
 

NOMINEES  

 

In addition to biographical information, all nominees were asked to respond to two requests: 

1. How do you see your gifts and expertise being used in the position you may be serving? 

2.  Share your thoughts on First Lutheran's mission and where you see God leading/calling us as a 

 congregation and disciples of Christ. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL  

(Vote for 5)  

 

Ann Bouma 

Occupation: Instructor  

Serving on Church Council is a stewardship opportunity that I take very 

seriously. It allows me to understand the church mission, provide financial 

oversite and support the church pastors. I will represent the church community 

and ensure that all perspectives are being considered. It is important to be able 

to assist in mapping out a strategic plan for the future of the church.  My 

understanding of the church education ministry and past participation at all 

levels will enable me to offer guidance in the strength and weaknesses of the ministry, as well as identifying 

opportunities for growth. Having a strong youth program will help the church maintain its strength into 

the future. 

First Lutheran has a strong mission to welcome all people. We need to offer ways for the congregation to 

deepen their own spiritual understandings, expand inter-congregational ties and encourage all to find joy in 

serving others. We are called to strengthen our role in the community and build strong ties with other 

organizations.  

 

Alissa Sandin 

Occupation: Retired 

I joined First Lutheran with my family when we moved to Lincoln from 

Holdrege in 1974.  I was a junior in high school and Harold Hamilton and 
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Gordie Sims were the pastors. I participated in youth activities and later acted as a sponsor for youth 

retreats while in college and law school at UNL. I practiced transactional financial law in Omaha and later 

in Newport Beach California.  

I maintained my membership at First when I was in Omaha but transferred to Faith Episcopal Church in 

Mission Viejo in California where I was the librarian, sang in the choir, served on altar guild and 

participated in their ministry to the homeless as a short order cook.  

I transferred back to First Lutheran when I returned to Lincoln to help my parents. I joined Martha Circle 

attended Esther Circle with my mother and Keeping God’s People in Stitches with my sister, Liana. I later 

experienced Visitation Pastor visits from Paster Marsha with my parents.  

When a vacancy occurred on the Council this year, I was asked to join for the remainder of the year. I 

currently sing in the choir, lead Martha Circle, participate from time to time in the Faithful Conversations, 

Adult Forum, Wild Women of First and Monday Coffee groups and serve on the Council. I believe my 

experience as a now-retired transactional finance lawyer has provided useful contract skills to the Council 

and I would like to continue serving on the Council. 

 

Rod Johnson 

Occupation: Retired 

I feel strongly about the mission of First Lutheran Church and feel I can give 

my time to it. In my work, I served as the Executive Director of trade 

associations, working with Boards of Directors. Having been on the First 

Lutheran Council for the past 3 years, I feel I have a good understanding of 

where we are as a congregation and where we are headed.   

The First Lutheran mission of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” is our 

way of reaching out to our members, our neighbors and our community. First Lutheran has a strong 

history of sharing our resources within the community and throughout the world. I feel we have a strong 

foundation of serving our neighbors as we strive to accompany them through life’s challenges.  

 

Mark Mesarch 

Occupation: Web/Database Programmer  

Everyone should serve on Church Council at some point in the time 

they are a member of the church. Worship, education and outreach 

don’t just happen by themselves. It takes people to make all this 
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happen. I have served on Council before and on an Endowment Board at another church. I understand 

what it takes to support our community. I am an organized person and like to support groups that I 

participate in and help them be organized. I also value evaluation and feedback. I don’t think we should do 

things just because that is always the way we do them. I do value the continuity that we have in our worship 

and ministry programs. But I also am willing to try new things. My music and theatre avocations can be 

beneficial in many areas of the church life.  

I have always thought that First Lutheran Church was a welcoming, outreaching partner in the Lincoln 

community. This is similar to my outlook on life and my faith. Although, I may not always show it, I think 

being part of this community continues to help me grow and investigate my relationship with God.   

 

Shanon Meyer 

Occupation: Officer Manager for husband’s construction business; Prior 

experience includes 18 years at First National Bank of Omaha 

I think I would be a good addition to First Lutheran’s Council. I feel like now is 

a good time in my life to be more active in my church and to listen to God’s 

calling for me. It seems like God has been preparing me for this opportunity and 

I want to help First Lutheran and contribute to its mission. I’m hoping I can 

bring a new perspective to the Council. I have expertise in the business world 

but also bring the gift of having smaller children into the mix with new ideas 

and an open mind. 

One of the main things that was so appealing about First Lutheran was their mission of welcoming others 

and leading by God’s example. I believe that one of the reasons people come to First Lutheran is because of 

their ability to be so welcoming while also maintaining a certain level of tradition and values. I see God 

continuing to lead the congregation towards that path.  

 

Amanda Heier 

Occupation: Unemployed 

I want to try and make the church a welcoming place for those who may not 

think they would normally be welcomed and give the possible viewpoint of 

those who are usually seen as outsiders in the church.   

I really agree with our welcoming statement in wanting to welcome all - those 

who have been lost, lonely and shut out of other places of faith. I want to help 
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them know that we will welcome them, if it’s for the day or for as long as they want to keep walking 

through our doors to join us as their family in faith.   

