
   

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 30, 2026 

 
PRELUDE     ​ ​                                                                   Here I Am, Lord  (Schutte/arr. Albrecht)  
                                                                                                               ​      Kathy Havlicek-Cook, flute 
                                                                                             
WELCOME ​        

​ GATHERING 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P ​ Blessed be the holy Trinity,  ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us​
 by name. 

C ​ Amen. 
P​ Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 

Kneel or Sit 

P​ God, you call us, 
C    to step out in faith, to place our lives in your hands, and to wholeheartedly commit to 

following you. We confess that we find this difficult to do. It is not always easy to 
follow where You lead—to turn away from our own personal wants and desires, to let 
go of our safety nets and trust that You will provide for us in all things. Be with us 
when we doubt You, God. Increase our faith. Open our eyes to see past our own 
interests and concerns, to your broader vision for us and for our world. 

P​ Through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God 
proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C     Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN                                                                                            Speak, O Lord  (Getty/ Townend)         

 
    
GREETING 
P​ The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

  Spirit be with you all. 
C     And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 



Cantor: 
Lord, God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 
you for your glory.  R 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.   R 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father, Amen.   R 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY           
P ​ Let us pray. O God, we thank you for your Son, 
C     who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, 

point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING                                                                                                                Jeremiah 15:15-21 
 15 O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my 
persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult. 
16 Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my 
heart, for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 17 I did not sit in the company of 
merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me 
with indignation. 18 Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, 
you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 
    19 Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before 
me. If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they 
who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 20 And I will make you to this people a 



fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with 
you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. 21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked 
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.  
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

PSALM ​​ ​                                                                                                               PSALM 26:1-8 
 

  
    1 Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity; 
     I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered. 
 2 Test me, O | LORD, and try me;  
               examine my heart | and my mind. 
 3 For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes; 
      I have walked faithful- | ly with you. 
 4 I have not sat | with the worthless, 
      nor do I consort with | the deceitful. R 
 5 I have hated the company of | evildoers; 
      I will not sit down | with the wicked. 
 6 I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD, 
      that I may go in procession | round your altar, 
 7 singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving 
      and recounting all your won- | derful deeds. 
 8 LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell 
      and the place where your glo- | ry abides. R  
 



 
SECOND READING                                                                                                                   Romans 12:9-21 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the 
Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of 
the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 
  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate 
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is 
written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed 
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning 
coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
 
R     Word of God. Word of Life.       
C      Thanks be to God. 

KID’S MESSAGE 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​ 

Alleluia, alleluia,  alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
P      The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th chapter. 
C      Glory to you, O Lord.  

GOSPEL    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​                               Matthew 16:21-28 
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned 
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things.” 



24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will 
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”  
 
P      The Gospel of the Lord. 
C      Praise to you, O Christ.​ ​  

 
SERMON    ​ ​ ​     ​ ​                                                                      Makayla Peters 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                        Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807) 

1​ Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 
​ tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
​ streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
​ call for songs of loudest praise. 
​ While the hope of endless glory 
​ fills my heart with joy and love, 
​ teach me ever to adore thee; 

​ may I still thy goodness prove.  
 
2​ Here I raise my Ebenezer: 
 ​ "Hither by thy help I've come"; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wand'ring from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed his precious blood. 
 

3​ Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be; 
let that grace now like a fetter 
bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
prone to leave the God I love. 



Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 
​ seal it for thy courts above. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED        ​           ​                                                                                                 
P     God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 
C      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

            ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
            ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
            ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
            ​ he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, 
            ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
            ​ and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
            ​ the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
      ​ the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS                                            Hope of All Creation (Sing as opening and closing of the prayer.) 

 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their 
needs)   
Recent concerns: Lois Stine, Ruby Augustine, Nyabuony Ubeck, Julius Swen, Jane Zatechka & Velda 
Schmidt. Those with ongoing concerns: Pastor Bill Peterson, Jan Christensen, Jeanette Metteer, Tom 
Hoeft, Terry Lander, Mary Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton & Beth Strasheim. Those who are 
part of our homebound community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce Hansen, Betty Miller, Dennis Schuster, 
Rod Price, De Hansen, & Margrett Wehland.   
                                                                     



PEACE OF CHRIST IS SHARED 
P ​ The peace of Christ be with you always.               
C   ​ And also with you. 

