
   

TWELVETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 16, 2026 

 
PRELUDE     ​ ​                                                                   Praise to the Lord!  (arr. Brant Adams)   
                                                                                                               ​        Scott Vicroy, saxophone 
                                                                                                    
 
WELCOME ​        

​ GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P ​ Blessed be the holy Trinity,  ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us​
 by name. 

C ​ Amen. 
P​ Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 

Kneel or Sit 

P​ God, you call us, 
C    to step out in faith, to place our lives in your hands, and to wholeheartedly commit to 

following you. We confess that we find this difficult to do. It is not always easy to 
follow where You lead—to turn away from our own personal wants and desires, to let 
go of our safety nets and trust that You will provide for us in all things. Be with us 
when we doubt You, God. Increase our faith. Open our eyes to see past our own 
interests and concerns, to your broader vision for us and for our world. 

P​ Through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God 
proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 



C     Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                                                                             When Morning Gilds the Skies (ELW 853)  
         1​ When morning gilds the skies, 

​ my heart awaking cries: 
​ may Jesus Christ be praised! 
​ When evening shadows fall, 
​ this rings my curfew call: 
​ may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

2​ When mirth for music longs, 
​ this is my song of songs: 
​ may Jesus Christ be praised! 
​ God's holy house of prayer 
​ has none that can compare 
​ with "Jesus Christ be praised!" 
 

3​ No lovelier antiphon 
​ in all high heav'n is known 
​ than "Jesus Christ be praised!" 
​ There to the eternal Word 
​ the eternal psalm is heard: 
​ oh, Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

4​ Let all of humankind 
​ in this their concord find: 
​ may Jesus Christ be praised! 
​ Let all the earth around 
​ ring joyous with the sound: 
​ may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

5​ Sing, sun and stars of space, 
​ sing, all who see his face, 
​ sing, "Jesus Christ be praised!" 
​ God's whole creation o'er, 
​ today and evermore 
​ shall Jesus Christ be praised! 



        
GREETING 
P​ The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

  Spirit be with you all. 
C     And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

Cantor: 
Lord, God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 
you for your glory.  R 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.   R 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father, Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY           
P  ​ Let us pray. O God our defender, 



C  ​ storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from 
despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in faith of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                                        1 Kings 19:9-18 
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. Then the word of 
the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very 
zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down 
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 
take it away.” 11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about 
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking 
rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD 
was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped 
his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice 
to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for 
the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take 
it away.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; 
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of 
Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet 
in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes 
from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that 
have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

PSALM ​​ ​                                                                                                                Psalm 67 

 



   Verses – Cantor 
1.     Favor and bless us, O Lord. Let your face shine on us, revealing your way to all people, 
salvation the world over.       ​ R 
2.     And the world will shout for joy, for you rule the planet with justice. In fairness you 
govern the nations and guide the people of earth.         ​ R 
3.     Let the nations sing your praise, every nation on earth. O God, continue your blessing, 
may the whole world worship your name.    ​ R 

 
SECOND READING                                                                                                    Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people 
whom he foreknew. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have 
now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 
32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
 
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

KID’S MESSAGE 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​ 

Alleluia, alleluia,  alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
P      The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th chapter. 
C      Glory to you, O Lord.  

GOSPEL    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​                      Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
[10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what goes 
into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the 
disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they 
heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be 
uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides 
another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he 



said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth 
enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from 
the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, 
sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile.”] 21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy 
on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 
24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt 
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 
you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.  
P      The Gospel of the Lord. 
C      Praise to you, O Christ.​ ​  

 
SERMON    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​                                                                 Pastor Ron Drury 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                             Build a Larger Table (ACS 1062)  

 
 



 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED        ​           ​                                                                                                 
P     God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 
C      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

            ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
            ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
            ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
            ​ he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, 
            ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
            ​ and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
            ​ the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
      ​ the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS                                            Hope of All Creation (Sing as opening and closing of the prayer.) 

 

 



(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their 
needs)   

Recent concerns:  Jan Christensen, Jeanette Metteer, Tom Hoeft, Terry Lander, Ruby Augustine, 
Julius Swen, Jane Zatechka, Velda Schmidt, & Nyabuony Ubeck. Those with ongoing concerns: Pastor 
Bill Peterson, Mary Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton & Beth Strasheim. Those who are part of 
our homebound community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce Hansen, Betty Miller, Dennis Schuster, Rod 
Price, De Hansen, & Margrett Wehland.                                                                                   

PEACE OF CHRIST IS SHARED 
P ​ The peace of Christ be with you always.               
C   ​ And also with you. 

