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FIRST GLANCE

A look at what's happening at
First Lutheran Church

JANUARY 25-FEBRUARY 1, 2026

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

If you've worshiped with us before, welcome back! If this is your first time, we're so glad you're here! We hope you feel surrounded by

God’s love, grace and mercy as you worship today— our ushers, greeters, staff or anyone nearby in the pews are happy to help with

any questions, during or after worship.

FIRST LUTHERAN ANNUAL MEETING TODAY

Our Annual Meeting at First Lutheran Church is more than a
constitutional requirement—it’s one of the few guaranteed
moments each year when members come together to share

their voice and help shape our life as a congregation.

This is a time to use your voice through word and vote: to vote
on the proposed 2026 budget, elect leaders, hear about
ministry initiatives ahead, ask questions and reflect on where
God has been at work among us. Most of all, it’s a chance to
gather in community, celebrate what God is doing and

prayerfully look toward the future—together.

We hope you’ll join us today at 12:30 PM in the Activity Center
for the Annual Meeting. Come at 11:30 AM for the Spaghetti

Feed to support the high school summer trip to Pittsburgh, PA.

OFFERING WARMTH & DIGNITY: WINTER
CLOTHING DRIVE

Winter can be tough for those returning to the community
after incarceration, as many are released with only the clothes
on their backs. First Lutheran is responding with compassion.
We are collecting new or gently used winter clothing in the
Gathering Space from now through February 1 for people
released from Lancaster County Corrections. We need items
for both men and women: winter coats, hats, gloves,
sweatshirts, T-shirts, sweatpants, jeans, socks, tennis shoes,
boots and backpacks or duffle bags. Please ensure all items are
clean and pockets are empty. Your generosity offers warmth,

dignity and hope. Thank you for your support.

ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES TODAY

In this morning’s Adult Forum session in the Chapel from
9:30-10:30 AM, Pastor Erin will share plans for her 2026
sabbatical and the Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Program

Grant awarded to fund it.

Join Faithful Conversations in the Gathering Area from 9:30 to
10:30 AM. You can engage in thoughtful discussions about the

week's local, national and global news and events.

WONDERING WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A
LUTHERAN?

Whether you're new to First Lutheran, the Lutheran church or
just curious about our community and faith, we've all been
there—navigating new traditions and figuring out what it all
means. That’s why you’re invited to First Lutheran 201, a
relaxed four-week class with Pastor Erin for anyone curious

about Lutheran faith and life.

We will meet Sundays in February (1, 8, 15 & 22) at 9:30 AM in
Lower Level Room Blue 2. Using Daniel Erlander’s “Baptized,
We Live: Lutheranism as a Way of Life” as our guide, we’ll
cover topics like our history, worship, communion and how
Lutheran beliefs shape daily life. No need to sign up—just grab
a free book from the church office and read the first chapter

before the first session.

Questions? Reach out to Pastor Erin at

pastererin@flclincoln.org. There’s room for everyone!

www.flclincoln.org / 402-488-0919

Follow us on Facebook @First Lutheran Church - Lincoln, NE and Instagram @FLCLINCOLN



MATCHING FUND MORTGAGE CHALLENGE

An exciting opportunity is before us! An anonymous and generous member has
offered a matching gift of up to $100,000 to help reduce our church mortgage
and is challenging the congregation to match it. With refinancing scheduled for
April, we hope to raise the full match by March 22 to reduce our monthly

payments and long-term interest on the All Are Welcome Building Project.

Here’s one simple way to imagine the impact: if our 200 giving units each gave
$1 a day ($365), we would raise nearly $75,000, almost reaching our $100,000
challenge! Pledge cards are available with options of $365, $500, $730 ($2 a
day) or other. Gifts may be paid by March 22 or fulfilled anytime by December
31, 2026. We invite you to prayerfully consider what you can give. Every gift

will be doubled and every gift helps strengthen our future.

RAISE RIGHT: SHOPPING THAT GIVES BACK

Want to support the Lincoln Food Bank, Matt Talbot Kitchen, Mosaic and our
other 2025 Gifts of Hope partners? It's easy with RaiseRight gift cards! Simply buy
gift cards for places you already shop, like HyVee, Menards, Target, Amazon,
Russ’s Market and Casey’s. When you use them, a portion of your purchase
automatically goes to First Lutheran, with 100% of the funds raised supporting

our Gifts of Hope partners.

You can grab your RaiseRight gift cards on Sunday mornings in the Gathering

Area or swing by the church office during the week.

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

M. Joyce Hansen, Sylvia Kempf, Pastor Bill Peterson, Cindy Schuster, Betty
Miller, Mary Brass, Jeanette Metteer, Dennis Schuster, Vern Westberg, Rod
Price, Margrett Wehland, Michael Dalton, Pastor Marsha Anderson, Ann
Masters, Marge Wessels, Christian Paulsen, Beth Strasheim and Nyabuony
Ubeck and family for daughter and her immigration status. Congratulations to
Jesse, Roxi and Marcy on the birth of a daughter, Sophia, born January 10th! We
also extend our sympathy to Joel Nelson and the family of Donna Nelson on her

passing January 14.

SUPPORT, PRAYER AND PASTORAL VISITS WHEN You
NEED THEM

When you or a loved one need care, our church family is here to offer support,
prayer and comfort. If you are hospitalized and would like a pastoral visit,
please call the church office at 402-488-0919, as local hospitals do not notify us.
For those unable to attend worship, pastors and trained volunteers can bring
Communion to your home. To arrange this, contact the office or email

pastorerin@flclincoln.org or pastorandrew@flclincoln.org. For emergencies

outside regular business hours, please call the church office and leave a message

for one of the pastors.

THE WEEK AHEAD AT FIRST

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25

8:15 AM - Worship with Livestream

9:30 AM - Faithful Conversations

9:30 AM - Adult Forum

9:30 AM - Fellowship Hour

9:30 AM - Learning Hour for 3 year olds-12" gr.
10:45 AM - Worship

11:30 AM - Spaghetti Feed

Noon - Nuer Worship

12:30 PM - Annual Meeting

MONDAY, JANUARY 26
9:00 AM - First Fitness
1:30 PM - Coffee Talk

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27
7:00PM - Property Committee

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28
6:30 AM - Faith to Go!

10:30 AM - Bible Study

7:10 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29
9:00 AM - First Fitness
9:00 AM - Quilters

5:45 PM - Jazz Rehearsal
7:00 PM - Gather & Gab

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
5:00 PM - Worship

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1 - Noisy Offering &
Jazz Sunday

8:15 AM - Worship with Livestream

9:30 AM - Faithful Conversations

9:30 AM - Adult Forum

9:30 AM - First Lutheran 201

9:30 AM - Fellowship Hour

9:30 AM - Learning Hour for 3 year olds-12" gr.
10:45 AM - Worship

Noon - Nuer Worship

6:45 PM - Stephen Ministry Supervision



