FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER, 2026

PRELUDE Verset on “Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ” (Léon Boéllmann)
Masako Bacon, organ

WELCOME

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing
upon the earth.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.
Kneel or Sit

P Compassionate God,,

C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our
own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore
our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy
people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P Hear this good news: We have peace with God through *# Jesus Christ, in whom there

is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely

this healing gift of grace.



C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

1

God is here! As we your people
meet to offer praise and prayer,
may we find in fuller measure
what it is in Christ we share.
Here, as in the world around us,
all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of the Spirit

into open minds and hearts.

Here are symbols to remind us
of our lifelong need of grace;
here are table, font, and pulpit;
here the cross has central place.
Here in honesty of preaching,
here in silence, as in speech,
here, in newness and renewal,

God the Spirit comes to each.

Here our children find a welcome
in the Shepherd's flock and fold;
here as bread and wine are taken,
Christ sustains us as of old.

Here the servants of the Servant
seek in worship to explore

what it means in daily living

to believe and to adore.

Lord of all, of church and kingdom,
in an age of change and doubt,

keep us faithful to the gospel;

help us work your purpose out.
Here, in this day's dedication,

all we have to give, receive;

God is Here! (ELW 526)



we, who cannot live without you,

we adore you! We believe!

GREETING

P The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray. O Lord, God,

C enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we
mortals will fail; remove from us everything that is harmful and lead us toward all

that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FirsT READING Ezekiel 33:7-11
”So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. *If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die
in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. * But if you warn the wicked to turn
from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you
will have saved your life.

' Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins
weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” " Say to them: As I live,
says the Lord Gop, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their
ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

R Word of God. Word of Life.
C Thanks be to God.



PsaLm PsaLm 119:33-40

Refrain  Sing Refrain following cantor. Chant responsively and go back to refrain (R)

6% L i e LS

O Lord, you have the words of Life, O teach me your  way.
Verses

= e S

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way Lof your statutes,
and I shall keep it | to the end.

* Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with lall my heart.

3 Lead me in the path of | your commandments,
for that is | my desire.

3% Incline my heart to I

your decrees
and not to | unjust gain. R

7 Tumn my eyes from be- I holding falsehood;
|

give me life ' in your way.

* Fulfill your promise ' to your servant,

which is for ' those who fear you.

3 Turn away the reproach | that I dread,
because your judg- | ments are good.
40 Behold, I long for | your commandments;
by your righteousness en- 'livenme. R

SECOND READING Romans 13:8-14

* Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the

law. * The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not
steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” ' Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling
of the law.

"' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; ' the night is far gone; the day is
near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; ” let us walk

decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in



quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the

flesh, to gratify its desires.

R Word of God. Word of Life.
C Thanks be to God.
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18" chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 18:15-20

" “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault

[Jesus said to the disciples:]
when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. ' But if you are
not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. " If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church,
and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax
collector. " Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. * Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. *° For where two or three are

gathered in my name, [ am there among them.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HyMN oF THE DAY

1

God, when human bonds are broken
and we lack the love or skill
to restore the hope of healing,

give us grace and make us still.

Through that stillness, with your Spirit
come into our world of stress,
for the sake of Christ forgiving

all the failures we confess.

You in us are bruised and broken:
hear us as we seek release
from the pain of earlier living;

set us free and grant us peace.

Send us, God of new beginnings,
humbly hopeful into life.
Use us as a means of blessing:

make us stronger, give us faith.

Give us faith to be more faithful,
give us hope to be more true,
give us love to go on learning:

God, encourage and renew!

AProSTLES CREED

P

C

hope, we confess our faith.

Pastor Andrew Kitzing

God, When Human Bonds Are Broken (ELW 603)

God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
P Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.

After each petition, respond with, “Your mercy is great.”

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their
needs) Recent concerns: Ruby Augustine, Julius Swen, Jane Zatechka & Velda Schmidt. Those with ongoing
concerns: Cynthia Holt, Pastor Bill Peterson, Jan Christensen, Jeanette Metteer, Tom Hoeft, Terry Lander,
Mary Brass, Vern Westberg, Michael Dalton & Beth Strasheim. Those who are part of our homebound
community: Sylvia Kempf, M. Joyce Hansen, Betty Miller, Dennis Schuster, Rod Price, De Hansen, &
Margrett Wehland.

P Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.

PEACE OF CHRIST IS SHARED
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Music OFFERING We're a Fellowship of Believers (Jay Althouse)
Jenna Troutman, vocal

Musical Offering response:
P To God be the glory.

C Amen.



OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of all creation,

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from

the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the

world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C Welift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.



P Itisindeed... (here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding:) we praise your name

and join their unending hymn:
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EucHARISTIC PRAYER

P Holy God, Mighty Lord, Gracious Father... all your saints in light.
C Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LoRrD’s PRAYER

P We pray in confidence in the words Jesus gave us:

C  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

P  Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come to the feast!
C Thanks be to God.
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grant us peace, grant us peace, grant us peace.
CoMMUNION Music In Heavenly Love Abiding (Mendelssohn/arr. Lani Smith)

Boyd Bacon, piano, Masako Bacon, organ

CommuUNION HYMNS All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461)
1 All who hunger gather gladly;
holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wand'ring.
Here in truth we will be fed.
You that yearn for days of fullness,
all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal.

Taste and see that God is good.

2 All who hunger, never strangers;
seeker, be a welcome guest.

Come from restlessness and roaming.



Here in joy we keep the feast.

We that once were lost and scattered
in communion's love have stood.
Taste and see the grace eternal.

Taste and see that God is good.

3  All who hunger, sing together,
Jesus Christ is living bread.
Come from loneliness and longing.
Here in peace we have been fed.
Blest are those who from this table
live their days in gratitude.
Taste and see the grace eternal.

Taste and see that God is good.

When We Are Living (ELW 639)

1 When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus,
and when we're dying, it is in the Lord.
Both in our living and in our dying,

we belong to God, we belong to God.

2 ’Mid times of sorrow and in times of pain,
when sensing beauty or in love’s embrace,
whether we suffer, or sing rejoicing,

we belong to God, we belong to God.

3 Across this wide world, we shall always find
those who are crying with no peace of mind;
and when we help them, or when we feed them,

we belong to God, we belong to God.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PrRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. Sustaining God,



C with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit,

send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,

healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
P The God of love draw you into one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
P The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit.
C Amen.
P The God of grace # bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
SEnDING HYMN Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836)

Joyful, joyful we adore thee,

God of glory, Lord of love!

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.

Giver of immortal gladness,

fill us with the light of day.

All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heav'n reflect thy rays,

stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing fountain

call us to rejoice in thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving,

ever blessing, ever blest,



wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest!

Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;

teach us how to love each other,

lift us to the joy divine!

DisMISSAL

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

PosTLUDE Praise to the Lord, Almighty! (arr. Paul Manz)

Masako Bacon, organ

Lead Pastor: Erin Heidelberger
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