 

MUSIC OFFERING                                                                                        Christ Be My Leader (arr. M. Bacon) 
                                                  ​                                            ​     Summer Family Bells                       

Musical Offering response: 
P      To God be the glory.               
C   ​ Amen. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Summoned by the God who made us  
Rich in our diversity.  
Gathered in the name of Jesus, 
Richer still in unity; 
 
Refrain: 
Let us bring the gifts that differ,  
And, in splendid, varied ways.  
Sing a new Church into being,  
One in faith and love and praise 
 
Draw together at one table.  
All the human family; 
Shape a circle ever wider. 
And a people ever free.   Refrain 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER     ​​ ​     ​ ​  
P​ Let us pray.  Merciful God, 
C​ we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P ​ The Lord be with you. 

C​ And also with you. 

P    ​ Lift up your hearts. 

C    ​ We lift them to the Lord. 

P    ​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C    ​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P ​ It is indeed… (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P      We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:  
C      Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P ​ This is Christ's table. It is a table of welcome and love. It is a table of fellowship with the poor 

and communion with the earth. So, come, those of you who have great faith and those of you 
who wish you had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and those of you 



who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on this meal for your life and those of you for 
whom this is a strange thing. For these are the gifts of God, for the people of God.   

C  ​ Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                           

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us, 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us, 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us  peace, grant us peace. 

  
COMMUNION MUSIC                                                           Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us (arr. K. Lee Scott)    
              ​                                                                                           Tracy Knezvic, vocal & Kathy Havlicek-Cook, flute  
 
COMMUNION HYMNS                                                                  What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666) 
   1​ What wondrous love is this,  

O my soul, O my soul! 
​ What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
​ What wondrous love is this 
​ that caused the Lord of bliss 
​ to bear the dreadful curse  

for my soul, for my soul, 
​ to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 
2​ When I was sinking down,  

sinking down, sinking down, 
​ when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
​ when I was sinking down 
​ beneath God's righteous frown, 
​ Christ laid aside his crown  

for my soul, for my soul, 
​ Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 
3​ To God and to the Lamb  

I will sing, I will sing; 



​ to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
​ to God and to the Lamb, 
​ who is the great I AM, 
​ while millions join the theme,  

I will sing, I will sing, 
​ while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
4​ And when from death I'm free,  

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
​ and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 
​ and when from death I'm free,  

I'll sing God's love for me, 
       ​ and through eternity  

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
and through eternity I'll sing on. 

       ​  Jesus Call Us; o'er the Tumult (ELW 696)  

1​ Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 
​ of our life's wild, restless sea, 
​ day by day his clear voice sounding, 
​ saying, "Christian, follow me": 
 
2​ As of old Saint Andrew heard it 
​ by the Galilean lake, 
​ turned from home and toil and kindred, 
​ leaving all for Jesus' sake.​ ​  
 
3​ Jesus calls us from the worship 
​ of the vain world's golden store, 
​ from each idol that would keep us, 
​ saying, "Christian, love me more." 
 
4​ In our joys and in our sorrows, 
​ days of toil and hours of ease, 
​ still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
​ "Christian, love me more than these." 



5​ Jesus calls us! By your mercy, 
​ Savior, may we hear your call, 
​ give our hearts to your obedience, 
​ serve and love you best of all. 
 

P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C    Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P​ Let us pray.  
C​ Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
P ​ Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
C  ​ Amen. 

SENDING HYMN                                                                                              Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)  

Refrain 
​ Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
​ till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
1​ Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
​ our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  ​ Refrain 
 
2​ All newborn servants of the Crucified 
​ bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  ​ Refrain​  
 
3​ O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
​ as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  ​ Refrain 
 
4​ So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
​ praise to the Crucified for victory!  ​ ​ Refrain 



DISMISSAL 
P​ Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C​ Thanks be to God!                      
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                   Fanfare in C (arr. Steven Blackman)  
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