MUSIC OFFERING                                                             There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (Thomas Wesley)                        
​                                            ​                                                                          Summer Family Choir 

 
 
Musical Offering response: 
P      To God be the glory.               
C   ​ Amen. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Summoned by the God who made us  
Rich in our diversity.  
Gathered in the name of Jesus, 
Richer still in unity; 
 
Refrain: 
Let us bring the gifts that differ,  
And, in splendid, varied ways.  
Sing a new Church into being,  
One in faith and love and praise 
 
Draw together at one table.  
All the human family; 
Shape a circle ever wider. 
And a people ever free.   Refrain: 



 
OFFERTORY PRAYER     ​​ ​     ​ ​  
P​ Let us pray.  Merciful God, 
C​ we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P ​ The Lord be with you. 

C​ And also with you. 

P    ​ Lift up your hearts. 

C    ​ We lift them to the Lord. 

P    ​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C    ​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P ​ It is indeed… (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P      We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:  
C      Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P ​ This is Christ's table. It is a table of welcome and love. It is a table of fellowship with the poor 

and communion with the earth. So, come, those of you who have great faith and those of you 
who wish you had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and those of you 
who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on this meal for your life and those of you for 
whom this is a strange thing. For these are the gifts of God, for the people of God.   

C  ​ Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                           

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us, 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us, 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us  peace, grant us peace. 

  
COMMUNION MUSIC                                                                      There Is a Balm in Gilead (arr. Stan Pethel)     

              ​                                                                                                                Scott Vicroy, saxophone  
  
COMMUNION HYMNS                                                                        When Peace Like a River (ELW785) 
1​ When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 

​ when sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
​ whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
​ it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Refrain 
​ It is well (it is well) 
​ with my soul, (with my soul,) 
​ it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
2​ Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
​ let this blest assurance control, 
​ that Christ hath regarded my helpless estate, 
​ and hath shed his own blood for my soul.  Refrain 
 



3​ He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
​ my sin, not in part, but the whole, 
​ is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 
​ Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  Refrain 
 
4​ And Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 
​ the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
​ the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
​ even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain 

 
 

       ​  My Faith Look Up to Thee (ELW 759) 

1  ​ My faith looks up to thee, 
    ​ thou Lamb of Calvary, 
    ​ Savior divine! 
    ​ Now hear me while I pray, 
    ​ take all my guilt away, 
    ​ oh, let me from this day 
    ​ be wholly thine! 
  
2  ​ May thy rich grace impart 
    ​ strength to my fainting heart, 
    ​ my zeal inspire; 
    ​ as thou hast died for me, 
    ​ oh, may my love to thee 
    ​ pure, warm, and changeless be, 
    ​ a living fire! 
  
3  ​ While life's dark maze I tread 
    ​ and griefs around me spread, 
    ​ be thou my guide; 
    ​ bid darkness turn to day, 
    ​ wipe sorrow's tears away, 
    ​ nor let me ever stray 
    ​ from thee aside. 



  
4  ​ When ends life's transient dream, 
    ​ when death's cold, sullen stream 
    ​ shall o'er me roll; 
    ​ blest Savior, then, in love 
    ​ fear and distrust remove; 
    ​ oh, bear me safe above, 
    ​ a ransomed soul! 

 
 
P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C    Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P​ Let us pray.  
C​ Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P ​ Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
C  ​ Amen. 

SENDING HYMN                                                                                Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing (ELW 544) 

1​ Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing, 
​ worship, thanks, devotion voicing: 
​ glory be to God on high! 
​ Christ, your cross and passion sharing, 
​ by this eucharist declaring 
​ yours the final victory. 
 
2​ Scattered flock, one shepherd sharing, 
​ lost and lonely, one voice hearing, 
​ ears attentive to your word; 



​ by your blood new life receiving, 
​ in your body, firm believing, 
​ we are yours, and you the Lord. 
 
3​ Sins forgiven, wrongs forgiving, 
​ we go forth alert and living 
​ in your Spirit, strong and free. 
​ Partners in your new creation, 
​ seeking peace in ev'ry nation, 
​ may we faithful foll'wers be. 
 

DISMISSAL 
P​ Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C​ Thanks be to God!                      
POSTLUDE                                                                                         Festival Voluntary (Flor Peeters) 
 
 
 

Lead Pastor:  Erin Heidelberger  
 (On Sabbatical through Sept. 26, 2026)  

Associate Pastor: Andrew Kitzing 
Cantor: Juliana Peters 
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