 

Stephen Henn 

Occupation: District Services Manager at Home Depot  

I was approached to serve on Council and feel my strategic mindset is the gift I would 

bring to the role. 

I love our mission and also served on the Vitality Initiative Team.  

 

Julianna Peters 

Occupation: Physical Therapist  

Leadership has always been important to me and I have felt called to lead in 

service at First Lutheran. I served in a leadership position during college at the 

UNL Lutheran Center as a student representative. In this role, I interacted with 

the Church Council and the broader university. This experience taught me what 

is involved in church leadership. I also feel that I have learned the importance of 

listening to others and taking in a variety of perspectives in order to make 

decisions. I was raised in the church and have known the difficult decisions 

churches often have to make. I feel prepared to be a part of the conversation and offer my own experience 

and thoughts to assist in making these decisions.   

I have continuously been proud of the work First Lutheran has been doing in our local community. I 

continue to see God calling us to serve our neighbor and provide support to the local Lincoln community 

through volunteering time, money and our talents. I believe we are called to be a voice for those who are 

forgotten or lack a voice of their own, and I hope we continue to find ways to be advocates for our 

community with the support of First Lutheran members and the broader Lincoln community. I see us 

continued to be called outside our comfort zones to serve beyond our church walls.   

 

Gordon Youngquist 

Occupation: Retired 

I hope I can be of service as a member and a participant in the worship of our 

church. Being a part of the music ministry is one of the strengths I bring. 
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In this world of social political turmoil, I believe that we need to make Christ the focus of our lives and 

plans for the future.   

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE  

(Vote for 3) 

 

Molly Goninan 

Occupation: Designer for RLC Communities 

I enjoy helping to serve people at church and hope to connect others with 

opportunities. I am always will to help.   

I am proud of the work First Lutheran has done over the years and want to 

encourage us to continue this important work.  

 

Linda Maack 

Occupation: Retired teacher, early education administrator and accounting office 

receptionist  

I have been a member of the congregation for 43 years. I am a friendly person and 

fairly knowledgeable about most of the committees of First Lutheran. I have been 

on Nominating, Education and Fellowship Committees in the past. I am a 

Stephen Minister, attend Lydia Circle, Coffee Talk, First Fitness and quilting and 

read to the children at Las Abejitas each week. I am acquainted with many people 

in my various groups and am a regular greeter on Sunday mornings.  

I think the main mission should always be to serve God, the people of Frist Lutheran, our community and 

the world. By nominating the best people for each elected role, we can accomplish that mission.  

 

Kristy Williams 

Occupation: Retired 

I won’t lie, but when first asked to be a nominee, I did have to think about it! 

Then I remembered I have been on this committee in the past and found it to be 

very rewarding. You get to know the people on the committee. I also enjoyed 

interacting with members of the church that I may have only had brief polite 

conversations with as our paths haven’t always crossed. It makes me get out of 
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my comfort zone! I don’t think of myself as a good leader, but I can follow directions! I think I am a good 

listener although all may not agree with that statement! Hopefully people feel comfortable enough around 

me to be honest. I’m not afraid to ask someone to serve.  I will accept whatever answer they choose to give 

me, even if the answer is no. 

We have been members of First Lutheran since October of 1975. The obvious calling is all of the past, 

present and future outreach, but the constant to me, all of these years, is to share your faith and lead by 

example! 

 

Sherri Cotter 

Occupation: Reentry Specialist 

Although I have been involved previously at First Lutheran with youth group 

sponsorship, meal service and the Wild Women of First, serving in the role  

would allow me an opportunity to get more involved and meet more people. I 

am thoughtful and introspective in everything that I do. I believe these qualities 

will come in handy when trying to discern and identify individuals to run for 

various offices in service of the greater church.   

One of the things that I have always enjoyed about my involvement at First Lutheran Church is its 

welcoming statement and the fact that we actually try to live that out. As a reentry specialist, I have worked 

with individuals in need and suffering from addiction, mental illness, poverty and housing insecurity, 

among other things, for most of my adult life. I can’t tell you how much I have experienced and appreciated 

First Lutheran stepping up to help serve this population and others - time and time again. If that’s not 

discipleship, I don’t know what it is! 

 

Kim Janssen 

Occupation: Retired  

I see my role in this position as helping to identify and recruit interested 

qualified members to place their names on the ballot. The strength I bring to 

this role is being able to listen to others.  

I see First Lutheran’s calling to be welcoming to all and supporting ministry in 

the community.  
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SYNOD ASSEMBLY VOTING MEMBERS  

(Vote for 5 -  At least 2 men and 2 women)  

 

Judy Batterman 

Occupation: Retired 

I have served on many Synod committees and task forces and as a delegate to 

Assembly in the past. I enjoy learning about what is happening in the Synod and 

interacting with our partners. Knowledge about the Synod is always helpful in 

any position. It helps see the big picture so you can inform others.  

