​ ​ ​                       O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!  (Sigfrid Karg-Elert) 
 
WELCOME ​       ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P  ​ Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 

C  ​ Amen. 
P ​ Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  ​ Amen.    
P ​ Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P ​ Gracious God,  
C  ​ have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 



Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

P ​ God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith. 

C​ Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN                                                                                       Lord God, We Praise You (ELW 558) 

1  ​ Lord God, we praise you, now the night is over, 
    ​ active and watchful, standing here before you; 
    ​ singing, we offer prayer and meditation; 
    ​ thus we adore you. 
  
2  ​ Monarch of all things, fit us for your mansions; 
    ​ banish our weakness, health and wholeness sending; 
    ​ bring us to heaven, where your saints united 
    ​ joy without ending. 
  
3  ​ All-holy Father, Son, and equal Spirit, 
    ​ Trinity blessed, send us your salvation; 
    ​ yours is the glory, gleaming and resounding 
    ​ through all creation. 
 
GREETING 
P​ The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

  Spirit be with you all. 
C     And also with you. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

Refrain 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 



Almighty God and Father, 
We worship you,  
We give you thanks, 
We praise you for your glory.  Refrain 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us; 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
Receive our prayer. Refrain 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
You alone are the Lord,  
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY           
P  ​ Let us pray.   
C​ Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through 

your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find 
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST READING                                                                                                                            Isaiah 49:1-7 
1Listen to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord called me before I 
was born; while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.  2He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. 
3And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4But I said, “I have 
labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the 
Lord and my reward with my God.” 5And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his 
servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in 
the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength – 6he says, “It is too light a thing that you 
should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give 
you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”  7Thus says the 
Lord, the redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the 



slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of 
the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”  
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

PSALM ​​ ​                                                                                                                 Psalm 40:1-11 

 
 1 I waited patiently up- | on the Lord, 
  who stooped to me and | heard my cry. 
 2 The Lord lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the | miry clay, 
  and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my | footing sure. 
 3 The Lord put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise | to our God; 
  many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust | in the Lord. 
 4 Happy are they who trust | in the Lord! 
  They do not turn to enemies or to those who | follow lies. R 
 5 Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God! In your plans for us, none can be com- | 
pared with you! 
  Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! But they are more than | I can count. 
 6 Sacrifice and offering you do | not desire; 
  you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you have | not required. R 
 7 And so I said, “Here I | am; I come. 
  In the scroll of the book it is writ- | ten of me: 
 8 ‘I love to do your will, | O my God; 
  your law is | deep within me.’ ” 
 9 I proclaimed righteousness in the | great assembly; 
  I have not restrained my lips, O | Lord, you know. 
 10 I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness 
and | your deliverance; 
  I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from the | great assembly. 
 11 You are the Lord; do not withhold your compas- | sion from me; 



  may your steadfast love and your truth continually | keep me safe. R 
 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                        1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 2 To the 
church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 
together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their 
Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind 
6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you 7 so that you are not lacking in 
any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the 
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom 
you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

KIDS’ MESSAGE​​ ​ ​ ​                             

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​ 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
P      The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st  chapter. 
C      Glory to you, O Lord.  

GOSPEL    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​       ​                                John 1:29-42 
29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with 
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the 
one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen and have testified 



that this is the Chosen One.” 35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 
36 and as he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, 
he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he 
was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One 
of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first 
found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 
Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. 
You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
P      The Gospel of the Lord. 
C      Praise to you, O Christ.​ ​  

SERMON    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​                     ​                        Pastor Erin Heidelberger 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                               Making Their Way (ACS  979)                                  
1  ​ Making their way down through the ages, 
    ​ sinners and saints have heard God's call: 
    ​ wealthy and poor, powerful, lowly, 
    ​ Jesus' disciples, one and all. 
    ​ Gathered for worship, offering thanks, 
    ​ the greatest with the least 
    ​ have come to share this feast. 
  
2  ​ Making their way all the world over, 
    ​ Christians assemble on this day, 
    ​ hearing the Word, sharing the Banquet, 
    ​ learning to walk in Jesus' way. 
    ​ Members of Christ, united in love, 
    ​ they seek our God to know, 
    ​ and so together grow. 
  
3  ​ Making our way season by season, 
    ​ pilgrims, we journey till life's end, 
    ​ traveling light, sharing the riches, 
    ​ caring for stranger as for friend, 



    ​ till in the joy of longing fulfilled, 
    ​ together we will come 
    ​ to our eternal home. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED        ​           ​                                                                                                 
P      Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

            ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
            ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
            ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
            ​ he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, 
            ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
            ​ and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
            ​ the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
      ​ the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 
                   

PRAYERS                                                                                                                             
 P​ As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 

community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

 After each petition, respond with, “receive our prayer.”   

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their 
needs)   

Recent concerns: Christian Paulsen, De Hansen, Beth Strasheim, and Roxy Just. Those with ongoing 
concerns: Marge Wessels, Pastor Bill Peterson, Mary Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton, and 
Ann Masters. Those who are part of our homebound community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce Hansen, 
Donna Nelson, Cindy Schuster, Betty Miller, Jeanette Metteer, Dennis Schuster, Rod Price and 
Margrett Wehland. Condolences for: family of Donna Nelson on her passing.  

