ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
AucusT 9, 2026

PRELUDE If You But Trust in God to Guide You (arr. John Behnke)

WELCOME
GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us
by name.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.
Kneel or Sit

P God, you call us,

C to step out in faith, to place our lives in your hands, and to wholeheartedly commit to
following you. We confess that we find this difficult to do. It is not always easy to
follow where You lead—to turn away from our own personal wants and desires, to let
go of our safety nets and trust that You will provide for us in all things. Be with us
when we doubt You, God. Increase our faith. Open our eyes to see past our own
interests and concerns, to your broader vision for us and for our world.

P Through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God
proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of * Jesus Christ.

C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Eternal Father, Strong to Save (ELW 756)
1 Eternal Father, strong to save,
whose arm has bound the restless wave,
who bade the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee

for those in peril on the sea.

2 O Savior, whose almighty word
the winds and waves submissive heard,
who walked upon the foaming deep,
and calm amid the storm didst sleep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee

for those in peril on the sea.

3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood
upon the chaos dark and rude,
and bid its angry tumult cease,
and give, for wild confusion, peace:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee

for those in peril on the sea.

4 O Trinity of love and pow'r,
all trav'lers guard in danger's hour
from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect them wheresoe'er they go;
thus evermore shall rise to thee

glad hymns and praise from land and sea.

GREETING

P The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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Cantor:

Lord, God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise

you for your glory. R

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. R

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father, Amen.
Last Refrain: All
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray. O God our defender,

C storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from
despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in faith of your

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FirsT READING 1 Kings 19:9-18
’ At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave and spent the night there. Then the word of
the LorD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” "’ He answered, “I have been very

zealous for the Lorp, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down



your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to
take it away.” " He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lorp, for the LoRrD is about
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking
rocks in pieces before the Lorp, but the LorD was not in the wind, and after the wind an
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, "’ and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lorp
was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. ” When Elijah heard it, he wrapped
his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice
to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” ' He answered, “I have been very zealous for
the Lorp, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take
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it away.” ” Then the Lorp said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus;
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '° Also you shall anoint Jehu son of
Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet
in your place. " Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes
from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. ' Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that
have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

R Word of God. Word of Life.

C Thanks be to God.

PsaLm Psalm 85:8-13

Refrain: Sing after Cantor introduction and at R
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Lord, Let us see your kind-ness, and grant us your sal - va-tion.

81 will listen to what the Lorp ' God is saying;

for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their ' hearts to you.

’ Truly, your salvation is very near to'those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell'in our land. R

' Steadfast love and faithfulness have ' met together;
righteousness and peace have ' kissed each other.

" Faithfulness shall spring up ' from the earth,
and righteousness shall look ' down from heaven.

2 The Lorp will indeed ' grant prosperity,
and our land will ' yield its increase.

1 Righteousness shall go be-' fore the Lorp
and shall prepare for' God a pathway. R



SECOND READING Romans 10:5-15
® Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does
these things will live by them.” ® But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in
your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) " “or “Who will descend
into the abyss?” ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). * But what does it say? “The word is
near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ’ because if
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved. ' For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one
confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. ' The scripture says, “No one who believes in him
will be put to shame.” "” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of
all and is generous to all who call on him. " For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall
be saved.” ' But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? ** And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

R Word of God. Word of Life.

C Thanks be to God.

BAckPACK BLESSING

The Back to School Blessing is a time for us to ask God’s blessing on all students and all those who are part of the
education system. Each day as they head off to school, carrying their bags wherever they go, we ask God to go
with them. As they open their bags, we ask that their hearts and minds be opened to the newness of each day.
When their bags get heavy, we ask for God's strength. When their bags are light, we hope they find joy in all
that they have accomplished. As they close their bags at the end of the day, we pray that they might use the
knowledge they have gained to give God glory.

Students, teachers, staff, parent volunteers, administrators, and bus drivers are invited to come

forward with their backpacks or bags.

L As you settle into the new school year, may you continue to celebrate God’s presence in
your lives. May each day and each lesson fill you with hope and the discovery of who you are as
children of God, may you be thankful for the opportunity of an education and may you go

through the day with courage as Jesus’ disciples to show love and kindness to those around you.



L Abiding God, bless those who carry these backpacks and all those who care for them:
students, teachers, administrators, school nurses, secretaries, custodians, bus drivers, day care

and pre-school providers, and parent volunteers.

C Help them enjoy a sense of accomplishment as they learn and grow each day.
L Be their guide and fill them with the joy of learning.

C Help them discover and develop the gifts you have given them.

L Keep them safe and as they grow in knowledge, help them also grow in kindness and

compassion, learning respect for themselves and for others.

C In the midst of the many voices that will fill their days, help them to listen most
carefully for your voice, the one that tells them that they are your precious child and

that you love them always, no matter what.

L Loving God, we also pray for those receiving backpacks from the BackPack Program at

Morley elementary schools each Friday. Nourish these children and their families.

