
   

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 23, 2026 

 
PRELUDE     ​ ​                      Old Time Religion with Swing Low, Sweet Chariot (arr. Mark Hayes)    
                                                                                                               ​                                     Jazz Team                           
 
WELCOME ​        

​ GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P ​ Blessed be the holy Trinity,  ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us​
 by name. 

C ​ Amen. 
P​ Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 

Kneel or Sit 

P​ God, you call us, 
C    to step out in faith, to place our lives in your hands, and to wholeheartedly commit to 

following you. We confess that we find this difficult to do. It is not always easy to 
follow where You lead—to turn away from our own personal wants and desires, to let 
go of our safety nets and trust that You will provide for us in all things. Be with us 
when we doubt You, God. Increase our faith. Open our eyes to see past our own 
interests and concerns, to your broader vision for us and for our world. 

P​ Through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God 
proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C     Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN                                                                                                        Built on a Rock (ELW 652)   
         1​ Built on a rock the church shall stand, 
​ even when steeples are falling; 
​ crumbled have spires in ev’ry land, 
​ bells still are chiming and calling-- 
​ calling the young and old to rest, 
​ calling the souls of those distressed, 
​ longing for life everlasting. 
 
2​ Not in our temples made with hands 
​ God, the Almighty, is dwelling; 
​ high in the heav’ns his temple stands, 
​ all earthly temples excelling. 
​ Yet he who dwells in heav’n above 
​ deigns to abide with us in love, 
​ making our bodies his temple. 
 
3​ We are God’s house of living stones, 
​ built for his own habitation; 
​ he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 
​ granting us life and salvation. 
​ Were two or three to seek his face, 
​ he in their midst would show his grace, 
​ blessings upon them bestowing. 
 
4​ Yet in this house, an earthly frame, 
​ Jesus the children is blessing; 
​ hither we come to praise his name, 
​ faith in our Savior confessing. 
​ Jesus to us his Spirit sent, 
​ making with us his covenant, 
​ granting his children the kingdom. 
5​ Through all the passing years, O Lord, 
​ grant that, when church bells are ringing, 
​ many may come to hear God’s Word 
​ where he this promise is bringing: 



​ I know my own, my own know me; 
​ you, not the world, my face shall see; 
​ my peace I leave with you. Amen 
    
GREETING 
P​ The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

  Spirit be with you all. 
C     And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

Cantor: 
Lord, God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 
you for your glory.  R 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.   R 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father, Amen.   R 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY           
P ​ O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, 
C ​ we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the  

body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                                           Isaiah 51:1-6 
 1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD. Look to the rock from 
which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2 Look to Abraham your father 
and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him 
many. 3 For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places and will make her 
wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, 
thanksgiving and the voice of song.  4 Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, for 
a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5I will bring near my 
deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out, and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands 
wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth 
beneath, for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those 
who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be 
ended. 
 
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM ​​ ​                                                                                                               PSALM 138

  
 



 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                                 Romans 12:1-8 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be 
conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern 
what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  3 For by the grace given to me I 
say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to 
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in 
one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; 
the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in 
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 



 
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

KID’S MESSAGE 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​ 

Alleluia, alleluia,  alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
P      The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th chapter. 
C      Glory to you, O Lord.  

GOSPEL    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​                               Matthew 16:13-20 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and 
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my 
Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah. 
 
P      The Gospel of the Lord. 
C      Praise to you, O Christ.​ ​  

 
SERMON    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​                                                                 Jenna Troutman 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                The Church’s One Foundation  (ELW 654) 

 

 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED        ​           ​                                                                                                 
P     God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 
C      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

            ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
            ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
            ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
            ​ he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, 
            ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
            ​ and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
            ​ the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
      ​ the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS                                            Hope of All Creation (Sing as opening and closing of the prayer.) 

 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their 
needs)   
Recent concerns: Lois Stine, Ruby Augustine, Nyabuony Ubeck, Julius Swen, Jane Zatechka & Velda 
Schmidt. Those with ongoing concerns: Pastor Bill Peterson, Jan Christensen, Jeanette Metteer, Tom 
Hoeft, Terry Lander, Mary Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton & Beth Strasheim. Those who are 
part of our homebound community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce Hansen, Betty Miller, Dennis Schuster, 
Rod Price, De Hansen, & Margrett Wehland.   
                                                                     
PEACE OF CHRIST IS SHARED 
P ​ The peace of Christ be with you always.               
C   ​ And also with you. 