P ​ Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we 
pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.       

C      Amen.                                                                                        

PEACE OF CHRIST IS SHARED 
P ​ The peace of Christ be with you always.               



C   ​ And also with you. 

 
MUSIC OFFERING                                                                                                           Agnes Dei (John Leavitt) 

Adult Choir 

 
P      To God be the glory.               
C   ​ Amen. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 
You shine with God’s own truth and light, 
Aglow with grace and mercy! 
 
Of Jacob’s line, King David’s son, 
Our Lord and Savior, you have won 
Our hearts to serve you only! 
 
Lowly, holy! Great and glorious, 
All victorious, rich in blessing! 
Rule and might o’er all possessing! 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER     ​​ ​     ​ ​  
P​ Let us pray.  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 

your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life., Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C​  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P ​ The Lord be with you. 

C​ And also with you. 

P    ​ Lift up your hearts. 

C    ​ We lift them to the Lord. 

P    ​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



C    ​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P ​ It is indeed… (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name, 
In the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna, in the highest.  

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P      Blessed are you, O Holy God…..both now and forever. 
C      Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P      We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:  
C      Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P ​ We are here because Jesus has called us…These are the gifts of God for the people of God.  
C  ​ Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                           

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us, 
Lamb of God, you take away our sin.  
have mercy on us,  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  



grant us peace.  
  

COMMUNION MUSIC                                                           The Only Son from Heaven (arr. Donald Busarow) 
                    Martha Tanner, vocal 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS                                                                                          Lamb of God (ELW 336) 
1  ​ Your only son, no sin to hide, 
​ But you have sent him from your side 
​ To walk upon this guilty sod 
​ And to become the Lamb of God 
 
Refrain 
​ O Lamb of God, 

Sweet lamb of God, 
I love the holy Lamb of God. 
Oh, wash me in your precious blood, 
My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

  
2  ​ Your gift of love we crucified. 
​ We laughed and scorned him as he died.  

The humble king we named a fraud 
And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 

  
3  ​ I was so lost, I should have died, 
​ But you have brought me to your side 
​ To be led by your staff and rod 
​ And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain 
 

                                     My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759) 
1  ​ My faith looks up to thee, 
    ​ thou Lamb of Calvary, 
    ​ Savior divine! 
    ​ Now hear me while I pray, 
    ​ take all my guilt away, 
    ​ oh, let me from this day 
    ​ be wholly thine! 



  
2  ​ May thy rich grace impart 
    ​ strength to my fainting heart, 
    ​ my zeal inspire; 
    ​ as thou hast died for me, 
    ​ oh, may my love to thee 
    ​ pure, warm, and changeless be, 
    ​ a living fire! 
  
3  ​ While life's dark maze I tread 
    ​ and griefs around me spread, 
    ​ be thou my guide; 
    ​ bid darkness turn to day, 
    ​ wipe sorrow's tears away, 
    ​ nor let me ever stray 
    ​ from thee aside. 
  
4  ​ When ends life's transient dream, 
    ​ when death's cold, sullen stream 
    ​ shall o'er me roll; 
    ​ blest Savior, then, in love 
    ​ fear and distrust remove; 
    ​ oh, bear me safe above, 
    ​ a ransomed soul! 
 
P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C    Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P​ Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at 

your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your 
people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.   

C​ Amen. 
 

 



SENDING 

BLESSING 
P ​ The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
C  ​ Amen. 
P ​ The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C  ​ Amen. 
P ​ The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C  ​ Amen. 

SENDING HYMN                                                                                 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (ELW 310) 

1​ Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
​ Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 
​ manifested by the star 
​ to the sages from afar, 
​ branch of royal David's stem 
​ in thy birth at Bethlehem: 
​ anthems be to thee addressed, 
​ God in flesh made manifest. 
 
2​ Manifest at Jordan's stream, 
​ prophet, priest, and king supreme; 
​ and at Cana wedding guest 
​ in thy Godhead manifest; 
​ manifest in pow'r divine, 
​ changing water into wine; 
​ anthems be to thee addressed, 
​ God in flesh made manifest. 
 
3​ Manifest in making whole 
​ weakened body, fainting soul; 
​ manifest in valiant fight, 
​ quelling all the devil's might; 
​ manifest in gracious will, 



​ ever bringing good from ill: 
​ anthems be to thee addressed, 
​ God in flesh made manifest. 
 
4​ Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 
​ present in thy holy word; 
​ grace to imitate thee now 
​ and be pure, as pure art thou; 
​ that we might become like thee 
​ at thy great epiphany, 
​ and may praise thee, ever blest, 
​ God in flesh made manifest. 
 

DISMISSAL 
P     Go in peace. Live in hope and the light of Christ.  
C​ Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE                                                                      Christ, Lamb of God (Johann Sebastian Bach) 
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