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FIRST GLANCE

A look at what’s happening at
First Lutheran Church

AUGUST 2-9, 2026

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

If you've worshiped with us before, welcome back! If this is your first time, we’re so glad you’re here! We hope you feel surrounded

by God’s love, grace and mercy as you worship today— our ushers, greeters, staff or anyone nearby in the pews are happy to help

with any questions, during or after worship.

YOUTH SUNDAY: COME HEAR THEIR STORIES

Today is Youth Sunday and our kids and youth will be serving
throughout worship—some in roles you will see and others
working behind the scenes. It’s a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate the ways our young people are growing in faith and

sharing their gifts.

Then, following worship, join us in the Chapel at 10:40 AM as
our Carol Joy Holling campers and high school youth who
traveled to Pittsburgh this summer share stories and

experiences from their journeys.

Come. Hear their stories. Ask questions. Show your support.
Most of all, let our young people know that their faith-filled

experiences—and their place in our church family—matter.

WELCOME, DENISE!

We're excited to welcome Denise Grasmick as First Lutheran’s

new Parish Coordinator!

A lifelong Nebraskan, Denise brings a heart for helping others,
building relationships and working as part of a team. She was
drawn to First Lutheran by the opportunity to be part of a faith

community rooted in service and compassion.

Outside of work, Denise enjoys time with her two grown sons,

creating art, gardening and spending time with her dogs.

Stop by the church office during weekday hours to introduce

yourself and say “hello,” or drop her an email at

office@flclincoln.org.

Welcome to First Lutheran, Denise!

MAKE SOME NOISE FOR THE BACKPACK
PROGRAM

Today’s Noisy Offering supports First Lutheran’s BackPack
Program, helping provide weekend food for children and

families facing food insecurity.

Last school year, the Food Bank of Lincoln served more than
2,305 children and their families each week through the
BackPack Program. First Lutheran provided 30 backpacks
weekly for students at Morley and Pyrtle elementary schools,
and we anticipate a similar need this year. Each backpack costs

just over $8, so every gift makes a difference.

During the offering, drop your coins, dollars or check in the
silver pot—or hand your gift to one of our children, who will be
sure to make some noise with it! Thank you for helping make

sure local children have food for the weekend.

BACKPACK BLESSING - SUNDAY, AUGUST 9

A new school year is just around the corner and we want to send
everyone who learns, teaches, serves and supports our schools

into the year with a blessing!

On Sunday, August 9, bring your backpack, lunchbox, shoulder
bag—or whatever you carry each day—to worship for our
annual Backpack Blessing. Whether you’re a student, teacher,
custodian, school nurse, administrator, bus driver, volunteer, or
heading to elementary school, high school or college, this

blessing is for you.

You will also receive a special tag to carry with you throughout
the year—a simple reminder that wherever the school year

takes you, God is with you every day, all year long.
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WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY TO RESUME

Our Wednesday Morning Bible Study resumes Wednesday, August 5, at 10:30
AM in Blue Room 3. We will continue our study of the book of Acts. Those who
would like to prepare ahead are encouraged to read Acts 16:6-18:28. All are

welcome to join the conversation and study!

NEW BOOK FOR SATURDAY MORNING WITH THE GUYS &
GALS

Beginning Saturday, August 8, at 8:00 AM, the group will begin discussing Jesus
and John Wayne by Kristin Kobes Du Mez. The book explores how ideas about
masculinity, authority and political power became intertwined with white
evangelical Christianity in America and invites reflection on how culture shapes
faith and Christian leadership. Books are available from Barnes & Noble or

Amazon. All are welcome—guys and gals alike!

EXPLORE PIONEERS PARK NATURE CENTER

Join First Lutheran member Lisa Culbertson for a guided nature tour at
Pioneers Park Nature Center on Sunday, August 16, at 2:00 PM. Come enjoy
an afternoon outdoors, explore the beauty of the Nature Center and learn

more about the plants, wildlife and natural spaces around us.

Space is limited to 20 people, so sign up soon in the Gathering Area or by

calling the church office.

LOOKING AHEAD

¢ Summer Choir - Sunday, August 16. Rehearsal at 8:45 AM. Sing at 9:30 AM
worship.

e Tailgate at First and Battle of the Bands with Lincoln Northwest and
Standing Bear High Schools - August 21, 5-7 PM

» Seasoned Adults (65 and Better!) - August 23, 2-4 PM

e Last Sunday for 9:30 AM Worship Time - August 30

¢ Learning Hour for 3 Year Olds-High School Begins - Sunday, September 13,
9:30-10:30 AM

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

We hold in prayer all who are facing ongoing or recent health concerns, life
challenges or difficult seasons, including M. Joyce Hansen, Sylvia Kempf, Pastor
Bill Peterson, Betty Miller, Mary Brass, Jeanette Metteer, Dennis Schuster, Vern
Westberg, Rod Price, Margrett Wehland, Michael Dalton, Pastor Marsha
Anderson, Beth Strasheim, Ruby Augustine, Velda Schmidt, Nyabuony Ubeck

and family, Jane Zatechka, Julius Swen, Terry Lander and Tom Hoeft .

THE WEEK AHEAD AT FIRST

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 - NOISY OFFERING AND
YOUTH SUNDAY

8:45 AM - Photo Session for Member Directory
(Until 9:30 AM - Sign up ahead of time)

9:00 AM - Fellowship Time

9:30 AM - Worship with Livestream

10:30 AM - Photo Session for Member Directory
(Until 11:15 AM - Sign up ahead of time)

10:40 AM - Fellowship Time

10:40 AM - Youth Summer Recap

10:40 AM - Faithful Conversations

Noon - Nuer Worship

MONDAY, AUGUST 3

9:00 AM - First Fitness

1:30 PM - Coffee Talk

3:00 PM - Pittsburgh Trip Attendees to Top Golf in
Omaha

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4
5:45 PM - Bible Study
7:00 PM - Executive Committee

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5
10:30 AM - Bible Study

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6
9:00 AM - First Fitness
7:00 PM - Gather & Gab

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8

8:00 AM - Saturday Morning with the Guys & Gals
4:00 PM - Photo Session for Member Directory
(Until 5:00 PM - Sign up ahead of time)

5:00 PM - Worship in the Chapel

5:45 PM - Photo Session for Member Directory
(Until 6:15 PM - Sign up ahead of time)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 - BACKPACK BLESSING
8:45 AM - Photo Session for Member Directory
(Until 9:30 AM - Sign up ahead of time)

9:00 AM - Fellowship Time

9:30 AM - Worship with Livestream

10:30 AM - Photo Session for Member Directory
(Until 11:15 AM - Sign up ahead of time)

10:40 AM - Fellowship Time

10:40 AM - Adult Forum

10:40 AM - Faithful Conversations

Noon - Nuer Worship
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