MUSIC OFFERING                                                                                   God of Grace  (arr. Aaron Weitekamp) 
                Jazz Team                        
​                         

Musical Offering response: 
P      To God be the glory.               
C   ​ Amen. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Summoned by the God who made us  
Rich in our diversity.  
Gathered in the name of Jesus, 
Richer still in unity; 
 
Refrain: 
Let us bring the gifts that differ,  
And, in splendid, varied ways.  
Sing a new Church into being,  
One in faith and love and praise 
 
Draw together at one table.  
All the human family; 
Shape a circle ever wider. 
And a people ever free.   Refrain 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER     ​​ ​     ​ ​  
P​ Let us pray.  Merciful God, 
C​ we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P ​ The Lord be with you. 

C​ And also with you. 

P    ​ Lift up your hearts. 

C    ​ We lift them to the Lord. 



P    ​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C    ​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P ​ It is indeed… (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P      We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:  
C      Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P ​ This is Christ's table. It is a table of welcome and love. It is a table of fellowship with the poor 

and communion with the earth. So, come, those of you who have great faith and those of you 
who wish you had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and those of you 
who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on this meal for your life and those of you for 
whom this is a strange thing. For these are the gifts of God, for the people of God.   

C  ​ Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                           

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us, 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us, 



Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us  peace, grant us peace. 

  
COMMUNION MUSIC                                                                      How Great Thou Art (arr. Brent Edstrom)     

                                                                                                                                        Jazz Team 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS                                                          Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup  (ELW492) 
   Refrain 

​ Eat this bread, drink this cup. 
​ Taste and see the goodness of God. 
​ Bread of life, cup of love, 
​ we rejoice in your presence. 
 
1​ I will bless the Lord at all times, 
​ praise with heart and voice; 
​ in my God I glory forever: 
​ listen and rejoice!  ​ Refrain 
 
2​ Look upon the Lord, be radiant, 
​ never turn away. 
​ God will save in ev'ry affliction, 
​ hear us when we pray.  ​ Refrain 
3​ Angels fold their wings around us, 
​ guard through good and ill. 
​ Those who seek the Lord will lack nothing; 
​ taste, and have your fill.  ​ Refrain 
 
4​ Saints of God, bow down and worship, 
​ bless the holy name. 
​ Rise to tell God's greatness forever, 
​ wondrous deeds proclaim!  ​Refrain 

 
       ​  The Church of Christ, in Every Age  (ELW 729) 

1​ The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 
​ beset by change, but Spirit-led, 



​ must claim and test its heritage 
​ and keep on rising from the dead. 
 
2​ Across the world, across the street, 
​ the victims of injustice cry 
​ for shelter and for bread to eat, 
​ and never live before they die. 
 
3​ Then let the servant church arise, 
​ a caring church that longs to be 
​ a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 
​ and clothed in Christ's humanity. 
 
4​ For he alone, whose blood was shed, 
​ can cure the fever in our blood, 
​ and teach us how to share our bread 
​ and feed the starving multitude. 
 
5​ We have no mission but to serve 
​ in full obedience to our Lord; 
​ to care for all, without reserve, 
​ and spread his liberating word. 
 

P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C    Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P​ Let us pray.  
C​ Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P ​ Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
C  ​ Amen. 



SENDING HYMN                                                                                              How Firm a Foundation  (ELW 796) 

1​ How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
​ is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 
​ What more can he say than to you he has said 
​ who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 
2​ “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 
​ for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
​ I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
​ upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 
3​ “When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
​ my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 
​ The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 
​ your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 
 
4​ “Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 
​ my sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
​ and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 
​ like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne.” 

 
DISMISSAL 
P​ Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C​ Thanks be to God!                      
 
POSTLUDE                                                                Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus (arr. Marianne Kim) 
 

Jazz Team 
Saxophone- Sophia Alverez-Johnson, Kristi Fisher, Bob Schoettger 

Trumpet- RJ Metters, Jay Sears 
Trombone- Spencer Janssen, Matt Reckmeyer  
Bass- Bennett Bacon, Drums- Martha Tanner 

 
 

Lead Pastor:  Erin Heidelberger  
 (On Sabbatical through Sept. 26, 2026)  



Associate Pastor: Andrew Kitzing 
Guest Preacher: Jenna Troutman 

Cantor: Martha Tanner 
 ​ ​ ​     ​                             Livestreaming: Kathleen Simley 
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