THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
JANUARY 25, 2026

PRELUDE L. Theme & IV The Cross from Partita on “Thy Strong Word” (John Behnke)

WELCOME

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us

our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.



Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of " Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may

live in your hearts through faith.

C Amen.
GATHERING HYMN Thy Strong Word (ELW 511, stanzas 1-4)
1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;

at thy speaking it was done.

For created light we thank thee,
while thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia without end!

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,
dark as night and deep as death,
broke the light of thy salvation,
breathed thine own life-breathing breath.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia without end!

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;
bright with thine own holiness,
glorious now, we press toward glory,
and our lives our hopes confess.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia without end!



4 From the cross thy wisdom shining
breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
from the cross forever beameth
all thy bright redeeming light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia without end!

GREETING

P The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

HyMN oF PRAISE

Refrain
Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

Almighty God and Father,

‘We worship you,

We give you thanks,

'We praise you for your glory. Refrain

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

You take away the sin of the world;

Have mercy on us;

You are seated at the right hand of the Father:

Receive our prayer. Refrain

For you alone are the Holy One,

You alone are the Lord,



You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

C Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Lead us into
your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FirsT READING Isaiah 9:1-4
'"There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the Lord] brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious
the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in
the darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has
shined. *You have multiplied exultation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. *For the yoke of their burden and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

R Word of God. Word of Life.

C Thanks be to God.

PsaLm Psalm 27:1,4-9

Refrain:  Sing Refrain following cantor. Chant responsively and go back to refrain (R)
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The Lord is my light, my light and sal-va-tion; in God I trust, in God I trust
erses: Chant Responsibly with canj:_r_J
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"The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then ' shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I' be afraid?
*One thing I ask of the Lord; one ' thing I seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the
beauty of the Lord and to seek God 'in the temple.
* For in the day of trouble God will ' give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up-' on a rock.

¢ Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies' who surround me.



Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and
make music'to the Lord. R
" Hear my voice, O Lord, ' when I call;
have mercy on me and ' answer me.
$ My heart speaks your message— ' “Seek my face.”
Your face, O Lord,' I will seek.

[
Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser-

vant in anger.

Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of ' my salvation. R

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
""Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be
in agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that you be knit together in the same
mind and the same purpose. " For it has been made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are
quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. > What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to
Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” ” Has Christ been
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I
baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, °so that no one can say that you were baptized in
my name. °I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I
baptized anyone else. " For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not
with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. ' For the
message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it
is the power of God.

R Word of God. Word of Life.

C Thanks be to God.

Kips’ MESSAGE

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4™ chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.



GospPEL Matthew 4:12-25

“Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. " He left Nazareth and
made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, *so that what
had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: " “Land of Zebulun, land of
Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— ' the people who sat in
darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has
dawned.” " From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.” ' As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. ” And he said to them,
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” *’ Immediately they left their nets and followed
him. *' As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother
John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. > Immediately
they left the boat and their father and followed him. * Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and
every sickness among the people.**So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him
all the sick, those who were afflicted with various diseases and pains, people possessed by demons or
having epilepsy or afflicted with paralysis, and he cured them. *And great crowds followed him
from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Andrew Kitzing
HymN oF THE DAY Faith Begins by Letting Go (ACS 1004 on tune DIX)
1 Faith begins by letting go,

giving up what had seemed sure,
taking risks and pressing on,
though the way feels less secure:
pilgrimage both right and odd,

trusting all our life to God.

2 Faith endures by holding on,
keeping mem'ry's roots alive

so that hope may bear its fruit;



promise-fed, our souls will thrive,
not through merit we possess

but by God's great faithfulness.

3 Faith matures by reaching out,
stretching minds, enlarging hearts,
sharing struggles, living prayer,
binding up the broken parts;
till we find the commonplace

ripe with witness to God's grace.

APOSTLES’ CREED
P  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
P As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human

community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

After each petition, respond with, “receive our prayer.”

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their

needs)

Recent concerns: Christian Paulsen, and Beth Strasheim. Those with ongoing concerns: Marge Wessels,
Pastor Bill Peterson, Mary Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton, and Ann Masters. Those who are
part of our homebound community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce Hansen, Cindy Schuster, Betty Miller,
Jeanette Metteer, Dennis Schuster, Rod Price, De Hansen, and Margrett Wehland.



P Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we

pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

C Amen.

PEACE OF CHRIST Is SHARED
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Music OFFERING

P  To God be the glory.
C Amen.

OFFERTORY HYMN

O Morning Star, how fair and bright!
You shine with God’s own truth and light,

Aglow with grace and mercy!

Of Jacob’s line, King David’s son,
Our Lord and Savior, you have won

Our hearts to serve you only!

Lowly, holy! Great and glorious,
All victorious, rich in blessing!

Rule and might o’er all possessing!

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P Let us pray.

Salvation Has Come to Us (Robert J. Powell)
Adult Choir

C Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish

your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all

may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life., Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING



The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed... (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name

and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name,

In the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, in the highest.

EucHARisTIC PRAYER
P Blessed are you, O Holy God.....both now and forever.

C Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LorD’s PRAYER

P We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

P We are here because Jesus has called us...These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
C Thanks be to God.



LAmB oF Gop
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us,
Lamb of God, you take away our sin.
have mercy on us,
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

grant us peace.

CommunION Music Christ, Everlasting Source of Light (David von Kampen)
Bryce Anderson, vocal

CoMmMuNION HYMNS Will You Come and Follow Me (ELW 798)
1 "Will you come and follow me

if I but call your name?

Will you go where you don't know

and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown,

will you let my name be known,

will you let my life be grown

in you and you in me?

2 "Will you leave yourself behind
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare,
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r

in you and you in me?

3 "Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris'ners free
and never be the same?
Will you Kkiss the leper clean,

and do such as this unseen,



and admit to what I mean

in you and you in me?

"Will you love the you you hide

if I but call your name?

Will you quell the fear inside

and never be the same?

Will you use the faith you've found

to reshape the world around,

through my sight and touch and sound

in you and you in me?"

Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.

Let me turn and follow you

and never be the same.

In your company I'll go

where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow

in you and you in me.

Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult
of our life's wild, restless sea,
day by day his clear voice sounding,

saying, "Christian, follow me":

As of old Saint Andrew heard it
by the Galilean lake,
turned from home and toil and kindred,

leaving all for Jesus' sake.

Jesus calls us from the worship
of the vain world's golden store,

from each idol that would keep us,

Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult (ELW 696)



saying, "Christian, love me more."

4 In our joys and in our sorrows,
days of toil and hours of ease,
still he calls, in cares and pleasures,

"Christian, love me more than these."

5 Jesus calls us! By your mercy,
Savior, may we hear your call,
give our hearts to your obedience,

serve and love you best of all.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PrAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Letus pray.

C Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your
table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your
people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

P The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P  The God of all grace F bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

SeEnDING HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (EL\X 815)

1 I want to walk as a child of the light.



I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.

The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,

and show me the way to the Father. Refrain

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,

we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain

DisMissAL

P Goin peace. Live in hope and the light of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.

PosTLUDE

Fiat Lux (Theodor Dubois)

Lead Pastor: Erin Heidelberger
Associate Pastor: Andrew Kitzing
Cantor: Bryce Anderson

Live Streaming: Kathleen Simley
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