
   

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
JULY 26, 2026 

 
PRELUDE     ​ ​                                                              God, Your Glorious Presence (arr. M. Bacon)  

Summer Family Bells 
 
WELCOME ​        

​ GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P ​ Blessed be the holy Trinity,  ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us​
 by name. 

C ​ Amen. 
P​ Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 

Kneel or Sit 

P​ God, you call us, 
C    to step out in faith, to place our lives in your hands, and to wholeheartedly commit to 

following you. We confess that we find this difficult to do. It is not always easy to 
follow where You lead—to turn away from our own personal wants and desires, to let 
go of our safety nets and trust that You will provide for us in all things. Be with us 
when we doubt You, God. Increase our faith. Open our eyes to see past our own 
interests and concerns, to your broader vision for us and for our world. 

P​ Through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God 
proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C     Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN                                                                      Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (ELW 834)  
1  ​ Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
    ​ in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
    ​ most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
    ​ almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
  
2  ​ Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
    ​ nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
    ​ thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
    ​ thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
  
3  ​ To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 
    ​ in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
    ​ we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
    ​ and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
  
4  ​ Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 
    ​ thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
    ​ all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 
    ​ 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!    

 
GREETING 
P​ The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

  Spirit be with you all. 
C     And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 



Cantor: 
Lord, God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 
you for your glory.  R 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.   R 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father, Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY           
P  ​ Let us pray. Beloved and sovereign God, 
C  ​ through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of 

justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life 
that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                                          1 Kings 3:5-12  
5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should 
give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father 
David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit 
on his throne today. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my 
father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your 
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they 
cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern 
your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?” 
10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this 
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for 



yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give 
you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise 
after you.” 
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

PSALM ​​ ​                                                                                                       Psalm 119: 129-136 

 
129 Your de- | crees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with | all my heart. 
 130 When your word is opened | it gives light; 
  it gives understanding | to the simple. 

 131 I open my | mouth and pant 
  because I long for | your commandments. 
 132 Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me, 
  as you always do to those who | love your name. R 

 133 Order my footsteps | in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion | over me. 
 134 Rescue me from those | who oppress me, 
  and I will keep | your commandments. 
 135 Let your face shine up- | on your servant 
  and teach | me your statutes. 

 136 My eyes shed | streams of tears, 
  because people do not | keep your teaching. R  

 
SECOND READING                                                                                                                Romans 8:26-39 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 



28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those 
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. 31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 
against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not 
with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 
who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at 
the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 
Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is 
written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

KIDS’ MESSAGE                               

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​ 

Alleluia, alleluia,  alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
P      The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. 
C      Glory to you, O Lord.  

GOSPEL    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​       ​           Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 
that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown 
it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.”  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 44 “The kingdom of heaven is 
like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 



pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every 
kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out 
the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore 
every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
P      The Gospel of the Lord. 
C      Praise to you, O Christ.​ ​  

SERMON    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​                                      Guest Preacher Jeanna Troutman  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                  Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)                                

1  ​ Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
    ​ naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
    ​ thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
    ​ waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
  
2  ​ Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
    ​ I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
    ​ Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
    ​ raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
  
3  ​ Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
    ​ thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
    ​ thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
    ​ great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
  
4  ​ Light of my soul, after victory won, 
    ​ may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 
    ​ Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
    ​ still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED        ​           ​                                                                                                 
P     God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 
C      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

            ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
            ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
            ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
            ​ he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, 
            ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
            ​ and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
            ​ the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
      ​ the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
                   

PRAYERS                                                                                                                          Hope of All Creation  

All: Sing as opening and closing of the prayer.  

 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their 
needs)   

Recent concerns: Jan Christensen, Jeanette Metteer, Tom Hoeft, Terry Lander, Ruby Augustine, 
Nyakhan Duoth, Julius Swen, Jane Zatechka & Velda Schmidt.  Those with ongoing concerns: Pastor 
Bill Peterson, Mary Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton & Beth Strasheim  Those who are part of 
our homebound community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce Hansen, Betty Miller, Dennis Schuster, Rod 
Price, De Hansen, & Margrett Wehland.                                                                                  



PEACE OF CHRIST IS SHARED 
P ​ The peace of Christ be with you always.               
C   ​ And also with you. 