C We give thanks for the Food Bank and for the people who provide funding and
volunteer their time to make the BackPack Program possible. Make us aware and act

to care for and feed the hungry with the gifts you have given us. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GoOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33
*? [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,]
while he dismissed the crowds.”” And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain
by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, ** but by this time the boat, battered by
the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. ** And early in the morning he
came walking toward them on the sea. *° But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they

were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. ” But immediately Jesus spoke to



them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” ** Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you,

command me to come to you on the water.” *” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started

walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. *° But when he noticed the strong wind, he became

frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” *' Jesus immediately reached out

his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” *> When they got

into the boat, the wind ceased. ** And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the
Son of God.”

P

The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HyMN oF THE DAY

1

All people that on earth do dwell,
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell;

come ye before him and rejoice.

Know that the Lord is God indeed;
without our aid he did us make.
‘We are his folk, he doth us feed,
and for his sheep he doth us take.

Oh, enter then his gates with praise;
approach with joy his courts unto;
praise, laud, and bless his name always,

for it is seemly so to do.

For why? The Lord our God is good:
His mercy is forever sure;
his truth at all times firmly stood,

and shall from age to age endure.

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
the God whom heav'n and earth adore,
from us and from the angel host

be praise and glory evermore.

Pastor Andrew Kitzing

All People That on Earth Do Dwell (EL\ 883)



APOSTLES CREED

P God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and
hope, we confess our faith.

C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS Hope of All Creation

All: Sing as opening and closing of the prayer.
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(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their

needs)

Recent concerns: Jan Christensen, Jeanette Metteer, Tom Hoeft, Terry Lander, Ruby Augustine,
Julius Swen, Jane Zatechka, Velda Schmidt, & Nyabuony Ubeck. Those with ongoing concerns: Pastor
Bill Peterson, Mary Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton & Beth Strasheim. Those who are part of

our homebound community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce Hansen, Betty Miller, Dennis Schuster, Rod
Price, De Hansen, & Margrett Wehland.



PEACE OF CHRIST IS SHARED
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Music OFFERING I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (Kathrine Thomerson)
Men’s Chorus

Musical Offering response:
P To God be the glory.

C Amen.

OFFERTORY HYMN

Summoned by the God who made us
Rich in our diversity.
Gathered in the name of Jesus,

Richer still in unity;

Refrain:

Let us bring the gifts that differ,
And, in splendid, varied ways.
Sing a new Church into being,

One in faith and love and praise

Draw together at one table.
All the human family;
Shape a circle ever wider.

And a people ever free. Refrain:

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P Let us pray. Merciful God,

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who off ered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed... (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name

and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna in the highest.

W ORDS OF INSTITUTION

LorD’s PRAYER

P
C

We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

P

This is Christ's table. It is a table of welcome and love. It is a table of fellowship with the poor
and communion with the earth. So, come, those of you who have great faith and those of you
who wish you had more. Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus and those of you
who have failed. Come, those of you who depend on this meal for your life and those of you for
whom this is a strange thing. For these are the gifts of God, for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.



LawmB or Gobp

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us,

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us,

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

grant us peace, grant us peace.

CoMMUNION Music

CommunioN HYMNS

1

‘We come to you for healing, Lord,
of body, mind, and soul,
and pray that by your Spirit's touch

we may again be whole.

As once you walked through ancient streets

and reached toward those in pain,
come, risen Christ, among us still

with pow'r to heal again.

You touch us through physicians' skills,
through nurses' gifts of care,
and through the love of faithful friends

who lift our lives in prayer.

When nights are long with wakefulness,
through days when strength runs low,
grant us your gift of patience, Lord,

your calming peace to know.

‘We come to you, O loving Lord,
in our distress and pain,
in trust that through our nights and days

your grace will heal, sustain.

In Remembrance (Burl Red/arr. Lloyd Larson)
Mark Mesarch, vocal

We Come to You for Healing, Lord (ELW 617)



My faith looks up to thee,
thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!

Now hear me while I pray,
take all my guilt away,

oh, let me from this day

be wholly thine!

May thy rich grace impart
strength to my fainting heart,
my zeal inspire;

as thou hast died for me,

oh, may my love to thee

pure, warm, and changeless be,

aliving fire!

While life's dark maze I tread
and griefs around me spread,
be thou my guide;

bid darkness turn to day,
wipe sorrow's tears away,
nor let me ever stray

from thee aside.

When ends life's transient dream,
when death's cold, sullen stream
shall o'er me roll;

blest Savior, then, in love

fear and distrust remove;

oh, bear me safe above,

a ransomed soul!

My Faith Look Up to Thee (ELW 759)



P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.

PrRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Letus pray.
C
BLESSING

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to

bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *F one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN

O, for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King,

the triumphs of his grace!

My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad

the honors of your name.

The name of Jesus charms our fears
and bids our sorrows cease,
sings music in the sinner's ears,

brings life and health and peace.

He speaks, and list'ning to his voice,
new life the dead receive;
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice,

the humble poor believe.

Look unto him, your Savior own,

O fallen human race!

Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (ELW 886)



6 To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above,

the church in earth and heav'n.

DisMISSAL

P Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God!
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