We have come so far, yet have so much farther to go. God is calling us into areas 

we have yet to discover both within and without First Lutheran.   

 

Bob Batterman 

Occupation: Retired  

I feel I can contribute to various Synod meetings as it relates to the future of 

First Lutheran. I have served on the Council, Fellowship Committee and 

Property Committee, as well as an usher, greeter, communion assistant and in 

numerous other roles at First. I enjoy meeting new members and 

communicating with people. One important aspect of making prospective 

members is to approach them and listen to their stories. Making them welcome 

is a top priority.  

I welcome the opportunity to listen to what the Synod has to offer on where the church is heading, possibly 

contributing to what my experience as a lifelong Lutheran can be as an asset on the future of our church.  

 

Doris Bushard 

Occupation: Retired 

I have been to previous Synod Assemblies as a delegate and have knowledge of 

what is happening in the ELCA on a national level. 

I see First Lutheran’s calling and mission as preaching the gospel and 

welcoming all people. 
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Ann Carlson 

Occupation: Retired Trust and Estate Tax Manager  

I want to learn more about the mission of the ELCA at the Synod 

level. I care about issues faced by our church and the ELCA. I recently 

served six years on the Endowment Board and have been a long-time 

recorder for Church Council. I am detail oriented, organized and 

consider myself to be a good listener. These skills will be useful in considering the issues facing our next 

Synod Assembly.  

God is leading us to welcome all, as outlined in our Mission Statement. He is leading us to hear the needs of 

our congregation, our community and the world and to act on those needs.  

 

Dale Clay 

Occupation: Retired Engineer and Product Manager  

It would be an honor to serve our congregation and to represent them at the 

Synod Assembly. As a representative of our church, I will listen and 

communicate our faith.   

Christ calls on us to serve others in his name and to meet the needs of 

fellowship of our congregation and community. No action is too small when it 

comes from the heart.  

 

Nancy Clay 

Occupation: Retired Vocal Music Teacher 

It is an honor to serve our congregation as a representative to Synod Assembly. 

I am happy to report back to help keep us updated on Synod business. I would 

communicate what I have learned and document what I would experience for 

others. I would also reach out to others at the Assembly.  

I see God calling us to represent the ways of love that Jesus modeled and lived. 

In our congregation, city and beyond, we can be a beacon of God’s love.  
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Lee Rockwell 

Occupation: Retired 

I am especially concerned about the declining church attendance and look 

forward to active participation in a synod dialogue about this ongoing 

significant issue. Our family has been an active member of First Lutheran 

since 1967. I have served on many committees and planning groups over the 

years, including three terms on the Congregational Council. I have recently 

completed a two-year term as Congregational President. These experiences 

have provided good insight into the strengths and challenges facing First 

Lutheran.  

I am especially proud to be an active member of a congregation with a core mission of discipleship to help 

individuals to grow in their faith and actively live out the teachings of Jesus Christ. The inclusivity of our 

welcome statement is especially important to me in my own faith journey.   

 

Gordon Saksena 

Occupation: Software Engineering/Cancer Data Science 

I am interested in learning how other church bodies organize small and 

medium sized discussion groups, to see if there are ideas I can bring back to 

First Lutheran. I like the environment that small discussion groups create, 

both for learning and developing relationships. I have been a member of the 

Adult Forum steering committee for the past several years. I’ve also been an 

active member of the Saturday Morning with the Guys book group, as well as the Faithful Conversations 

group. Even as these groups have helped me grow, through my participation I try to make them a healthy 

environment where others feel welcome and are able to grow from where they are at.  

The First Lutheran community is about both growing in our relationship with God as well as sharing or 

demonstrating God’s love with those outside the church. Practicing our Welcome Statement is a way to 

encourage more people to grow and also a demonstration of God’s love itself. We are most vibrant when 

we are both learning and doing, as each one enhances the other. 
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ENDOWMENT BOARD  

(Vote for 1) 

 

Tom Hoeft 

Occupation: Client Advisor 

Serving in this role allows me to help serve my fellow man. I see my gifts 

and expertise being used to help steward the resources entrusted to the 

church with wisdom and integrity.  

I believe First Lutheran’s mission reflects a deep commitment to sharing 

Christ’s love through worship, service and community. It’s about creating 

a space where people can experience grace and grow as disciples. I see God calling us to be a congregation 

that not only gathers for worship but actively engages with the needs of our neighbors – locally and 

globally.  

 

Tracy Knezevic 

Occupation: IT Analyst and Project Manager 

This would be an opportunity to participate in the larger mission of the 

church and make a difference for people. I have extensive background in 

planning, assessing needs, evaluating/implementing solutions and reviewing 

results to identify outcomes and next steps. I am familiar with various teams at 

First Lutheran, including leading Altar Guild, writing and teaching Sunday School lessons and volunteering 

with church and community events. All of these experiences will help me collaborate with the Endowment 

Board and the congregation.  

First Lutheran is a community that focuses on both individuals and the wider church and neighborhood 

ranging from local to international. We are called to support one another, but also to keep in mind the 

larger impacts of our actions both in the present and the future.  

A10