MUSIC OFFERING                            Vivace from Double Violin Concerto in A Minor (Johann Sebastian Bach)  
Aden Niebur & Mai Jacobo, violin 

 
Musical Offering response: 
P      To God be the glory.               
C   ​ Amen. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Summoned by the God who made us  
Rich in our diversity.  
Gathered in the name of Jesus, 
Richer still in unity; 
 
Refrain: 
Let us bring the gifts that differ,  
And, in splendid, varied ways.  
Sing a new Church into being,  
One in faith and love and praise 
 
Draw together at one table.  
All the human family; 
Shape a circle ever wider. 
And a people ever free.   Refrain: 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER     ​​ ​     ​ ​  
P​ Let us pray.  Merciful God, 
C​ we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P ​ The Lord be with you. 

C​ And also with you. 



P    ​ Lift up your hearts. 

C    ​ We lift them to the Lord. 

P    ​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C    ​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P ​ It is indeed… (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P      We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:  
C      Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P ​ This is Christ's table. It is a table of welcome and love. It is a table of fellowship with the poor 

and communion with the earth. So, come, those of you who have great faith and those of you 
who wish you had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and those of you 
who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on this meal for your life and those of you for 
whom this is a strange thing. For these are the gifts of God, for the people of God.   

C  ​ Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD                           
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us, 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us, 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us  peace, grant us peace. 

  
COMMUNION MUSIC                                 Laudate Dominum - Praise the Lord (Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart)  

Xander Niebuhr, viola 
  
COMMUNION HYMNS                                                       Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness (ELW 488) 

1  ​ Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 
    ​ leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
    ​ come into the daylight's splendor, 
    ​ there with joy your praises render. 
    ​ Bless the one whose grace unbounded 
    ​ this amazing banquet founded; 
    ​ Christ, though heav'nly, high, and holy, 
    ​ deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
  
2  ​ Hasten as a bride to meet him, 
    ​ eagerly and gladly greet him. 
    ​ There he stands already knocking; 
    ​ quickly, now, your gate unlocking, 
    ​ open wide the fast-closed portal, 
    ​ saying to the Lord immortal: 
    ​ "Come, and leave your loved one never; 
    ​ dwell within my heart forever." 
  
3  ​ Now in faith I humbly ponder 
    ​ over this surpassing wonder 
    ​ that the bread of life is boundless 
    ​ though the souls it feeds are countless; 
    ​ with the choicest wine of heaven 
    ​ Christ's own blood to us is given. 



    ​ Oh, most glorious consolation, 
    ​ pledge and seal of my salvation. 
  
4  ​ Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
    ​ truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
    ​ peace beyond all understanding, 
    ​ joy into all life expanding: 
    ​ humbly now, I bow before you, 
    ​ love incarnate, I adore you; 
    ​ worthily let me receive you, 
    ​ and, so favored, never leave you. 
 
  

For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879) 
1  ​ For the beauty of the earth, 
    ​ for the beauty of the skies, 
    ​ for the love which from our birth 
    ​ over and around us lies: 
  
Refrain 

    ​ Christ, our God, to thee we raise 

    ​ this our sacrifice of praise. 
  
2  ​ For the wonder of each hour 
    ​ of the day and of the night, 
    ​ hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 
    ​ sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain 
  
3  ​ For the joy of ear and eye, 
    ​ for the heart and mind's delight, 
    ​ for the mystic harmony 
    ​ linking sense to sound and sight:  Refrain 
  
4  ​ For the joy of human love, 
    ​ brother, sister, parent, child, 



    ​ friends on earth and friends above; 
    ​ for all gentle thoughts and mild:  Refrain 
  
5  ​ For each perfect gift of thine, 
    ​ peace on earth and joy in heav'n; 
    ​ for thyself, best gift divine, 
    ​ to our world so freely giv'n:  Refrain 
 

 
P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C    Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P​ Let us pray.  
C​ Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P ​ Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
C  ​ Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                                                                                                        Today the Gospel Sends Us Forth  

 



 

DISMISSAL 
P​ Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C​ Thanks be to God!                      
POSTLUDE                                                                    In Thee Is Gladness (arr. Johannes Mathias Michel)  
 
 

Lead Pastor:  Erin Heidelberger  
 (On Sabbatical through Sept. 26, 2026)  

Associate Pastor: Andrew Kitzing 
Guest Preacher: Jenna Troutman 

Cantor: Xander Niebuhr 
 ​ ​ ​     ​ ​                                 Livestreaming: Stephen Fisher 
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